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Flagpole Streamers 
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Show your pride in your 
service to your country! 



AIR FORCE 



BLUE STAR - 

Active, Veteran, Retired 
GOLD STAR - 

Gave Life While Serving 



2ND LT W.R.FROST 
US MR FORCE ACADEMY 
JUNE, 2002 



Personalize your Service Pride Streamer with names, service dates, units 
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Attach to your flagpole or any other hanging point 
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MAY 1989-NOV 1© 
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Cost including shipping is $17 plus personalization charge if requested. 
To order call 1-866-472-9737 (toll free) or visit www.servicepride.com 

Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery of personalized streamers. 

SAYRE ENTERPRISES 

324 East 32nd Street, Buena Vista, Virginia 24416 

-Made in the USA- Your purchase helps support the National D-Day Memorial 




NEW COLLECTORS KNIFE HONORS AMERICA'S PATRIOTISM 



The Stars End Stripes represent the "Libyriy aim rreeuoni" max 
has been defended by our American Armed Forces for over 200 
years. "United We Stand," re-affirms the resolve of all Americans to 
protect and preserve our great Nation. 

Now, this spirit of patriotism and love of Country is captured in a 
masterful collector knife issued by Paralyzed Veterans of America. 
The stainless steel blade is personalized with the collector's name, 
the words "United We Stand" and an exclusive serial number. 
Your purchase supports Paralyzed Veterans of America in providing 
assistance to veterans to help them sustain the dignity and 
independence every American deserves. A 



.50 WITH A LIFETIME 
-BACK GUARANTEE. 



Richly sculptured bolster combines 
antiqued and polished finishes 



FREE FLAG PIN WITH ORDER 



Mail to: Paralyzed Veterans of America 

Veterans Commemoratives Order Center 
1250 Easton Road, Suite 290, Horsham, PA 19044 



YES. I wish to order ( q t y .) UNITED WE STAND collector 

knives with my name engraved on the blade. I need send no 
money now. I will be billed for $ 39.50* per knife prior 
to shipment. Please send me a free flag pin. 
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NAME TO BE ENGRAVED ON BLADE 
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Forever linked with 

"Pappy" Boyington and his "'^^J^ 
Black Sheep Squadron... 

the F4U CORSAIR. 

Assigned to pull together a squadron — 
VMF-214 — to fly combat missions in the 
Solomon Islands, Marine Major Gregory 
"Pappy" Boyington gathered a group of 27 
unassigned pilots. After just a few weeks of 
training in the F4U Corsair — originally 
designed for carrier service — they flew their 
usmc fi rs t mission, recorded as many as 1 8 kills, and the 
Black Sheep legend was born. 

While the Corsair was not as maneuverable as the Japanese 
Zeros, it had the advantage of speed — it was the first U.S. 
plane to exceed 400 mph at level flight — durability, and 
climbing rate. In just 84 days, the Black Sheep Squadron 
racked up 197 kills (Boyington had 28) and terrorized 
Japanese ground troops and installations, as well. Franklin Mint 
Precision Models has captured every detail of this celebrated 
Zero-killer in 1 :48 scale, including the undercarriage, cockpit, 
and underside of the famed bent wings. 

Just complete and mail the coupon and you can proudly 
display the hand-painted, hand-assembled precision die-cast 
model of the most celebrated fighter plane of World War II: 
Pappy Boyington's F4U Corsair! 

The Franklin Mint. Sharing Your Passion For Collecting. 




The Franklin Mint Please mail by October 31, 2002. 
Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001 
Please enter my order for the F4U CORSAIR VMF-214 . 

[ need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be billed in 
> 3 equal monthly installments of $30.* each, with the 
first payment due prior to shipment. Limit: one model 
per collector. 

*Plus my state sales tax and a one-time charge of $5. 95 for shipping and handling. 



SIGNATURE 

MR/MRS/MISS- 
ADDRESS 



ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 



PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 



-APT. #_ 



CITY/STATE_ 



_ZIP_ 



TELEPHONE # (_ 



Quick Order # 24835-1 3-001 
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Apart 



Time to go 

I appreciated Alan W. Dowel's 
article "Worlds Apart" (August). 
The United 
Nations is a 
deception to 
rob us of our 
freedoms. It 
now seeks a 
world tax, a 
standing mili- 
tary force and 
an interna- 
tional court. 
We should 

withdraw, serve eviction notice on 
the remaining nations and turn 
the headquarters into a replace- 
ment for the World Trade Center. 

- Orin F. Schwanke, Leonard, Mo. 

Too different 

The title "Worlds Apart" is 
quite fitting for the article it heads. 
It does not describe, however, the 
true difference between the U.S. 
doctrine on human rights and that 
of the United Nations. Our tenet is 
that our rights come from God, as 
proclaimed in our Declaration of 
Independence. Under the U.N. 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, it is made perfectly clear 
that our rights come from - and 
may be modified or taken away by 
- the United Nations. 

In reality, our worlds are light 
years apart. For God and country, 
get the U.S. out of the U.N. and 
the U.N. out of the U.S. 

- EdAhrens, Tucson, Ariz. 

waiting to pounce 

In Korea, I had nothing but re- 
spect for those valiant soldiers 
from other U.N. countries. On the 
other hand, we must be honest. It 
is the United States that carried 
the biggest load, sacrificing the 
most in lives and military expendi- 
ture. This disparity with virtually 
everything remains 50 years later. 

Given the opportunity, the host 
of smaller, less affluent countries 
will bring the United States down 
and divide it among themselves 
through every political means at 
their disposal. If America does not 
soon comprehend the danger this 
situation poses, Islamic terrorists 
may not be our largest problem. 
- Wayne G. Skaggs, Wimberley, Texas 



Ignorant America 

Thank you a thousand times for 
Alan W. Dowd's article "Worlds 
Apart." For some reason known 
but to God, the United States con- 
tinues to foot a sizable portion of 
the cost of running the United Na- 
tions while it slaps us and we say 
thanks. Sometimes we Americans 
are truly fat, dumb and happy. 

The U.N. Human Rights Com- 
mission now includes China, 
Cuba, Indonesia, Libya, Pakistan, 
Russia, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and 
Syria. It's also my understanding 
that it joins 57 nations of the Is- 
lamic Conference in legitimizing 
suicide bombers. I honestly don't 
see why we don't get out of the 
United Nations altogether. 

- Bruce Hardee, Birmingham, Ala. 

Misspent dollars 

Ronald D. Utt's article "Tax Me 
Out to the Ballgame" (August) 
was right over the plate. It's 
wrong to subsidize wealthy ath- 
letes and team owners with tax 
revenue that should go to schools, 
teachers and law enforcement. 
The county where I live recently 
dedicated hundreds of millions of 
tax dollars to replace a sports are- 
na that is only 10 years old. Mean- 
while, the schools and jails are in 
disrepair, and the teachers and po- 
lice are underpaid. We called the 
county commissioners "out" dur- 
ing the primary elections. 

Federal legislation should be 



WE WANT 
YOUR OPINIONS 

The American Legion Magazine wel- 
comes letters concerning articles 
that appear in the publication. Be 
sure to include your hometown and 
a daytime phone number for verifi- 
cation. All letters are subject to edit- 
ing. Send your opinions to: 

The American Legion Magazine 
P.O. BOX 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

You can also contact us via 
e-mail directly or through the 
World Wide Web: 

e-mail: magazine@legion.org 
internet: http://www.legion.org 



considered to restrict using tax 
revenue to support any pro sports 
team. This would prevent owners 
from moving teams across state 
lines to grab tax revenue. I once 
loved to watch professional base- 
ball, football, hockey and basket- 
ball, but I can no longer support 
these subsidized millionaires. We 
need to get our priorities in order. 
- Dave Nelson, Germantown, Tenn. 

All about money 

The fat-cat owners of teams 
tell the public about the advan- 
tages of new stadiums. Pure prop- 
aganda. A few years ago, the city 
of Phoenix voted not to use tax- 
payer dollars to build a new base- 
ball stadium. They went ahead 
and did it anyway. Now they 
want to build a new football sta- 
dium. A developer offered them 
land for free. The offer was 
turned down because someone 
wasn't going to make enough 
money. In the meantime, they 
had to up the sales tax because 
the city was going into the red. 

- W.A. Robinson, Seligman, Ariz. 

Politics for all 

In "The Nobel Soapbox" (Au- 
gust) , Ernest W. Lef ever attempts 
to discredit scientists' right to 
comment on the ethics of foreign 
policy and the decisions of our po- 
litical leaders. He seems to suggest 
that all of us who have not stud- 
ied political science at a university 
should leave political analysis up 
to those who did. Contrary to 
what he would like us to believe, 
Lefever takes an elitist stance, one 
that is typical of the intellectual 
aloofness of so-called think-tank 
specialists. 

Politics reflect the imperatives 
of people, and we scientists have 
as much right and reason to ex- 
press our views in the political fo- 
rum. To coin a phrase, politics is 
not rocket science. It is, rather, a 
process that we have the right to 
participate in whatever degrees we 
might hold. If political scientists 
like Lefever are so good at political 
analysis, pray tell, where were 
they in predicting the events of 
Sept. 11? They are nothing but a 
colossal fraud. 

- Prentiss de Jesus, Arlington, Va. 
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Shown slightly smaller than 
actual size of 7 x 9 inches 



Honoring a Heroic Profession 

Never far from police officers' minds — and the 
hearts of those who love them — are the words of the 
beloved Police Officer's Prayer. This prayer for 
strength, guidance and blessing is familiar to 
officers everywhere. Now it is presented for the first 
time as a stunning Collector's Edition Porcelaine 
Print™. 

The art-enhanced border and golden band give 

"Policemen's Prayer" the look of a framed and 

matted gallery edition that would make a treasured 

gift. "Policemen's Prayer" comes with a 365-day 

money-back guarantee and is issued in a strictly 

limited edition, so act now to acquire it at the $29-95 

issue price. Send no money now; just return the 

coupon. „ ^ 

collectibles today, com 

Home of The Bradford Exchange and All Things Collectible 




iham tfirij fctur lays* 

f* jssiir ^iJi J = ihsm lis rVirij kr = p< us 

^Lrs Laifi rijjjlii and din)* 
/V>d nsiid rrirru r'trmly in fzmr z,i>r* t 
S^'i^W clamper r.£*jtt£ in sir w&i}, 

. itistu fcrus &irs,tt^tn it»d couragz 

/^s trjiii) 5=r/= '£»! du i t) J £» sfirl. 
cirir mors rrjJf** #*= £*sk dsar Lard, 






Your Collector's Edition 
Porcelaine Print™ will hang flat 
against any wall, thanks to the 
specially designed, built-in 
hanger on the back. 

Collector's Edition Porcelaine Prints™ 
are specially created from high-quality 
ceramic with properties that give it 
a high-luster appearance similar 
to fine porcelain. 
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THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 



9345 Milwaukee Avenue Niles, IL 60714-1393 

T H *-/f^fi£/lJlt OF COLLECTING* 



YES. Please enter my order for "Policemen's 
Prayer." I understand I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. 
I will be billed $29.95* when my collectible is shipped. 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 



Address 



City 



State . 



-Zip. 



Signature 

33171-E94991 

*Plus a total of $4.99 postage and handling. Illinois residents add state sales tax. 
Pending credit approval . Limited-edition presentation restricted to 95 firing days. 
Stand not included. Prices higher in Canada. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 



vet voice 



Good coverage 

The past two issues of The 
American Legion Magazine have 
been especially good. The articles, 
particularly "Worlds Apart/' "The 
Nobel Soapbox" and "A Press for 
Diversity" provide information 
and opinion you would never find 
in the mainstream press. I see let- 
ters to the editor complaining of 
the magazine's conservative bent. 
As far as I'm concerned, it's just 
right. If I wanted "center left" cov- 
erage, I'd subscribe to one of the 
dozens of other publications avail- 
able that present a much more 
"progressive" viewpoint. 

- Gary Wardle, Louisville, Ky. 

No alternatives 

I am dismayed and disappointed 
that the Legion wasted three pages 
on Roger Bruns' article "What 
Might Have Been" (August). It is 
impossible to know what might or 
might not have happened if this or 
that had or had not happened. 
Such speculation is a waste of 
time. History offers no alternatives. 
- David T. Saunders, Clackamas, Ore. 

Senior moment? 

The article about alternate his- 
tory was intriguing. I had heard 
about the "provisional" memo 
that Dwight D. Eisenhower had 
drafted in the event that the Nor- 
mandy invasion failed but had 
never seen the text. Fascinating. 
Although your caption states that 
he prepared the statement June 5, 
the handwritten date is clearly 
July 5. Had he lost track of time or 
was it an early "senior moment"? 

- Dick Boera, Lyndonville, Vt. 

Editor's note - In his book 
"Almost History/' Roger Bruns 
writes that the "rash of the 
moment" caused Eisenhower to 
mistakenly scribble July rather 
than June on the bottom of 
the note. 

veterans not valued 

As I read the article about 
William Pitsenbarger ("A Hero for 
All America," August), I was in 
awe of his accomplishments and 
bravery. His family must be proud. 
The problem I have is that the 
Medal of Honor was presented to 



his parents by someone other than 
the president. This medal is the 
highest honor that can be awarded 
to our military men and women. 
Should it not be presented by the 
highest official in our country, the 
commander in chief? 

- Ronald D. Shaw, Beloit, Wis. 

Quality care 

Thank you for the article 
"Loyal to VHA" (August). Three 
cheers for Dr. Omega Silva and 
her tribute to VA hospitals. My 
sister was a Navy hospital corps- 
man in World War II when she 
contracted rheumatic fever, 
which resulted in a damaged mi- 
tral valve. Her condition required 
many stays in the New Orleans 
VA hospital that included heart 
surgery. Over a period of 50 
years, she received excellent care 
that enabled her to live to age 
73. VA hospitals top my list of 
government organizations that 
fulfill their mission. 

- M. Lurline Jolly Albuquerque, N.M. 

Unwelcome intruder 

As an Air Force veteran of the 
Korean era who has received VA 
medical care for the past 11 years, 
I absolutely cannot relate to the 
VA that Dr. Omega Silva describes. 

I just returned from the local 
VA medical facility. During my vis- 
it, service was slow. My son com- 
mented that most providers made 
you feel you were an unwelcome 
intruder ruining their vacation. 

If you show up unannounced, 
even if you were told to return, 
you are made to cool your heels. 
Calling for an appointment is no 
solution. My last try took from 
June 21 to July 16 for a July 30 
appointment. So much for 
urgency. Dr. Silva calls this med- 
ical care "second to none." 

- CD. Clark, Morganfield, Ky. 

Idle conjecture 

I was astonished to read Alan 
Dershowitz's article "When All 
Else Fails ... Why Not Torture?" 
in the July issue. It is clear he 
has little knowledge or practical 
experience in intelligence collec- 
tion. Torture only prompts an ad- 
versary to do the same and to 
kick it up a notch when they 



have Americans in their hands. 
Can torture produce "sometimes 
truthful information," which he 
suggests is derivative from Israeli 
experience? Sure, like shooting 
into a flock of starlings with a 
.22-caliber rifle might eventually 
produce a kill. 

If Dershowitz had an inquiring 
mind, the American Society of In- 
ternational Law has much pub- 
lished research that could be of 
use to him to understand the folly 
of such practices. But knowledge- 
able he is not in interrogation, in- 
telligence collection or applicable 
law - a rather strange void for a 
Harvard law professor in 2002. 

-David A. Ellis, Fredericksburg, Va. 

Propaganda coup 

Neither being a law professor 
at Harvard nor an editor at The 
American Legion Magazine is 
proof against being just plain 
nuts, as Alan Dershowitz has 
proven with his article arguing for 
the legalization of torture. Neither 
seems to understand, much less 
care, that the article has given 
America's enemies a great propa- 
ganda coup. America, it will be 
said - seemingly the conscience 
of the world and with the support 
of a noted veterans organization - 
is proposing to do exactly what it 
purports to condemn elsewhere. 
That the article appeared as a 
commentary will be of no impor- 
tance, especially since a caution- 
ary note from the editor did not 
precede it. 

The Legion needs a commen- 
tary stating its opposition to tor- 
ture and to apologize to readers 
who might believe the reverse be- 
cause of Dershowitz's article, or it 
risks being seen as in league with 
torturers worldwide. 

- Thomas W. Daly, North Mankato, Minn. 

One-sided views 

The American Legion Magazine 
should tell John C. Eastman to 
spout his one-sided views through 
the Republican National Commit- 
tee ("The GAO's Assault on the 
Executive Branch," July). The 
GAO has a purpose for the Ameri- 
can people. The government does 
not belong to Dick Cheney. 

- Donald Gulso, Minneapolis 
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★ VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES PRESENTS THE PREMIER ISSUE k 
IN A POWERFUL NEW SERIES OF MILITARY COLLECTOR KNIVES ^ 



THE 



HOT LANDING ZONE DROP 

By Taylor Oughton r^r> i 




A battle is already raging in a 
hostile Vietnamese village, as 
waves of helicopters drop troops into 
"The Hot Landing Zone". This original 
full color scene captures every authentic 
detail of an intense battle, seared into 
memories of those who served. 



those 
not return 



This special painting was created to honor 
brave men, and to remember those who did 
from Vietnam and other wars, by Taylor Oughton, respected 
artist, teacher and World War II Veteran of the United States 
Marine Corps Okinawa Campaign and North China Occupation. 

This historic and powerful work is framed within a solid metal 
knife handle finished in gleaming 22 karat gold. The Vietnam 
Service Medal, struck like a fine coin and finished in 22 karat 
antiqued gold, is set in the front of the handle. 



The back of the knife features an engraved nameplate 
bearing the title of the work and an exclusive serial 
number. The blade is polished stainless steel and is 
imprinted with an American Bald Eagle. The Veterans 
Commemoratives medallion on the back is your assurance of 
quality and guaranteed satisfaction. 

Priced at just $ 39.50 per knife, including a Certificate of 
Authenticity and Lifetime warrantee. Order today from Veterans 
Commemoratives - creators of distinguished collectibles to honor 
our United States Veterans, since 1981. 



JL.JL.JL FOR FASTEST SERVICE CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 1-800-255-3048 + + + 

MONDAY - FRIDAY FROM 9AM - 5PM EST HAVE CREDIT CARD READY WHEN ORDERING. 



MAIL TO: 

Veterans Commemoratives Order Center 

1250 Easton Road, Suite 290, Horsham, PA 19044 



YES. I wish to order_ 



CREDIT CARD (✓ choice): 

□VISA ^MasterCard QAM EX □Discover Exp. / 

Mo. Yr. 

Card # 



_ (Qt y .) of The Hot Landing Zone 
Drop commemorative knife, including a Certificate of 
Authenticity and Lifetime Guarantee. 

I PREFER TO PAY AS FOLLOWS: 

□ Enclosed is my check or money order for $ 39.50* per 
knife payable to Veterans Commemoratives. OR 
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Mandatory vote on judicial picks 



SUPPORT 




Sen. Don Nickles 

R-Okla. 



President George W. Bush's 
judicial nominees deserve votes 
in the U.S. Senate but are being 
blocked by Democrats who 
want judges who match their 
liberal ideologies. 

Judicial vacancies are higher 
than they've been in years, but 
only 52 percent of the presi- 
dent's nominees have so far 
been confirmed. Former Presidents Clinton, Bush 
and Reagan saw more than 90 percent of their 
judges confirmed before their third years in office. 

Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., recently admitted 
ideology was a factor. "I don't feel it's appropriate 
for me to vote on a judge unless I have some idea 
of how he or she is going to vote," he said. His 
questions to nominees would include: "What are 

your views of the Second 
Amendment? Do you be- 
lieve that it pertains just 
to militias or to the aver- 
age person?" 

Such litmus tests 
could mean more liberal 
judges like those who found the Pledge of 
Allegiance phrase "under God" unconstitutional. 

Our founding fathers wanted judges to apply 
the law, not make law. They wanted wise citizens 
free from such ideological tests to protect our 
rights and liberty. Two such men are Miguel Estra- 
da and John Roberts, both nominees for the D.C. 
Court of Appeals. 

Estrada arrived in this country as a teen-ager 
who spoke little English but had a passion for the 
American dream. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa 
from Columbia College and magna cum laude from 
Harvard Law School. He clerked for Justice Antho- 
ny Kennedy, served as assistant to the Solicitor Gen- 
eral of the United States and has argued 15 cases 
before the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Roberts graduated magna cum laude from Har- 
vard Law School, where he served as managing edi- 
tor of the Harvard Law Review. He clerked for Jus- 
tice William Rehnquist, served as Principal Deputy 
Solicitor General of the 



"Our founding 
fathers wanted 
judges to apply the 
law, not make law" 



Sen. Patrick Leahy 

D-Vt 



OPPOSE 




The surge of judicial vacan- 
cies Democrats inherited from 
the Republican Senate majority 
last summer - reaching 110 - is 
being remedied. In the first 10 
months since the Senate 
changeover, under Democratic 
leadership, we have confirmed 
nearly 60 of President Bush's 
judicial nominees and have set 
a far better pace than Republicans set for President 
Clinton's choices, which averaged 38 per year. We 
have opened the process to public scrutiny. Contro- 
versial nominations take longer, and the president 
can help by choosing more nominees primarily for 
their ability instead of for their rigid ideologies. 

Because of the special nature of Supreme Court 
nominations, I have supported the Judiciary Commit- 
tee sending those nomi- 
nations to the full Senate, 
regardless of the vote in 
committee. Some Repub- 
licans, however, have re- 
cently begun to argue 
that lower court nomina- 
tions also should be sent 
to the Senate floor, 
regardless of the commit- 
tee's hearings and work and votes. I would remind 
them that more than 50 of President Clinton's nomi- 
nees never received votes from the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, and the Republican-led Judiciary Committee 
made those decisions, not the full Senate. 

The Judiciary Committee, before a vote is cast, 
must review thousands of pages of the record to de- 
termine if each nominee meets the high ethical and 
professional standards for a lifetime job as a federal 
judge. The Senate should continue to give a deci- 
sive role to members who have done the work to 
thoroughly evaluate these nominations. 

Under Democratic leadership, the Senate has 
greatly improved the pace in the handling of judi- 
cial nominees. More of President Bush's judges 
have been confirmed in just the first 10 months of 
Democratic leadership than were confirmed during 

all 12 months of 1996, 



"Under Democratic 
leadership, the 
Senate has greatly 
improved the pace 
in the handling of 
judicial nominees" 



United States and has 
argued 37 cases before 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 

These are only two 
examples of the highly 
qualified nominees now 
held up in the Senate. 
It's time to lift the block- 
ade and give these fine 
men and women a vote. 



YOUR OPINIONS COUNT 

Senators and representatives are interested in 
constituent viewpoints. You may express your views 
in writing at the following addresses: 



The Honorable (name) 

U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Phone: (202) 224-3121 



The Honorable (name) 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Phone: (202) 225-3121 



1997, 1999 and 2000. 

With cooperation from 
the White House, we can 
protect one of America's 
crown jewels, a truly in- 
dependent federal judici- 
ary that upholds the 
freedoms for which so 
many have given their 
lives to defend. 
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Disabled veterans 
deserve fairness 



BY SEN. BOB SMITH, R-N.H. 

I came to Washington with a strong 
belief that America's best days 
were still ahead. My desire was to 
improve the quality of life for every- 
one. As a Vietnam veteran, many of 
my ideas centered on improving the 
health and welfare of those who served 
in our armed forces. 

Many issues facing our veterans re- 
quired attention. Improving health care 
and providing long-term coverage to an 
aging community of veterans were in 
critical demand. In 1999, after years of 
work, we passed sweeping health-care 
legislation with the Millennium Health 
Care Act to begin to meet that need. 
Although we won that battle, the war 
continues. 

Nearly 17 years ago, Rep. Mike Bili- 
rakis, R-Fla., introduced concurrent-re- 
ceipt legislation to rectify the unfair law 
that requires military retirees to waive 
their retirement pay in order to receive 
disability compensation from VA. 

Military retirees are the only federal 
employees prohibited from receiving 
both retirement pay and VA disability 
pay concurrently without penalty. 
Those who have sacrificed a lifetime to 
the service and protection of our coun- 
try should not be punished for choos- 
ing a career in the military rather than 
as a government bureaucrat. 

The tide began to change this year. 
After years of working with both Rep. 
Bilirakis and Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev., it 
looked as if we would end the discrimi- 
nation against retired disabled veterans. 

However, defeat was snatched out of 
the jaws of victory. The House Budget 
Committee worked up a compromise 
that only would be available to those 
with disabilities of 60 percent or 
greater, but provides nothing for those 
who are 59-percent disabled or less. 
The program would have been phased 
in over five years. That only would 
cover approximately 80,000 veterans 
while leaving an estimated 450,000 to 



600,000 veterans behind. No veteran 
should ever be left behind. 

We owe our freedom and our way of 
life to these men and women who 
served with honor and who sacrificed 
for our freedoms. I find it hard to be- 
lieve that some would say our veterans 
who are less than 60-percent disabled 
are not deserving. This is not a ques- 
tion of funding but of priorities. I be- 
lieve our priorities should be with the 
veterans. 

I offered an amendment in the Sen- 
ate Armed Services Committee that 
would override the House compromise. 
The amendment would allow all retired 
veterans, not just those 60-percent dis- 
abled or more, to receive both full dis- 
ability and retirement pay immediately. 
Veterans also will not have to wait an- 
other five years to get the benefits they 
deserve and they have earned. 

We had overwhelming support on 
the committee vote, with only one sen- 
ator opposing the motion. The full Sen- 
ate later voted unanimously in favor of 
the amendment. 

Veterans should not have to pay for 
their disability compensation out of 
their retirement income. We should 
provide for fair and equitable 
treatment of our veterans - all veter- 
ans, not just a select few. 

The battle is not over, my fellow vet- 
erans. We must remain diligent as we 
work out the differences between the 
House and Senate bills. 

It's been 110 years since this unfair 
"concurrent-receipt" law was enacted. 
Let's stop this discrimination of our vet- 
erans. Let's do the right thing today. □ 

U.S. Sen. Bob Smith, R-N.H., a Vietnam 
War veteran, is a senior member of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. Last 
March, he co-authored an amendment 
to the Defense Authorization Bill of 
2003 that would allow immediate im- 
plementation of concurrent receipt of 
disability and retirement pay for mili- 
tary retirees. 
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Big business and 
big accounting 
face a tough 
challenge: Rebuild 
integrity and win 
back investors. 
But how? 



BY DOMINICK PERUSO 
AND PATRICIA WEAVER 

The audit of a company's ac- 
counting records protects in- 
vestors from corporate greed. 
A breakdown in the audit system 
triggers financial disasters like En- 
ron that weaken our economy. In- 
vestors grow edgy. The stock mar- 
ket sags and jobs disappear. The 
fall of Enron caused many to look 
hard at accounting practices. What 
they saw shocked the financial 
world and cast an accusing light 
on Enron's auditors, Arthur Ander- 
sen. What can be done to restore 
trust in the accounting numbers 
and in our stock markets that rely 
upon them? 

Companies that sell their stock 
to the public must have their ac- 
counting records audited every 
year by CPAs, like those at Arthur 
Andersen. An audit is done to ver- 
ify the fairness of the accounting 
records. Companies need to be 



audited because the temptation 
for them to cheat is great. Compa- 
nies who fake their accounting 
records trick the public about their 
true worth. Occasionally compa- 
nies seek advantage by making 
themselves look bad to avoid tax- 
es. Usually, though, companies try 
to make themselves look good by 
reporting lots of profits. A compa- 
ny that looks good can increase its 
stock price. 

An increasing stock price 
delights investors, since buying at 
a low price and 
selling at a high 
one is how in- 
vestors make 
money. A 
healthy stock 
price means the 
company can get 
loans easily. Top 
managers also 
want the stock 
price to rise be- 
cause hefty por- 
tions of their 
salaries and 
bonuses are 
based on it. So, 
falsifying 
accounting num- 
bers is a high- 
stakes game with clear rewards. 

Cooking the Books. Companies 
can use many methods to tinker 
with accounting numbers. Some 
of the most popular ways to 
"cook the books" include smooth- 
ing, materially misusing and ex- 
aggerating estimates. 

"Smoothing" occurs when 



management alters the books so 
profits appear to increase each 
year. Smoothing is common. Mi- 
crosoft recently promised to stop 
smoothing after being charged by 
the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission, the federal agency that 
polices publicly traded companies. 
Since Enron, worried investors 
doubted even General Electric, the 
darling of Wall Street for years. 
From 1995 to 2000, GE profits 
grew steadily and, some say, too 
smoothly. While no one accused 



Sometimes people are surprised 
to learn that accounting includes 
many estimates, so many that 
modern accounting is more about 
the art of estimation than it is 
about counting things. 
With so many estimates to make, 
a deceptive company has many 
chances to distort its numbers. 



GE of illegality, we would normal- 
ly expect profits to grow unevenly. 

"Materiality" relates to the size 
of accounting errors. The idea 
says that if a mistake is small and 
unintentional, it does not matter. 
The notion makes sense. No one 
would expect auditors to catch 
one tiny mistake in thousands of 
business dealings. Instead, the 
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auditor certifies that the 
accounting is fair overall. 
The dishonest company 
will intentionally pile up a 
series of errors, all the 
while claiming that each 
mistake is small. Eventual- 
ly it will achieve the large 
fictitious total that it 
wants. The auditor must 
object to such behavior. 
When management is de- 
ceitful, even small errors 
cannot be excused. 

Sometimes people are 
surprised to learn that ac- 
counting includes many 
estimates, so many that 
modern accounting is more 
about the art of estimation 
than it is about counting 
things. With so many esti- 
mates to make, a deceptive 
company has many chances to 
distort its numbers. 

Accountants know these tricks 
and watch for them in audits. 
When auditors use poor judgment, 
they become accomplices. If they 
look away when management 
plays fast and loose with materiali- 
ty, they fail as watchdogs. If they 
let themselves be convinced that 
an estimate is reasonable when it 
is not, they ratify the lie. 

What Went Wrong. By tradition, 
public accountants have been 
professional skeptics. They per- 
formed audits with the public in- 
terest in mind. Some years ago, 
an auditor with the CPA firm 
Price Waterhouse properly 
disagreed with the managers of 
IBM. The company wanted to call 
inventory that had been shipped 
to warehouses, but not sold, 
sales. The auditor criticized the 
practice in a sharp memo to IBM, 
which listened and adopted a 
more conservative method. Ah, 
the good old days. What 
happened to change them? 

To generate profits of their 
own, accounting firms began bid- 
ding against one another for busi- 
ness. In such a price war, audit 
work became a low-profit service. 
To make money, accountants of- 
fered consulting services to the 
businesses they audited. They 
helped with in-house accounting, 



We live in a world of global 
conglomerates, offshore tax 
havens, stock derivatives and 
technological upheaval 
Accounting too has gotten 
complicated. Companies seek 
more clever ways to enhance 

their stock prices. New 
accounting rules keep coming 
- but not quickly enough to 
stay ahead of inventive 
companies, and they are 
more complex than ever. 



setting up computer systems, buy- 
ing and selling assets, and expan- 
sion. The audit became a loss 
leader to get a foot in the door. 
One accounting firm even offered 
a $1 audit to new clients in the 
hope of generating huge consult- 
ing fees. 

While the accounting profes- 
sion defended its practice of ac- 
cepting consulting fees from audit 
clients, it grew dependent upon 
those fees. Business Week reported 
that in 1993 only 31 percent of 
fees to large accounting firms 
came from consulting. By 1999, 
that percentage swelled to 51 . 
More than half of Andersen's fees 
from Enron were from consulting, 
some of them for creating the no- 
torious Special Purpose Entities 
(SPEs) that Enron found so useful. 

We live in a world of global 
conglomerates, offshore tax 
havens, stock derivatives and tech- 
nological upheaval. Accounting 
too has gotten complicated. Com- 
panies seek more clever ways to 
enhance their stock prices. New 
accounting rules keep coming - 
but not quickly enough to stay 
ahead of inventive companies, and 
they are more complex than ever. 

Some companies rely on this 
complexity to cloak the truth. For 
example, the SPEs at the heart of 
Enron's trickery hid trading in as- 
sets and debt from appearing in 
the financial records. Enron used 



SPEs to tiptoe along the 
edge of legality while keep- 
ing the public in the dark. 

The failure of Enron set 
off accusations that the 
company bought favor in 
high places. Certainly the 
company was generous. 
But the money Enron 
spread around Washington 
pales when compared to 
the beefy sums the 
accounting industry flashed 
around town. Federal Elec- 
tion Commission data 
available from the Center 
for Responsive Politics at 
www.opensecrets.org re- 
veal the bounty that Ander- 
sen and Enron showered on 
key members of Congress. 
From 1989 through mid- 
2001, Enron spent $630,000 
while Andersen contributed 
more than twice that - nearly 
$1.5 million. 

Andersen was only one of the 
national audit firms. The data also 
show that the audit firms along 
with the American Institute of 
CPAs, the national trade organiza- 
tion, spent nearly $41 million on 
lobbying from 1997 through the 
first half of 2001 . Andersen was 
the biggest lobbyist of the audit 
firms, outspending the next clos- 
est firm nearly 2 to 1 . Andersen 
splurged for nearly $10 million 
while the American Institute of 
CPAs paid out $11.7 million. Not 
surprisingly, accountants have 
been successful in getting what 
they want from government. 
What did all that money buy? 
It bought self-regulation, rather 
than government regulation, of 
the accounting profession. It con- 
vinced government to overlook 
the apparent conflict of interest of 
letting audit firms provide con- 
sulting services to audit clients. 

Self-regulation for accountants 
has not worked, and those who 
called for government interven- 
tion have gone unheard. A Public 
Oversight Board was supposed to 
watch auditors and keep them 
independent from the companies 
they audit. But CPA firms funded 
the board. It had virtually no 
power to investigate or punish, 
instead relying on the goodwill 
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of the firms. Since the au- 
dit firms were so hellbent 
on cashing in on consult- 
ing, the board never had a 
chance. 

Peer review, a key fea- 
ture of self-regulation, also 
failed. Peer review requires 
that one audit firm evaluate 
another at regular intervals. 
In effect, peer review is an 
audit of the auditor. Recall that 
Enron declared bankruptcy early 
in December 2001. Yet in January 
2002, the accounting firm that re- 
viewed Andersen gave them top 
marks. Big accounting firms are 
rarely disciplined by their peers. 

Andersen refused to change 
the way it did business even after 
a string of stunning audit failures 
including the Baptist Foundation 
of Arizona (the largest nonprofit 
bankruptcy), Enron and World- 
Com (the largest accounting 
fraud and largest bankruptcy) . 
Business commentator Larry 
Kudlow noted that "not once did 
the accounting firm ever 
acknowledge wrongdoing, nor 
fire guilty executives, nor inter- 
nally reform its operating prac- 
tices." Naturally, whistleblowers 
at Andersen were ignored and 
often criticized. In the end, the 
culture at Andersen rewarded 
greed and feared truth. 

During an audit, accountants 
visit the company they are exam- 
ining, often for weeks at a time. 
Management of the company has 
time to evaluate personnel from 
the accounting firm as potential 
employees. They get a close look 
without the added costs of adver- 
tising and interviewing. The com- 
pany can reap added savings on 
training since the former auditor, 
now a company employee, knows 
how the company works. 

When auditors leave the audit 
firm to work for a company they 
used to audit, odd situations can 
arise. In future audits, those who 
stayed with the audit firm can end 
up inspecting the books of their 
old colleagues and - sometimes - 
even their former bosses. For ex- 
ample, Andersen audited Waste 
Management for more than 30 
years. During all but the past three 
years, every top financial and ac- 



When Enron fell 
politicians, investors and 
business leaders alike called 
for reforms. But they may 
not be able or willing to fix 
the problems for good. 



counting officer at Waste Manage- 
ment had earlier worked at Ander- 
sen. Chumminess between the 
watchdog accountant and compa- 
ny management erodes the skepti- 
cism required of an auditor. 

Who Can Fix It? The accounting 
profession seems unlikely and un- 
willing to save itself. A profession 
that traded so cavalierly on its 
reputation, that embraced tempta- 
tion so casually and that peddled 
influence so widely could proba- 
bly not command the moral 
ground to be taken seriously. 
When Enron fell, politicians, in- 
vestors and business leaders alike 
called for reforms. But they may 
not be able or willing to fix the 
problems for good. 

One early scheme came from 
Harvey Pitt, chairman of the SEC - 
also a former lobbyist for the ac- 
counting profession. He called for 
a committee to oversee and disci- 
pline auditors. Many criticized his 
solution as halfhearted. The 
accounting industry's Public Over- 
sight Board, already charged with 
the same duties, resigned en 
masse after Pitt's announcement. 
The New York Times reported that 
the chair of the board called Pitt's 
proposal "a sham intended to give 
the industry more power to disci- 
pline itself rather than submit to 
outside scrutiny." 

Criticism of Pitt has grown. An 
editorial in The Wall Street Jour- 
nal called for his resignation. By 
early summer, articles appeared 
in the business press with titles 
such as "Do We Buy or Sell This 
SEC Boss?" and "Still Hoping for 
More from Harvey Pitt." 

Over the past decade, many 
condemned the cozy relationship 
of auditors with those they audit. 
Those most upset by Enron called 
for an end to this conflict of in- 



terest. In a turnabout rare 
to the profession, the 
American Institute of CPAs 
said it will not oppose fed- 
eral legislation limiting au- 
dit firms from providing 
consulting services. Some 
found irony in the hair- 
splitting phrasing that the 
institute used. Rather than 
agreeing to a ban, the insti- 
tute commits only to "not 
oppose" the efforts of others. 

Changing auditors every few 
years also has been suggested as a 
way to bring fresh eyes to a com- 
pany's finances. TIAA-CREF, a gi- 
ant pension and mutual-fund fam- 
ily, regularly changes auditors. 
Opponents say changing auditors 
is too costly. A new auditor would 
need too much time to learn 
about the company, they argue. 
The fervor that propelled this so- 
lution in the early days of Enron 
has faded. 

Since the WorldCom fraud, 
change seems likely. 

Loud calls for change echo 
through the financial press and 
the stock markets. Both Pitt and 
the president call for corporate 
and accounting reform. Congress 
holds hearings. 

Spurred by WorldCom and a 
seemingly endless string of cor- 
porate scandals, Congress passed 
the Corporate Reform Act. The 
act limits the consulting that au- 
ditors can do and provides for 
independent regulation of audi- 
tors. Yet worries persist that the 
accounting lobby and others will 
delay and cripple any new law. 

Change takes time. Congress 
will move on to new outrages. If 
the nation loses focus, special in- 
terests can stifle reform. For real 
change to happen, we must scour 
the details, watching closely for 
the devil who might lurk within. □ 

Dominick Peruso is a CPA and as- 
sistant professor of accounting at 
Juniata College in Huntingdon, 
Pa. Patricia Weaver, also a CPA, is 
a professor at Juniata College. She 
teaches accounting and finance. 

Illustration: Samuel A. Minick 

Article design: Holly K. Soria 
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Macular Degeneration 



iscover why 

thousands of people 
with low vision have 
purchased the VideoEye® 
power magnification 
system to continue 
reading and doing 
everyday tasks .... 



1 he VideoEye® is a fantastic 
piece of equipment . . . my 
mother just loves it. Thank you 
for such a life saver for people 
who have low visionV 

Marion Asher, Spanaway, WA 




VideoEye! 

DeptTL 10211 West Emerald Boise, ID 83704 
ph (208) 323-9577 fax (208) 377-1528 

©VideoEye is a registered trademark of VideoEye Corporation Patents pending 




30 day money-back guarantee 



HOW TO 

BUILDX/ 

Egg 



Despite the 
markets peaks 
and valleys, 
people who 
stick to sound, 
long-term 
investment 
plans inevitably 
come out 
ahead. 



BY LOU DOBBS 



Enron. Dot-bombs. The reces- 
sion that wasn't a recession - 
or was it? In recent years, 
we've dealt with a dizzying myriad 
of business developments that have 
spooked investors, especially those 
who perceive anything less than 
double-digit growth in their nest 
eggs as failure. Get used to it. Sin- 
gle-digit growth may indeed be an 
admirable accomplishment for now. 

When NASDAQ rose 85 percent 
in 1999, people thought that getting 
a 30-percent return was a bad year. 
Well, we all know what a bad year 
is now, don't we? In a "slow- 
growth" climate, getting 7-percent 
to 10-percent return will be 
outstanding. 

Whether in boom times or dog 
days, those who stick to sound, well- 
planned financial blueprints 
inevitably come out ahead. And if 
economic times ever swing back into 
anything resembling 1990s-style 




prosperity, 
investors should 
keep some cautionary 
lessons gleaned from 
the early 21st century 
foremost in their minds. 

Enron: Diversification is critical as 
is spotting the trouble signs. It's easy 
to judge the good employees and 
faithful investors who lost millions 
with the fall of Enron. But remem- 
ber how seductively tempting this 
stock was before February 2001, 
when Enron seemed as solid as any 
stodgy blue chip with a sense of sex 
appeal? Its business model was 
praised as innovative, not scandal- 
sheet fodder. Enron was trading at 
$83 in early 2001. A year and a half 
later, it literally wasn't even worth 
two bits. This reminds us that share- 
holders and employees need to take 
command of their own investing 
with a diversified group of compa- 
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Shareholders 
and employees 
need to take 
command of their 
own investing with 
a diversified group 
of companies and 
stay on top of 
developments 
that affect 
their worth. 



Masterfile/Allan Davey 
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nies and stay on top of de- 
velopments that affect their 
worth. This takes more ef- 
fort, but the average 
investor can do it. 

In the case of Enron, all 
kinds of trouble signs arose. 
CEO Jeffrey Stalling 
announced his resignation 
from his self-described 
"dream job" just six months 
after taking it for vaguely 
described "personal 
reasons." Then Enron's account- 
ants made some gross assumptions 
about future revenue sources. 

If a company is betting that a 
significant chunk of future rev- 
enues will come from a 10-per- 
cent gain on pension-fund invest- 
ments, buyer beware. In the post- 
19908 boom, most investors were 
lucky not to lose significant 
amounts of invested equity, much 
less bank on a 10-percent return. 
Even in "normal" times, one 
should not assume anything more 
than an 8-percent return, or less. 

One of the silliest developments 
of corporate accounting to come 
along has been the inclusion of 
earnings on gains in the pension 
fund. Think about it. The pension 
fund is run by the company pure- 
ly to benefit its employees, not the 
stockholders. This method of ac- 
counting needs to end. 

Investors also need to keep 
track of the company's cash flow. 
It needs to grow as fast, or faster, 
than the revenue. With Enron, 
what good were the immense rev- 
enue streams without cash flow- 
ing back into the company? Cash 
flow from operations is consider- 
ably less suspect to stealth 
accounting methods and is an 
honest way of looking at a com- 
pany's financial health and stabil- 
ity. Keeping your eye on this bot- 
tom-line item will ensure you're 
on top of the companies who 
have your money. 

The Bursting of the Tech Bubble: 

Don't get swept by the hype. The 
fall of the dot-coms, followed by 
the collapse of telecoms and other 
tech sectors, shouldn't have seri- 
ously harmed anyone who main- 
tained a diversified portfolio. By 
"diverse" I don't mean investing 



Cash flow from operations 
is considerably less suspect 
to stealth accounting methods ... 
Keeping your eye on this 
bottom-line item will ensure 
that you're on top of the companies 
who have your money. 



five-year commitment. 
But remember what hap- 
pened in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s when 
double-digit CD rates were 
quite common? Right 
now, getting 10 percent on 
your investment sounds 
like a great deal. Watch 
for a climb in the rates, 
then act accordingly. 



in 10 dot-coms and five telecoms, 
even 10 small-cap, large-growth 
mutual funds. 

Still, as with a single stock like 
Enron, it was difficult to resist the 
temptation to strike it big in very 
short time, getting caught up in 
the madness of the moment by 
essentially betting on one horse. 

Now the lessons are clear. 
Some $700 billion in company 
valuations was lost in the demise 
of the dot-coms. And that was 
nothing compared to the burst of 
the broader tech bubble, with 
$1.5 trillion lost on telecom alone. 
It was an unmitigated disaster. 
But again, the trouble signs were 
out there for anyone to see. Stock 
prices were soaring for companies 
that had no projected earnings - 
or even prospects of earnings - 
for two or three years. Those few 
with projected earnings had price- 
to-earnings ratios literally in the 
thousands. (To put in context, a 
price/earnings ratio below 20 is 
considered solid.) 

Tech isn't dead, that's for cer- 
tain. A number of New Economy 
companies will prove to be win- 
ners in the next several years, and 
some of them may very well be 
dot-coms. But your portfolio 
should maintain such investments 
as just part of the big picture, not 
the driving force. 

Besides, plenty of places out- 
side of Wall Street are available 
for you to park your hard-earned 
money. Real estate presents 
tremendous opportunity as prop- 
erty and land valuations contin- 
ue to increase. Also, as inflation 
rises, so will interest rates in ve- 
hicles like your local bank's CDs. 
We've seen meager interest rates 
on CDs for quite some time now, 
say, less than 5 percent for a 



The Economics of Terror: 

Detach your emotions from your 
investing. The events of Sept. 11 
taught us all that we're vulnera- 
ble. This was a direct attack on 
the very heart of our financial 
system. In the immediate days of 
the market re-opening, a selling 
panic brought the Dow down 
14.3 percent, a record 1,370- 
point plunge. 

From a market perspective, the 
aftermath was reassuring. Anyone 
who held faith by buying stocks 
at that point was vastly rewarded. 
Six months after Sept. 11, the 
Dow rallied 28.8 percent from its 
Sept. 21 low. 

The terrorists could not destroy 
our foundation of strength. Ours 
is the most powerful and resilient 
economy in the world. We didn't 
contract in the fourth quarter of 
2001. We grew. Consumers didn't 
buy less. They bought more. The 
lesson here? Don't get caught up 
in the emotions of the market. 
Long-term planning should be 
based upon clear-headed, logical 
reasoning, as dictated by proven 
market principles. 

Recession Fears: Trying to "time" 
an economic swing will cost you in 
the end. In 2001 and 2002, 
economic reports either confirmed 
or dispelled our perception that 
we were in a recession. We hung 
on every word about the nation's 
productivity, consumer confidence 
and a host of other looking-glass 
factors. You can argue whether we 
were in a recession or not. But, 
the truth is, it didn't matter. The 
fact is that corporate earnings 
were in a severe recession, and 
stocks fell accordingly. 

Even as a rebound seemed 
promising in the middle of this 
year, we were working ourselves 
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BUT WE WILL SEND IT TO YOU FREE! 

1903 "FordMobile" 



Valued at $30 
it's yours FREE 



Scale 1:32 
4" Long 




You are looking at the very first car the Ford 
Motor Company ever made— The 1903 Model A 
"FordMobile". Our authentic heavy die-cast replica is 
officially licensed by The Ford Motor Company and never 
available before. Its truly a collector's item and you 
can't get it anywhere else at any price. 
This extremely handsome 1:32 scale die-cast model is preci- 
sion engineered to original Ford specifications and has been 
captured in stunning detail. A few authentic features include: 

• Tufted leather-look seats 

• Detailed planetary transmission 

• Visible connecting chain drive 

• Dual carriage lamps 

• Tubular radiator with cooling coils 

• Dual accessory storage baskets 

• Leaf spring suspension 



Here is what we ask of you With No Risk or 
Obligation on your part. Agree to preview, at your leisure 
in your home and at absolutely no risk, the first two cars in 
our new and exclusive classic Ford "Golden Age Collection" 
series, the 1909 Ford Touring Car and the 1926 Ford Fordor 
Sedan (both shown below.) These cars are valued at $30 each, 
but they can be yours for Only $10 each. Yes, that's a $60 
value for Only $20. The Ford Motor Company has officially 
authorized and licensed these cars as authentic classic replicas. 
They will be available only as a Limited Edition to the cus- 
tomers of The National Motor Museum Mint™ who agree to 
preview the cars of The Golden Age of Ford (1903 to 1940) 
series. There are 24 precision built heavy die-cast in 
this series plus the incomparable "FordMobile". Here 
is the good part, you are never under any obligation to pur- 
chase any car at any time. And whatever you choose, the 
"FordMobile" is yours to keep. 



Best Guarantee Ever From Any Die-Cast Car Company 

You have the absolute right to send back any car at any time to 
us for a full purchase price refund. Yes, that's anytime not 30 
days or 60 days, but anytime. You have nothing to lose. 



VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 

ww*motormintxom/forcLhtm 



i -888-21 5-6468 

Department GDFF-0009 

MON-FRI, 9 AM-9 PM, SAT & SUN, 9 AM-5 PM, Eastern Time 

© 2002 The National Motor Museum Mint, 22 South Smith St.., Norwalk, CT 06855-1018 



You will receive both the 1909 Ford Touring Car and the 1926 Fordor Sedan die- 
cast replicas which are precision-engineered to Ford Specifications, each featuring 
over 40 hand-assembled parts. Other details, such as the opening doors, dual-open- 
ing hood with intricately detailed engine, are those you would normally expect ' 
replicas that sell for over $30.00. 
The National Motor Museum 
Mint™ is proud to offer 
- these milestone vehicles 
for $10 each. 




St 




1926 Ford 
Fordor Sedan 



Scale 1:32— 4V2 M Long 



1909 Ford 
Touring Car 
Scale 1:32 — 4" Long 

Fully Operating Parts- 
Dual Opening Hood with Engine— Rubber Wheels- 
Detailed Interior— Opening Doors— Headlamps- 
Tail Lamps— And Mvch, Mvch More. 



NATIONAL MOTOR MUSEUM MINT, Dept. GDFF-0009 
22 South Smith Street, Norwalk, CT 06855-1018 

Yes, send me my FREE 1903 "FordMobile", the first car Ford 
Motor Company ever made. I am starting my Golden Age of 
Ford collection with the 1909 Ford Touring Car and the 1926 
Fordor Sedan. I understand that each car is Only $10 and my 
postage and handling is Only $5 for both. (Total $25). I am 
under no obligation to keep any die-cast cars and I may keep 
the "FordMobile" no matter what I decide. 
(CT residents please add 6% Sales Tax) 

Enclosed is $ Check or Money Order 

OR Charge it: □ Visa □ MasterCard □ American Express 



Acct# 

Name 

Address_ 
City 



_Exp._ 



State 



_Zip_ 



E-mail address: 
Day Phone 



But 



out of a lot of difficulties. 
We still had excessive cor- 
poration inventories. Busi- 
ness investment was low. 
This is the natural cycle of 
business, though. Skies 
brighten, then cloud up. 
Storms settle in. Then the 
forecast gradually 
improves again. When 
sunnier days are ahead, 
you should enjoy the ride up 
stay focused on the value of your 
investments. Have a long-term 
strategy, not one strictly focused 
on quarter-to-quarter perform- 
ance. People still obsess over Wall 
Street's expectations of perform- 
ance vs. actual earnings. My ad- 
vice is the shareholder needs to 
take charge of the market instead 
of letting the market take control 
of the shareholder. 

Attempting to "time" the mar- 
ket is a fool's game. I've never 
met anyone who can do it with 
any precision all the time. And 
you can lose a lot by trying to buy 
at the lowest and sell at the high- 
est. Pigs get fat, but hogs get 
slaughtered. Instead, develop a 
sound plan; determine a reason- 
able rate of return and stick to it. 
In my case, I most often sell a 
stock once it's hit either a 10-per- 
cent gain or loss. If it goes down 
10 percent, for example, you only 
lose that much if you sell at that 
point. Besides, you can always 
buy it back if it continues to de- 
cline. A 10-percent swing is a 
pretty suggestive sign of the direc- 
tion it's going. 

The Fed: Don't dwell too much on 
its every word and deed. We've 
over- thought the role of the Fed. 
It can only do so much. It 
chopped away at interest rates 
extensively in recent years, and 
stocks kept dwindling. We hung 
on every word that Alan Green- 
span spoke. But he was just one 
of many immensely qualified, but 
still human, experts reading the 
tea leaves, albeit, he was the 
biggest one of them all. Still, he 
made his famous "irrational exu- 
berance" assessment of the boom 
market in December 1996. The 
market didn't decline until March 
2000. Had you taken immediate 



Don't get caught up 
in the emotions of the market. 
Long-term planning should be 

based upon clear-headed f 
logical reasoning, as dictated by 
proven market principles. 



rebound and possibly even 
get additional training or 
education to boost your 
"value-added" prospects in 
job hunting. 



action upon Greenspan's words, 
you'd have missed out on three 
great years of lucrative returns. 

Layoffs: Put yourself and your fi- 
nancial house in order before trou- 
ble hits. Unlike the on-again, off- 
again recession, this was one lin- 
gering business news story of the 
early 21st century of which there 
was no doubt. Even as the econo- 
my recovered earlier this year, the 
job picture lagged behind. This is 
actually quite common in bad 
times. Cutting jobs is the easiest 
way to shore up the bottom line 
when times get bad, and restoring 
those jobs is often put off by em- 
ployers until after a rebound is well 
in hand. The number of people 
collecting jobless benefits hit a 19- 
year high in April, and the jobless 
rate leaped to 6 percent. The good 
news is we're a knowledge-based 
economy. The bad news is we 
don't have an adequate amount of 
training to do other things if we 
lose our jobs. A corporation's loyal- 
ty to an employee is no guarantee, 
and company-staffing philosophies 
can shift from quarter to quarter. 
So you need a back-door plan. 
Take an honest look at yourself as 
if you were a commodity. What are 
your marketable assets? What kind 
of employer would want you? To 
do what kind of job? 

Anytime you go on the market, 
an indefinite period will be spent 
pursuing a new position. Do you 
have enough liquid savings to 
hold out? What defines "enough" 
depends on your age and respon- 
sibilities. But, generally, those in 
their 40s or 50s with a mortgage 
should have enough to pay a 
year's worth of expenses. This 
does not include your retirement 
savings. It does not include equity 
in your house. It is savings that 
you can live on while you 



Rising Debt: Get rid of it. 

Another way to prepare for 
the worst is to reduce or 
eliminate your debt. The 
burden of losing a job or 
dealing with a pay freeze is soft- 
ened considerably by confronting 
that credit-card balance. Many 
families are carrying significant 
amounts; U.S. households aver- 
aged $8,367 in credit-card debt 
last year, according to Card Web. 
Too many consumers cripple 
themselves financially by paying 
only the minimum payment every 
month, spending literally decades 
in debt, paying thousands of dol- 
lars in interest. The best advice is 
to condition yourself to use credit 
cards with discipline. Try to pay 
off the balance every month. Even 
if the mortgage has $150,000 re- 
maining to pay and the credit card 
has $2,000, the credit card should 
be paid off first. Credit-card debt 
is the worst kind you can carry. 
You can't deduct the interest from 
your taxes as you do with your 
mortgage. The double-digit inter- 
est rates charged to you far out- 
pace the single digits you're likely 
to reap from your investments, as 
well as the relatively affordable 
interest rates available for mort- 
gage loans. 

Simply stated, the stock market 
will always be marked with boom 
times and dog days because it mir- 
rors current economic confidence. 
However, by following a few sim- 
ple financial guidelines, such as 
living within your means, elimi- 
nating debt as quickly as possible, 
diversifying your investments and 
sticking with a sound financial 
plan, you can easily build a sizable 
nest egg, enabling you to live com- 
fortably in your golden years. □ 

Lou Dobbs is anchor of CNN's 
"Lou Dobbs Moneyline. " He also 
anchors a syndicated financial- 
news radio report for United 
Stations Radio Networks Inc. 

Article design: Holly K. Soria 
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New 



Tiny Hearing Aid 
Will Amaze You! 



Small and Discreet yet Powerful 



If hearing problems disrupt 
your life, the EarMate-LT 
may be your solution. 

Are you one of the millions of 
Americans suffering from gradual 
hearing loss? You say "What?" 
more often because it sounds to you 
like people are mumbling. Family 
members complain that you play 
the TV too loudly. You avoid 
conversations. It happens to almost 
everyone — you hear but don't 
understand. 

U.S. Army research concluded 
hearing loss associated with aging is 
a normal, predictable process. In 
today's noisier world that loss 
occurs at younger ages. You may 
not even be aware it's happening. 

Now you don't have to sacrifice 
your quality of life because of your 
mild to moderate 
hearing loss. The 
EarMate-LT 
amplifies the higher 
tones which you've 
been missing. Try 
it yourself risk- free 
— it may be the 
perfect solution for 



Out of Sight! 



you! 



Micro Technology 

You may dramatically improve 
your hearing with the new 
EarMate-LT. You will love 
your new hearing helper. Your 
friends will notice how much 
more you hear and understand. 
The EarMate-LT fits discreetly 
in your ear. Hidden in the tiny 
hearing aid is enough power to 
help those with a mild to 
moderate hearing loss. The 
EarMate-LT uses a class H 
circuit to give you longer 
battery life. You can adjust 
both the volume and feedback 
controls to your preference. 

Low Introductory Price 

For only $299 you can try the 
EarMate-LT hearing aid for 
yourself. You can be assured 
that quality is not sacrificed. 
Compare the EarMate-LT to 
hearing aids selling for more 
than $1,000 and decide which 
works best for you. You order 
conveniently by mail from a 
family business which has sold 
hearing aids by mail for 20 
years and has over 200,000 
satisfied customers. Call or 
write today! 



Unsolicited comments from our customers-printed with their permission. 

"I've had [name brand 1] $1,400, [name brand 2] $1,200 and 
[name brand 3] $3,400. The audio quality of your LT's is very 
much superior to any that I've had before. " 

G.Z. - New London, MO 



"It fits my ear really good and I love it.' 

© Hearing Help Express, Inc. 



J.H. - Fallston, MD 




Made in 
the USA! 



EarMate-LT enlarged. 



"This hearing aid has helped 
her so much. She loves it 
and all of the family does 
too. We don't have to yell 
anymore... We thank you a 
thousand times." 

G.W - Tellico Plaines, TN 




Hearing Help Express 

105 North First St, Dept 34-428 
DeKalb, IL 60115-0586 

FREE Shipping! 

Please rush me 
details on the EarMate-LT. 
There is no obligation and 
no salesperson will call. 

Mr.Mrs.Ms. 



Address _ 

City 

|State/Zip. 



tec 




t 
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The International 
Criminal Court's 
absurd claims of 
jurisdiction over 
Americans threaten 
constitutional rights. 

BY SUSAN KATZ KEATING 

The year is 2003. American 
soldiers in Afghanistan be- 
come embroiled in a border 
firefight with Iranian troops. Later, 
the American unit's commander - 
a colonel - is vacationing in Ger- 
many. While sightseeing, he is 
snatched off the street by local po- 
lice. The colonel soon finds him- 
self in prison in the Netherlands. 
President Bush demands the 
colonel be released, but Dutch offi- 
cials insist he instead stand trial in 
a world court for war crimes. An 
incensed President Bush prepares 
to invade The Hague. 

Bizarre as it may seem, such a 
scenario is conceivable, and U.S. 



Unauthorized 

Authority 




Spc. Michael Hursa mans the gunner 
position atop an armored vehicle near 
Brcko, Bosnia. In July, the U.S. ambassa- 
dor to the United Nations threatened to 
shut down peacekeeping operations if 
U.S. troops are not granted immunity 
from the International Criminal Court, ap 
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officials are now mulling the possi- 
ble consequences of a new foreign 
war-crimes court that claims juris- 
diction over American citizens. 
That new chamber, the Interna- 
tional Criminal Court, is based in 
The Hague. Americans most likely 
to be targeted for ICC prosecution 
are the those entrusted with our 
national defense: government offi- 
cials, along with our soldiers, 
sailors, airmen and Marines. 

"No one is exempt," says Adele 
Waugaman, media liaison for the 
Coalition for the International Crim- 
inal Court, an ICC support organi- 
zation. "Not even the president." 

The court has stirred consider- 
able controversy in the U.S. gov- 
ernment. Rep. Henry Hyde, chair- 
man of the House Committee on 
International Relations, has de- 
clared the United States must nev- 
er ratify the treaty establishing 
the ICC. Defense Secretary Don- 
ald Rumsfeld has called the 
court's claims "illegitimate." 

"Unsigning" the Treaty. The ICC 

has long been a work in progress. 
The idea for such a court was first 
raised after World War II. Discus- 
sions began in earnest, though, in 
the early 1990s when U.N. member 
states sought to create a permanent 
institution to prosecute people ac- 
cused of genocide, war crimes and 
crimes against humanity. 

At first, the United States active- 
ly participated in forming the court. 
"We did this because there truly is 
a need to prosecute people who 
mastermind atrocities," says David 
Scheffer, who was President Clin- 
ton's U.S. Ambassador at Large for 
War Crimes. "The age of impunity 
for those masterminds must end." 

Scheffer and others worked for 
years to negotiate a treaty estab- 
lishing the ICC. Points of 
contention included vulnerabili- 
ties of U.S. servicemembers, polit- 
ically motivated prosecutions and 
the definition of "aggression." 

The latter issue was particularly 
important, Scheffer says. "If there's 
one crime the United States would 
be charged with politically, it 
would be the crime of aggression." 

As the Clinton presidency 
came to a close, the treaty still 
contained elements unacceptable 



to the United States. Clinton de- 
clared that he did not recommend 
that his successor submit the 
treaty to the U.S. Senate to be rat- 
ified. But on Dec. 31, 2000, Clin- 
ton dispatched Scheffer to sign it. 

"He did it because we felt that 
the best way to advance our inter- 
ests was to remain part of the 
process," Scheffer says. 

The Bush administration took a 
far different stance. 

"If we remain party to the treaty, 
we lend credibility to an institution 
that is heavily prejudiced against 
our interests," says a Senate staff 
member who wishes to remain 
anonymous. "Our best course of 
action is to distance ourselves from 
that court as much as possible. We 
need to turn our backs." 

In May, President Bush did just 
that. He announced that the Unit- 
ed States would withdraw its pre- 
vious signature; we were, in ef- 
fect, "unsigning" the treaty. 

The United States also threat- 
ened to withdraw from U.N. 
peacekeeping missions if Ameri- 
can troops are not given a one- 
year exemption from the court. 
Rumsfeld and Vice President Dick 
Cheney reportedly want to seek a 
permanent exemption. 

Nevertheless, more than 60 



other nations have ratified their 
own signatures, thereby putting 
the treaty into effect. The ICC 
came into being July 1 . 

No Accountability. The ICC is de- 
signed to work on a case-by-case 
basis. The court moves into action 
when a member nation files a 
complaint against an alleged war 
criminal. The court then issues an 
arrest warrant, which all member 
nations are bound to honor. At 
some point, the accused is arrest- 
ed, turned over to authorities at 
The Hague and put on trial. 

The treaty is particularly popu- 
lar in Europe, where most nations 
have signed on. The ICC also has 
been endorsed by a number of 
non-government organizations 
such as Amnesty International 
and Human Rights Watch. 

The main selling point is that 
the court targets genocidal mon- 
sters. "We're going after the Pol 
Pots and the Hitlers of the world," 
Waugaman says. 

Supporters predict the ICC will 
act as both a deterrent and a judi- 
cial response to war-related crimes. 
William Pace, an official with the 
Coalition for the International 
Criminal Court, has called the 
treaty "a symbol of the triumph of 




Prince Zeid Ra'ad Zeid al-Hussein, Jordan's ambassador to the United Nations, pres- 
ents to U.N. Undersecretary-General Hans Corell his country's instrument of ratifica- 
tion of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. Atoki lleka, U.N. Ambas- 
sador for the Democratic Republic of Congo, looks on. The ceremony tallied the 60th 
country to ratify qualifying the statute for entry-into-force. coms 
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law over violence and brutality." Others have termed 
it "the most significant advance in international law 
since the founding of the United Nations." 

However, critics charge that the ICC is beset with 
overwhelming problems. Opponents say the court 
has no history, no precedents, no tradition of great 
legal minds, no single binding body of law and no 
accountability. 

Critics continue to question the court's definition 
of terms such as "war crimes," "genocide" and 
"crimes against humanity." Experts in international 
law have pointed out that the 1999 NATO bombing 
campaign over Yugoslavia, for instance, could qualify 
as a war crime. A major oil spill at sea might be 
couched as a crime against humanity. 

Furthermore, critics charge, it is uncertain the court 
can deter atrocities. The United Nations and NATO, for 
example, set up a war-crimes tribunal and launched a 

bombing campaign to 
combat excesses by 
the Slobodan Milose- 
vic regime in 
Yugoslavia. After- 
wards, the Belgrade 
leadership only 
increased its attempts 
at "ethnic cleansing." 

"Why we should 
believe that bewigged 
judges in The Hague 
will prevent what 
cold steel has failed 
to prevent remains 
largely unexplained," 
said John Bolton, 
speaking to Congress 
in 2000 before he be- 
came undersecretary 
of state. 

ICC supporters 
point to the successes of the Nuremberg trials that fol- 
lowed World War II. But where Nuremberg - imple- 
mented at the scene of the crime by a conquering 
power - succeeded, other tribunals have not. A tribu- 
nal to prosecute war crimes proceeded to a certain 
point and then stalled. The Yugoslavia tribunal in The 
Hague bogged down because of the gleefully defiant 
antics of Milosevic. 

Elsewhere, lofty purpose has come to embrace the 
inexplicably mundane. The European Court of Human 
Rights routinely rebukes national governments over 
such matters as workers' pensions or mail delivery. 
How will cases unfold at the ICC? 
Since even the judges have not yet been chosen, 
no one is certain about the cases, other than to say 
that they probably will occur in great number. An 
ICC official told The American Legion Magazine that 
by next spring, the court expects a backlog that will 
exceed its 100-occupancy prison. 

This raises yet another question: are there, in 
truth, more than 100 Hitlers and Pol Pots currently 
wreaking havoc on ICC-member nations? 




The United Nations and NATO set 
up a war-crimes tribunal to prose- 
cute the atrocities of Slobodan Milo- 
sevic's regime in Yugoslavia. The 
Belgrade leadership only intensified 
attempts at "ethnic cleansing." Corbis 



'A recipe for 
isolationism' 

On May 6, 2002, U.S. Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfeld issued the following statement about the 
newly created International Criminal Court: 

Earlier today, this administration announced the 
president's decision to formally notify the United 
Nations that the United States will not become a 
party to International Criminal Court treaty. The U.S. 
declaration, which was delivered to the secretary gen- 
eral this morning, effectively reverses the previous 
U.S. government decision to become a signatory. 

The ICC's entry into force on July 1 means that our 
men and women in uniform - as well as current and 
future U.S. officials - could be at risk of prosecution by 
the ICC. We intend to make clear, in several ways, that 
the United States rejects the jurisdictional claims of the 
ICC. The United States will regard as illegitimate any 
attempt by the court or state parties to the treaty to 
assert the ICC's jurisdiction over American citizens. 

The U.S. has a number of serious objections to 
the ICC - among them, the lack of adequate checks 
and balances on powers of the ICC prosecutors and 
judges; the dilution of the U.N. Security Council's 
authority over international criminal prosecutions; 
and the lack of an effective mechanism to prevent 
politicized prosecutions of American servicemem- 
bers and officials. 

These flaws would be of concern at any time, but 
they are particularly troubling in the midst of a diffi- 
cult, dangerous war on terrorism. There is the risk 
that the ICC could attempt to assert jurisdiction over 
U.S. servicemembers, as well as civilians, involved in 
counter-terrorist and other military operations - 
something we cannot allow. 

Notwithstanding these objections to the treaty, the 
United States respects the decision of those nations 
that have chosen to join the ICC. But they, in turn, will 
need to respect our decision not to join the ICC or to 
place our citizens under the jurisdiction of the court. 

Unfortunately, the ICC will not respect the U.S. 
decision to stay out of the treaty. To the contrary, 
the ICC provisions claim the authority to detain and 
try American citizens - U.S. soldiers, sailors, airmen 
and Marines, as well as current and future officials 
- even though the United States has not given its 
consent to be bound by the treaty. When the ICC 
treaty enters into force this summer, U.S. citizens 
will be exposed to the risk of prosecution by a court 
that is unaccountable to the American people and 
that has no obligation to respect the constitutional 
rights of our citizens. 

The United States understandably finds that trou- 
bling and unacceptable. Clearly ^see isolationism, page 28 
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Veterans Commemoratives Announces its Official 



UNITED STATUS MILITARY 



DRESS POCKET WATCHES 



Featuring Your Full Color Military Service Emblem, 
Engraved With Your Name, Rank, Serial Number and Years of Service 



We are pleased to honor your service to Country by issuing a i 
unique Veterans Commemorative Military Dress Pocket Watch. 

The watch is precision quartz for years of accurate 
timekeeping. Easy to read 24 hour Military time dial. 

The watchcase is beautifully y^^__^^ 
finished in 22 karat gold. 

Each Military Emblem is sculpted in high M 
relief detailed with full color hand- / 
enameling and gold plating. jlm 

It's "Thank You" priced at just //■ 

$65.00* plus $4.50* for engraving, «>. 

shipping and handling. Your ft 

Satisfaction is Guaranteed \ 
or Your Money Back! 





Complete with 1 2" chain and pouch with beltloop, 

Military Pocket Watch- Veterans Commemoratives 
1250 Easton Road, Suite 290, Horsham, PA 19044 
□ YES! I wish to order my Military Pocket Watch, 

personalized as follows: (Check choice. Please print clearly.) 

PLEASE SEND ME A FREE AMERICAN FLAG PIN 

Service Branch: □ Army □ Navy □ Air Force □ Marine □ Coast Guard 

Full Name: 

Rank: Years Served: 19 - 

Serial Number: 

I wish to pay as follows: 

□ Enclosed is my check or money order for $ 65.00* as payment in full. OR, 

□ Charge my Credit Card $ 65.00* as payment in full. 

*Plus $ 4.50 shipping & handling and engraving **PA residents add 6% state sales tax. 



ORDER FORM 



Credit Card# 



□ Visa □ MasterCard or □ AMEX 

(Pease print clearly.) 

Signature 



Exp.Date_ 



_/_ 



MONTH YEAR 



Daytime Phone Number(_ 
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Address 
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State 



_Zip 
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"Of course not/' says the Senate 
staff member. "So you have to ask: 
what are they really aiming for?" 

Jeremy Rabkin, an international 
law expert and professor of govern- 
ment at Cornell University, warns 
that the court is aimed at countries 
that send their troops abroad - 
specifically, the United States. 

"Keep this in mind," Rabkin 
says. "We are not part of the 
treaty, yet we are still within their 
gunsights." 

That leads to what opponents 
say is the ICC's most basic flaw: 
the court claims a seemingly 
boundless authority. Any member 
nation may file a complaint against 
an "offender." Any non-member 
nation that asks to join the treaty 
for the purpose of a single case 
also is welcome to get onboard. 

The court's wide-ranging 
claims are pegged to an old con- 
cept known as the Law of Univer- 
sal Jurisdiction. That law granted 
broad powers of jurisdiction to 
individual nations for the sole 
purpose of prosecuting stateless 
pirates who roamed the high seas. 
Modern war criminals, though, do 
fall under state authority - an au- 
thority the ICC would circumvent. 

"The core function of govern- 
ment is enforcing government 
law," Rabkin says. "What this 
treaty says is the power to make 
and enforce criminal law can be 
detached from constitutional law." 

In the United States, that issue 
alone is monumentally important. 
"We follow our own Constitution," 
says the Senate staff member. "Not 

[isolationism] the existence 

of an International Criminal Court, 
which attempts to claim jurisdic- 
tion over our men and women in 
uniform stationed around the 
world, will necessarily complicate 
U.S. military cooperation with 
countries that are parties to the ICC 
treaty - because those countries 
may now incur a treaty obligation 
to hand over U.S. nationals to the 
court, even over U.S. objections. 
The United States would consider 
any such action to be illegitimate. 

We obviously intend to avoid 
such actions. Fortunately there may 




Nazi war criminals sit in the defendants' 
box in a Nuremberg, Germany, court- 
room during an international tribunal in 
November 1945. Supporters of the Inter- 
national Criminal Court point to the suc- 
cesses of the Nuremberg trials. DoD 

the laws of a foreign court." Fur- 
thermore, "our troops follow the 
U.S. chain of command." 

Coming Crisis? The treaty's threat 
to American soldiers has so 
alarmed American lawmakers that 
Congress passed legislation this 
summer specifically repudiating 
foreign claims over U.S. troops. 
That legislation, the American Ser- 
vicemembers Protection Act, em- 
powers the president to dispatch 
American troops abroad only if al- 
lies guarantee they will not use the 
ICC to encroach on U.S. authority 
over its own people. Additionally, 
the legislation authorizes the presi- 
dent to use military force to liber- 
ate any American detained 
anywhere on behalf of the ICC. 

The ICC's supporters are not 
happy about the American Ser- 
vicemembers Protection Act. 

"It's an in-your-face threat to 



be mechanisms within the treaty by 
which we can work bilaterally with 
friends and allies, to the extent they 
are willing, to prevent the jurisdic- 
tion of the treaty and thus avoid 
complications in our military coop- 
eration. Obviously, countries that 
have not ratified the treaty would 
be under no such obligation to co- 
operate with the court. 

By putting U.S. men and 
women in uniform at risk of politi- 
cized prosecutions, the ICC could 
well create a powerful disincentive 
for U.S. military engagement in the 
world. If so, it could be a recipe for 



many of our friends and allies 
around the world," Scheffer says. 
"It's literally a declaration of war 
against the court." 

Others maintain that the court 
itself is the antagonist. 

Former Secretary of State 
Lawrence Eagleburger was so 
outraged by the terms of the ICC 
that two years ago he simply told 
Congress, "This treaty ought to be 
junked." 

Clearly, the opposite has hap- 
pened. Only time will reveal the 
consequences. 

Rabkin predicts a crisis. The 
scenario involving the Iranian fire- 
fight is one possibility. Any enemy 
could conceivably raise "nuisance" 
charges against American forces 
and their commanding colonel. "A 
colonel would suit the court's 
needs," Rabkin says. "He's high 
enough in rank to be important, 
yet low enough that they would 
think they could get away with it." 

Two years ago, Sen. Jesse 
Helms, R-N.C, told his own For- 
eign Relations Committee to pre- 
pare for such an event. "The day 
is not far off," he said, "when 
American servicemen and 
officials will face indictment by 
an international criminal court. "□ 

Susan Katz Keating is author of 
the book "Prisoners of Hope: Ex- 
ploiting the POW/MIA Myth in 
America" and director of special 
programs for the Freedom Muse- 
um in Manassas, Va. 

Article design: Doug Rollison 



isolationism - something that 
would be unfortunate for the 
world, given that our country is 
committed to engagement in the 
world and to contributing to a 
more peaceful and stable world. 

For a strong deterrent, it is criti- 
cal that the U.S. be leaning for- 
ward, not back. We must be ready 
to defend our people, our interests 
and our way of life. We have an 
obligation to protect our men and 
women in uniform from this court 
and to preserve America's ability to 
remain engaged in the world. And 
we intend to do so. □ 
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Attention 

Asbestos Victims 

MESOTHELIOMA • LUNG CANCER • ASBESTOSIS 




For complete information on asbestos diseases and whether 
you, or your loved one, qualifies to file a lawsuit against the 
asbestos manufacturing industry, visit the website of the law 
firm that set the standard for asbestos litigation in New York. 

..weitzlux.com 

Weitz &r Luxenberg, p.c. 

LAW OFFICES 

Setting the standard in product liability litigation 

180 Maiden Lane • New York, NY 10038 

1(800)476-6070 

e-mail: ClientRelations@weitzlux.com 

Please know that you are not considered a client of our firm until your case has been accepted by us, and you have signed 
a formal "retainer agreement." Future verdicts or settlements cannot necessarily be predicted from prior results. 
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National 
Commander 
Ron Con ley has 
'the heart of 
The American 
Legion 1 when 
it comes to 
serving others. 



BY MATT GRILLS 



The U.S. government prom- 
ised long ago to provide for 
veterans. Ron Conley, The 
American Legion's new national 
commander, has spent his life 
making sure that happens in his 
home state of Pennsylvania. 

His name is a familiar one at 
local VA medical centers. Conley 
checks conditions, scrutinizes re- 




Ron Conley has spent three decades working on behalf of Pennsylvania veterans. As 
national commander of The American Legion, one of his major concerns is improved 

VA health care. Tom Strattman 



ports and talks to directors, never 
afraid to sound the alarm if he 
sees trouble. He's also testified be- 
fore Congress on long-term care 
and other issues. He does it all be- 
cause he believes those who wore 
the uniform are entitled to the best 
treatment this nation can offer. 

That conviction goes back to 
the mid-'60s, when Conley was 
an air policeman stationed in 
Guam. One day, wounded troops 



passed through the air base on 
their way home from Vietnam. 
Among them was a young man 
who lost his vision when a mor- 
tar struck his unit. 

"I was on duty at the time and 
had an opportunity to talk with 
him," Conley recalls. "He wanted 
to know who was going to take 
care of him when he came back 
to the United States." 

That question stayed with 



30 


October 2002 


The American Legion Magazine 





Conley after he returned from the 
service in 1966. He followed in 
the footsteps of his father, a 
World War II veteran, by starting 
an apprenticeship in steamfitting 
- and later by joining The Ameri- 
can Legion. It was through that 
organization that Conley, who 
didn't have the opportunity to 
serve in Vietnam, found the best 
way to help the men who did. 

Now, as national commander, 
he's eager to inspire in others that 
same hunger. 

"What Ron has taught me is 
that you find time and do it if it 
pertains to veterans," says Steve 
Dennison, department service offi- 
cer for Pennsylvania. "He has the 
heart of The American Legion." 

Blue-Collar Commander. Conley 
and his wife, Barbara, settled in 
the hills south of Pittsburgh fol- 
lowing his discharge from the Air 
Force, buying a home in Scott 
Township. The brick two-story 
has quite a history; the couple's 
five children grew up in the 
house, and now their 10 grand- 
children come over to play in the 
back yard or swim in the pool. 
During the '70s, the Conleys' 
house doubled as the township's 
Legion post. 

"Ron was a member of the Cas- 
tle Shannon Post, and because he 
spent so much time down there, I 
asked him, 'Why don't you start a 
post in our own township?'" Bar- 
bara recalls. "I said, Tou can fly 
the American flag out front and 
put the seal on our living-room 
window.' He took me up on it." 

Post 290 has its own building 
now, but Conley remains a touch- 
stone for the veterans of his com- 
munity. "I can't tell you how 
many people call my house and 
ask for his assistance, from get- 
ting somebody into a hospital to 
helping somebody file a claim," 
Barbara says. 

Try to shower him with acco- 
lades and Conley won't hear it. 



He'd rather focus on the job at 
hand, whether it's helping craft a 
resolution for the Legion's 
National Executive Committee or 
welding pipes at a construction 
site. Truthfully, he doesn't see the 
two as all that different - being a 
union worker and a Legionnaire, 
that is. Both organizations are pa- 
triotic, respect the flag and are 
committed to serving oth- 
ers, he says. 

The Conley name goes 
back generations at Steam- 
fitters Local #449 in Pitts- 
burgh. Conley's grand- 
father, father and two un- 
cles were members; Conley 
and his son, Ronnie, carry 
on the tradition. 

While he's done a few 
commercial projects, includ- 
ing supervising heating and 
air-conditioning control 
work at the Pittsburgh air- 
port, most of Conley's time 
on the clock has been spent 
handling piping in power- 
houses, steel mills and 
chemical plants. The job has 
its share of risks; Conley's 
been gassed, fallen from 20 
feet up and known the pain 
of a two-inch steel cap hit- 
ting him in the forehead 
with 100 pounds of pressure 
behind it. 

"I've had almost nine 
lives in construction work," 
he says. 



and a friend of Conley for 25 
years. "Ronnie works toward 
compromise and consensus as 
opposed to confrontation. He's 
excellent when it comes to get- 
ting to the meat and potatoes of 
an issue and finding common 
ground. Quite a few contractors 
are eager to have his services in 
supervisory capacities." 




Ron Conley and his wife, Barbara, moved to Pitts- 
burgh following Conley's discharge from the Air 
Force in 1966. They have five children and 10 
grandchildren. Tom Strattman 



Born to Lead. Conley earned his 
reputation as a good man to work 
for back in the 70s, when he 
served as union steward during 
construction of the Bruce Mansfield 
Power Plant in Shippingport. With 
as many as 500 steamfitters on site 
at the project's peak, Conley shoul- 
dered the heavy responsibility of 
representing his union in jurisdic- 
tional disputes with 13 other crafts. 

"He did fantastic," says 
William Beardsley Jr., Steamfit- 
ters Local #449 business agent 



That ability to work with peo- 
ple makes Conley a natural when 
it comes to Legion leadership. On 
the post level, he served four years 
as commander and 22 years as ad- 
jutant. He also served as county 
commander and district com- 
mander before Pennsylvania Le- 
gionnaires elected him department 
commander in 1987. During his 
term Conley founded The Ameri- 
can Legion for Homeless Veterans 
Corp., which most people consider 
his greatest achievement. 

"We spent $40,000 for four 
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Ronald R Conley 



Residence: Pittsburgh 
Age: 58 

Family: Wife Barbara; children Christina, Ronald II, Denise, Shannon 
and Tim; grandchildren Tara, Tracy, Kaitlyn, Erin, Josh, Brian, 
Andrew, Jonathon, Daniel, Benjamin 

Education: Mount Lebanon High School, Pittsburgh, 1962; Steamfit- 
ters Local #449 apprenticeship program; associate's degree in 
construction management, Community College of Allegheny County, 
1978 

Military: U.S. Air Force, 1963-1966; served as an air policeman at 
Lockbourne Air Force Base, Ohio, and Anderson Air Force Base, 
Guam; received honorable discharge October 1966 

Business and professional experience: Steamfitters Local #449 mem- 
ber, 1967-2002; served as union steward and on election committee, 
finance committee and examining board; superintendent and general 
foreman on million-dollar projects, including powerhouses, steel mills 
and the Greater Pittsburgh International Airport 

Affiliations: Sts. Simon and Jude Roman Catholic Church, Catholic 
War Veterans, Knights of Equity, ANAVICUS 

The American Legion: 
Post - Adjutant, commander 

County - Junior vice commander, senior vice commander, 
commander 

District - Finance officer, commander 

Department - Vice commander, commander, Boy Scouts Committee 
chairman, Housing Committee chairman, Membership & Post Activities 
Committee chairman, Rehabilitation chairman; president of Pennsylva- 
nia American Legion National Convention Corporation, 1993 
National - Advisory Committee to the National Commander, Alter- 
nate National Executive Committeeman, Citizens Flag Alliance, Con- 
vention Commission Liaison Committee, Distinguished Guests Com- 
mittee, Foreign Relations Council vice chairman, Legislative Commis- 
sion Liaison Committee, Legislative Council vice chairman, National 
Executive Committeeman, National Security Commission, Subcom- 
mittee on Resolutions 

Achievements and honors: Founder and president of The American 
Legion for Homeless Veterans Corp., 1988; gubernatorial 
appointment to Vietnam Veterans Herbicide Commission, 1982; 
served on advisory boards to Allegheny County Commissioners, the 
late Sen. John Heinz, Sen. Rick Santorum and former U.S. Rep. Doug 
Walgren 

Awards: Pennsylvania American Legion Distinguished Service 
Award, Veterans Affairs Meritorious Service Award, National Pioneer 
Award, National Achievement Award, 100-Percent District Comman- 
der, 100-Percent Department Commander 
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homes and $5,000 to renovate 
them - a small price to pay for 
giving somebody a second chance 
at life," he says. The program now 
operates eight homes in Pennsyl- 
vania and serves as a model for 
similar efforts nationwide. 

Conley's hard work has long 
had the admiration of peers, who 
expect the next Legion year to be 
a productive one under his hand. 

"He's aggressive," says John 
Titus, a past Pennsylvania depart- 
ment commander who has 
enjoyed a 30-year friendship with 
Conley. "If he says something, 
you can take it to the bank." 

Dr. Almo J. Sebastianelli, past 
national vice commander, has 
worked alongside Conley on the 
department and national levels. 
He's certain the new commander 
is the man to put the Legion in 
America's spotlight. 

"Ron will be vigilant in pro- 
tecting veterans' rights," Sebas- 
tianelli says. "He will be seen. 
He will be heard." 

A Legion Family. From the day 
Conley joined the Legion, he's 
purposely limited his involvement 
with other organizations so he 
could give 100 percent. "We al- 
ways used to say the Legion was 
his hobby, but it's his life," Bar- 
bara says, laughing. 



32 


October 2002 


The American Legion Magazine 





A SALUTE TO 
DEFENDERS 
OF 
FREEDOM 




own smaller than actual size 
of appr. 9V2 inches tall, overall 
(24.1 x 28.5 cms). ^P*^ 



America's Heroes 

Throughout history, the U.S. Armed Forces have 
answered duty's call, working together with one 
goal in mind: to defend freedom wherever it may 
be challenged. Now, to salute their dedicated ser- 
vice to America, we present "Defenders of 
Freedom," a unique collectible that unites a 
breathtaking montage portrait with a hand-cast 
and hand-painted sculpture 

Marvel at the assembled military strength as 
two massive aircraft carriers, a destroyer, and an 
attack sub speed into position, while three fully- 
sculptural F-18 Hornets soar off the deck. 

Extensive hand-crafting and expected heavy 
demand will restrict supply. Act today to acquire 
it at the $39-95 issue price. Send no money now. 



collectiblestoday.com 

e of The Bradford Exchange and All Things Col 




Side view shows the remarkable 
sculptural craftsmanship of each piece 

©2001 BGE 33271-BD 



THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 



9345 Milwaukee Avenue Niles, IL 60714-1393 

T " E ^^^^"° ' COLLECTING 

YES. Please enter my order for "Defenders of 
Freedom." I understand I need SEND NO MONEY 
NOW. I will be billed $39.95* when my collectible is 
shipped. Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 



Address 

City 

State 



-Zip. 



Signature 



33271 -E94992 

*Plus a total of $5.99 postage and handling. Illinois residents add state sales tax. 
Pending credit approval . Edition limited to 295 casting days. Prices higher in Canada. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 




Conley decorates veterans' graves at 
Mount Olivet Cemetery in Pittsburgh 
with grandsons Joshua, 12, and Andrew, 
4, on Memorial Day Tom Strattman 

Their kids know all too well. 
"Our vacations were the conven- 
tions," says Denise DeCollo, one 
of the Conleys' three daughters. 
"We knew Philadelphia as well as 
we knew Pittsburgh." 

Barbara combined those trips 
to Legion meetings with visits to 
Valley Forge, the Liberty Bell and 
Betsy Ross' home. "She always 
wanted our kids to understand 
where we were and what the Le- 
gion is about, so she'd make them 
write an essay on the way home 
about their experience," Conley 
says. "I think they're better for it." 

Helping with poppy sales and 
decorating veterans' graves are 
other sweet memories the Conley 
children share with their father; 
now their own children accompa- 
ny "Pap" to the cemetery on 
Memorial Day, minia- 
ture flags in hand. 

"We've been a Legion 
family, supporting all he 
does," Barbara says. 

If Conley isn't at 
home on holidays, it's 
safe to say he's address- 
ing a group of Legion- 
naires somewhere in 
the state. He insists his 
vocabulary needs work; 
in fact, he carries 
around an electronic 
dictionary to aid him in 
preparing speeches. But 
elegant words do not a 
speaker make; delivery 
and enthusiasm are the 
keys. Evidence suggests 



Conley doesn't lack either. 

Take a speech he gave years 
ago at a Veterans Day program in 
Tyrone, one that made a surpris- 
ing impact on a newspaper 
reporter. The woman approached 
Conley after he finished speaking 
to tell him she lost her son in 
Vietnam. "I thought he died in 
vain, and I've criticized the gov- 
ernment in the newspaper every 
chance I've had," she continued. 
"You made me realize my son 
died for a reason." 

The War Effort. Asked if he plans 
to promote a specific Legion pro- 
gram, Conley points to the Ameri- 
can Legion flag. "That's my pro- 
gram," he responds. 

He'd like to see more publicity 
on the Legion's Sept. 11 Memorial 
Scholarship. He wants to keep 
members apprised about the 
CARES program, which he fears is 
the first step in dismantling VA hos- 
pitals. But Conley doesn't see a 
need to change the Legion's course. 

"We're engaged in national se- 
curity. We're concerned about pa- 
triotism. We're concerned about 
health care for veterans," he says. 
"I think we're on track." 

Sept. 11 has been the spring- 
board for Conley's year as nation- 
al commander. He asks Legion 
posts to be the outlet for Ameri- 
cans to participate in the war ef- 
fort, whether through VA hospi- 
tals, homeland security initia- 
tives, children's education or 
patriotic events. 





Scott Township Post 290 owes its existence to Conley, 
who founded it 30 years ago. The post met in his home 
for eight years before securing a building, one that 
includes a small duckpin bowling alley Tom Strattman 



Conley talks with Horace Turner, an 
Army combat medic who left the service 
in 1991 and ended up on the streets. 
Thanks to Conley's American Legion for 
Homeless Veterans Corporation, which 
operates eight homes in Pennsylvania, 
Turner has a place to live while he 
rebuilds his life. Tom Strattman 

"We get a lot of warnings 
about possible terrorist attacks," 
he says. "People are frustrated. 
They don't know what to do. The 
American Legion should be able 
to give direction." 

Conley especially wants to 
bring back to the fold Legionnaires 
who think they're too old to help. 
He offers this maxim: The mind 
conceives, the heart believes and 
the hands achieve. 

"If your mind works and you 
believe something in your heart, 
you don't need to get around like 
you used to," he says. "Write a 
letter. Make a phone call. Let your 
hands do what needs to be done." 

Conley is just as clear about 
what he expects from himself. As 
a leader, he must instill in others 
the belief that what they're doing 
matters - that in even the small 
tasks, they are doing something to 
help make The American Legion 
a better organization. 

"That's the challenge," he says. □ 

Matt Grills is an assistant editor at 
The American Legion Magazine. 
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Announcing the National Collector's Mint ™ tribute to the. 



RAREST U.S. GOV'T 
$20 GOLD DOUBLE 

EAGLE 




as a 



10 Mil Pure Gold Proof for only $19.95! 



Washington, D.C., Corp. ID Center, 
Thursday, 8:55 AM - Today history is being 
made! The National Collector's Mint 
announces a limited release of 1933 Gold 
Double Eagle Proofs heralding America's 
rarest $20 Gold Piece, which is the only legal 
tender coin surviving from the 445,500 
mintage of 1933. These were the LAST $20 
GOLD PIECES EVER MINTED! 

When President Roosevelt ordered the 
return of all gold coinage to the Treasury, 
the entire legal tender mintage of 1933 $20 
Gold Pieces was supposedly melted down. 

Then in early 1944, the Egyptian govern- 
ment applied for an export license for a 1933 
$20 Gold Piece to be placed in the extensive 
collection of King Farouk. The application 
was mistakenly approved and the "coin which 
didn t exist" was sent to Egypt. 

Fifty years later it was brought to the U.S. 
for sale and promptly seized by U.S. 
Treasury agents. The 1933 $20 Gold Piece 
was put away for safe keeping in the 
Treasury's vaults in THE WORLD TRADE 
CENTER! Luckily, it was moved to Fort 
Knox before the terrorist attacks of 
September 11th. 

You can see why this incredible coin 
became the most expensive gold coin in the 
world at an auction in New York City when it 
sold for a record 7.6 million dollars! 

Now, you can reserve your own 1933 
Gold Double Eagle Proof It's the rarest U.S. 
Gov't $20 Gold Piece as a 10 Mil Pure Gold 
Proof with Saint-Gauden's magnificently 
engraved Miss Liberty in frosted relief on a 
mirror-like background on the obverse. The 
majestic American Eagle in flight in frosted 
relief on a mirror-like background on the 



reverse, and the magic 1933 date over the 
engraver's initials. 



SPECIFICATIONS 

Composition: 10 Mil 24 KT 

Gold Clad Base 

Weight: ~7 oz. avdp 

Diameter: 39mm 

Condition: Proof 

Series: EE 

Registration: By number in 

ascending order 



ADVANCE DISCOUNT 
PRICE 

The issue's price will be set at $39 per 
proof. However, during this limited special 
release, this 24 KT Gold clad masterpiece 
can be yours for only $19.95. But you must 
act NOW to take advantage of this Special 
Advance Striking offer. THIS MAY BE THE 
ONLY OPPORTUNITY YOU WILL EVER 
HAVE TO ACQUIRE THIS 24 KT GOLD 
CLAD MASTERPIECE. 

Each 1933 Gold Double Eagle Proof 

comes with a Certificate of Authenticity 
and is individually numbered. Distribution 
will take place in registration number order. 
So, the earliest reservations receive the 
lowest registration numbers. A deluxe vel- 
vet presentation case is available for an 
additional charge. 

STRICT LIMIT 

There is a strict limit of five Proofs per 
customer. Orders will be filled on a first- 
come, first-served basis. Nonetheless, if the 
1933 Gold Double Eagle Proof is not every- 
thing we promised, send back your order 



within 30 days by insured mail and we'll 
promptly refund your purchase price. Your 
satisfaction is guaranteed. 

HOW TO ORDER 

Call now to ensure availability, 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week with your credit card or 
we'll take your check by phone. Call toll- 
free 1-888-NAT-MINT, Ext. 9488 (1-888- 
628-6468). Timely mail orders will be 
accepted if directed to: National Collector's 
Mint, Dept. 9488, 4401 A Connecticut Ave. 
N.W., PMB-850, Washington, DC 20008. 
Nonetheless, late orders may not be honored 
and remittance will be returned uncashed. 

You may order one 1933 Gold Double 
Eagle Proof fox $19.95 plus $5.00 shipping, 
handling & insurance, 3 for only $69 ppd., or 
5 for only $1 12 ppd. Deluxe velvet presenta- 
tion case is only $4.50 each ppd. So, don't 
delay. Avoid disappointment and future 
regret. ACT NOW! 

CALL TOLL-FREE 
ASK FOR EXT. 9488 

1-888-NAT-MINT 



National Collector's Mint, Inc. is an inde- 
pendent, private corporation not affiliated 
with the U.S. government with headquarters 
at 8 Slater Street, Port Chester NY 10573, 
1-800-452-4381.O2002 NCM GM-G22. 
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t Visit our website at: www.ncmint.com 




No time 





To win the war on terror, America must change 
its negative perception of "mission creep" 



BY ALAN W. DOWD 

Long before he served in the 
Bush administration, Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
began collecting little morsels of 
common and not-so-common 
sense. Dubbed "Rumsfeld's Rules," 
the collection of wit and wisdom 
is virtually required reading in 
Washington. However, with the 
next step in the war on terror hin- 
dered by Beltway worries over a 
wider war, it appears that at least 



one of Rumsfeld's rules, in which 
he quotes President Eisenhower, 
is being ignored: "If a problem 
cannot be solved, enlarge it." 

The problem, of course, is ter- 
rorism and its patrons, architects 
and infrastructure. That means the 
problem extends far beyond 
Afghanistan. If nothing else, Sept. 
11 taught the United States that ter- 
rorism's war on civilization cannot 
be contained to faraway places, 
within tidy geographic boundaries. 
Consequently, neither can civiliza- 



tion's war on terrorism. As Rums- 
feld observed during the early 
phases of the war in Afghanistan, 
"The only way to deal with these 
terrorist threats is to go at them 
where they exist ... to take the bat- 
tle to where they are." 

However, doing that over the 
long haul requires the American 
people, along with their government 
and military, to reevaluate the way 
they look at the entire world, as 
they did at the outset of the Cold 
War. This simply has not yet 
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occurred in the war on terror. Until 
it does - until the war becomes an 
overlay for every hotspot and con- 
flict on the globe, a prism through 
which everything else is considered 
- the roots of global terrorism will 
remain intact. And America's anti- 
terror campaign will not achieve 
what the American people demand. 

The first step in reversing this 
course is to follow Rumsfeld's 
rules and enlarge the problem. In 
short, mission creep should not 
only be expected in the war on 
terror; it should be encouraged. 

Hard Facts. How large is large 
enough? President George W. Bush 
was on the right track last Septem- 
ber when he spelled out the doc- 
trine that bears his name. "Our 



Soldiers from an airborne division set up 
a security perimeter in Afghanistan earli- 
er this year. Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld has said the war on terror 
must be fought wherever terrorism 

eXiStS. U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Todd M. Roy 

enemy," he explained, "is a radical 
network of terrorists and every 
government that supports them." 
The network extends into 60 coun- 
tries, many of which oppose ter- 
rorism but lack the means to com- 
bat it. This category includes such 
disparate places as Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Somalia, 
Georgia and even Colombia. 

Next are the countries that, in 
Bush's words, "oppose terror but 
tolerate the hatred that leads to ter- 
ror." Sudan and Saudi Arabia fall 
into this category. Until last Octo- 
ber, so did Pakistan. However, in 
the intervening months, Pakistan 
has proven with words and actions 
that it is indeed an ally in the war 
on terror. The picture is not so clear 
for the Saudis and the Sudanese. 

Finally, there is the hard core of 
terrorism. We know them well - 
Libya, Arafat's Palestine, Syria, 
Iran, Iraq and North Korea. Even 
this group can be broken down 
into terrorist subgroups. Libya is 
slowly limping away from its old 
ways. Given the right incentives or 
pressures, Syria and proto-Palestine 
might choose the path of reform. 
Iran has a growing reform move- 
ment of its own, while the regimes 
in Iraq and North Korea seem sadly 
beyond reform or repair. 

Still, the United States cannot 
wage the war on terror based on 
hope and hypotheticals. Washing- 
ton must deal with the hard facts 
of the here and now. The facts are 
that along with terrorist organiza- 
tions such as al-Qaida, the al-Aqsa 
Martyrs and others, these govern- 
ments have come together at what 
Bush calls "the perilous crossroads 
of radicalism and technology." 



| commentary 

Some have money, some have in- 
telligence capabilities, some have 
technology, some have personnel, 
some have weapons of mass de- 
struction. All of them have 
motives. Whether they comprise 
an "axis of evil" or something else 
is irrelevant. These groups and 
states do exist, and as long as they 
continue to poison the planet, they 
are a threat to the civilized world. 

Who's Winning? Unraveling ter- 
ror's hard core will obviously be 
far more difficult than toppling 
the heroin dealers who ruled 
Afghanistan. As former British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
observes, they "have had years to 
entrench themselves, and they will 
not be dislodged without fierce 
and bloody resistance." However, 
Thatcher's words should not dis- 
suade America from carrying this 
war into the very heart of the glob- 
al terror network. To borrow the 
parlance of the Cold War, the Unit- 
ed States must be prepared to roll 
back every regime that supports 
terror. This is not to say that U.S. 
troops need to be omnipresent for 
the war to be successful. However, 
it does mean that if a government 
is unable to move against terrorists 
inside its borders, the U.S. military 
will have to help as it has in Geor- 
gia and the Philippines. And if a 
government refuses that help, it is 
choosing war - the kind of war 
visited upon the Taliban, the kind 
of war it will not survive. 

In the immediate aftermath of 
Sept. 11, the Bush administration 
seemed to be guided by this grim 
reality. Then came Israel's spring- 
time counteroffensive in Ramal- 
lah, followed by nuclear saber- 
rattling in Kashmir, and the nas- 
cent war on terror bogged down. 
Rather than incorporating these 
conflicts into the wider war, the 
White House seemed determined 
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making and using guided or ballistic missiles, 
miss-ing (mis'Ing) adj. Not present; absent; lost; lacking, 
mis-sion creep (mish'an krep) — n. 1 . The unpredicted 
expansion of a military operation. 

missionary (mish'a-ner'e) n., pi. -ies. 1. One who is sent o 
mission; especially, a person sent to do religious or charita 

land. b. An establishment of missionaries ahrnaH r* The < 
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to quarantine its anti-terror cam- 
paign from them. As the spiral of 
events in South Asia and across 
the Middle East illustrates, this is 
a self-defeating proposition. 

Consider the past year, which 
saw terror's foot-soldiers strike sym- 
bols of modernity in New York and 
Karachi, institutions of stability in 
Delhi and Washington, expressions 
of religious pluralism in Islamabad 
and Netanya. In just 12 months, the 
enemy killed 3,547 people; wound- 
ed another 1,080; destabilized glob- 
al economic markets; threatened 
friendly governments from Israel to 
India to Indonesia; exposed deep 
fissures between the United States 
and its friends in Europe; sent the 
Asian subcontinent careening to- 
ward a nuclear holocaust; and 
helped derail Washington's plans to 
carry the war beyond Afghanistan. 

When viewed through the prism 
of the war on terror, these events - 
some of which occurred after the 
U.S. -led liberation of Afghanistan - 
spell victory for the terrorists. And 
such disparate events will continue 
to translate into small victories for 
the enemies of civilization and 
small defeats for the civilized 
world until Washington recognizes 
these conflicts for what they are: 
local fronts in a global war. 

Transformations. After a season of 
hedging, summer 2002 became a 
turning point for the Bush adminis- 
tration. "We must take the battle to 
the enemy, disrupt his plans and 
confront the worst 
threats before they 
emerge," he de- 
clared during a 
visit to West 
Point. He soon put 
some of those en- 
emies on notice: 
"I call on the 
Palestinian people 
to elect new lead- 
ers, leaders not 
compromised by terror," he said. 
"Every nation actually committed 
to peace must block the shipment 
of Iranian supplies to . . . regimes 
that promote terror, like Iraq," he 
added. "And Syria must choose the 
right side in the war on terror by 
closing terrorist camps and 
expelling terrorist organizations." 



The United States has 
good reason to put these 
regimes in its crosshairs. 
Once armed with 
nuclear or chemical 
weapons, these govern- 
ments and their terror 
partners could destroy 
not just buses in Tel Aviv 
or buildings in Manhat- 
tan, but entire cities. 

To prevent that, Bush 
has unveiled a "preemp- 
tive strike" doctrine, 
which promises to be 
costly. But as America 
learned Sept. 11, it is better to pay 
in treasure than with blood. As in 
1941, 1951 and 1981, defense 
spending must again become a na- 
tional priority. In its first post-Sept. 
11 budget, the White House 
earmarked $369 billion for defense 
- a 12-percent increase over the pre- 
vious year. The president's Office of 
Management and Budget estimates 
defense outlays of $4.5 trillion over 
the next decade. However, given the 
kind of war that lies ahead, even 
this figure may be too low. As 
Rumsfeld observed in testimony 
before the Senate in February, "In 
the Eisenhower and Kennedy era, 
we were spending about 10 percent 
of our gross national product on 
defense [and] over 50 percent of the 
federal budget on defense." 

The 2003 defense budget, by 
comparison, amounts to just 17 
percent of the overall federal budg- 
et and a scant 3.3 percent of GDP. 

According to his- 
torian Mark Hel- 
prin, if the Unit- 
ed States invest- 
ed merely "the 
peacetime aver- 
age of the last 
half-century," its 
current defense 
budget would be 
$655 billion. If 
the American 
people refuse to muster even that 
with 3,000 of their countrymen 
erased without warning or cause, 
they never will. 

Of course, the American people 
haven't really been asked to make 
such a sacrifice. But history reminds 
us that they will, as long as the 
president makes a persuasive case. 



Roosevelt had to convince an isola- 
tionist America to aid Great Britain 
prior to America's entry into World 
War II. President Truman had to 
make the case for NATO and the 
Marshall Plan. On top of postwar 
reconstruction, President Eisenhow- 
er asked the American people to 
double defense spending, fueling a 
costly and brutal arms race with 
Moscow - an arms race President 
Reagan ended with a withering vol- 
ley of military spending in the 1980s 
that ballooned the national debt. 

Still, solving a problem this large 
will require more than new military 
doctrines and new arsenals. It will 
require a genuine transformation of 
the U.S. government. Washington's 
decision to create a Department of 
Homeland Security may signal that 
such a transformation is under 
way. Among other things, the new 
department is forcing the nation to 
rethink security and brace for what 
President Kennedy might have 
called a long, twilight struggle 
against terror. Bringing together 
such disparate agencies as the INS, 
Coast Guard, Customs Service, 
FEMA and the Nuclear Incident 
Response office, the reorganization 
is both a substantive public-policy 
initiative and a symbolic example 
of the political-governmental trans- 
formation the nation must undergo 
to win this war. 

A Fearsome Force? If the war on 

terror matures into a truly global 
campaign, U.S. military command- 
ers must become as audacious and 
fearless as the men they are sending 
into battle. This all-important trans- 
formation of the military-command 
mindset is progressing slowly. 



To borrow the parlance 
of the Cold War, the 
United States must be 
prepared to roll back 
every regime that 
supports terror 
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In May, we learned that "high- 
ranking uniformed officials" at the 
Pentagon had put the brakes on a 
military operation against Iraqi 
dictator Saddam Hussein. Setting 
aside the glaring problem that it is 
the Pentagon's responsibility to 
execute national policy, not define 
it, one is left to ponder why these 
courageously anonymous officials 
decided to break the chain of 
command. 

Reasonable people can disagree 
on the necessity or prudence of an 
imminent assault on Baghdad. If 
the brass steered the White House 
clear of Iraq in order to survey the 
home-front landscape, then one 
can respect their motives, if not 
their methods. Given the history of 
the past 30 years, it's hard to 
blame Rumsfeld's charges for be- 
ing skittish. Americans have 
grown increasingly impatient and 
squeamish over these decades. In 
the shadow of Vietnam, the Amer- 
ican people demanded short, pain- 
less wars. And the Pentagon deliv- 
ered, each mini- war conditioning 
the American public to expect less 
blood and less sacrifice than the 
previous conflict. And this, in 
turn, conditioned the U.S. military 
to be overly cautious, curbing its 
audacity and leading inevitably to 
more low-risk, low-impact wars. 

Likewise, if the Pentagon con- 
cluded that hardware and man- 
power limitations make it impos- 
sible to remove Saddam Hussein 
while maintaining security com- 
mitments in Korea, Europe and 
the Pacific, then Helprin's assess- 
ment is accurate. However, if lat- 
ter-day McClellans are roaming 
the Pentagon, the president 



Soldiers from the 10th 
Mountain Division partici- 
pating in Operation Ana- 
conda in Afghanistan pre- 
pare to dig into fighting 
positions after a day of 
reacting to enemy fire. 

U.S. Army photo by Spc. David Marck Jr. 

should follow the ex- 
ample of Lincoln and 
send them into early 
retirement. Now is no 
time for timidity. 

Once it is unfettered, 
the U.S. military can be 
the most fearsome 
force on earth. Japan learned that 
in April 1942, just four months af- 
ter the sneak attack on Pearl Har- 
bor. Doing the unthinkable, Lt. Col. 
Jimmy Doolittle used Navy aircraft 
carriers to launch Army bombers 
into the skies over Tokyo. The 
bombers arrived in broad daylight, 
throwing a stunning counter-punch 
at Japan's once-invulnerable 
homeland and foreshadowing the 
war's devastating final blow. 

When Stalin tried to squeeze 
the allies out of Berlin by block- 
ading the city's western half, Lt. 
Gen. Curtis LeMay blended the 
principles of strategic bombing 
with the efficiency of a Detroit 
assembly line to sustain a city for 
an entire year and win the first 



battle of the Cold War. When all 
seemed lost in Korea, it was Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur who did the 
impossible by landing at Inchon, 
crushing the North Koreans and 
rescuing South Korea. 

A dozen years later, when the 
Kremlin tried to tip the nuclear 
balance in Cuba, the Pentagon 
used a mix of restraint and rapid 
reflexes to face down Moscow 
and stave off armageddon. As he 
watched the United States gather 
its forces and form a fist during 
those 13 days in October, an awe- 
struck Gen. de Gaulle is reported 
to have remarked, "There is really 
only one superpower." 

What was true in 1962 remains 
true today. After all, that's one rea- 
son America was attacked on Sept. 
11, and it's why only the United 
States can marshal the resources 
needed to solve this problem. But 
if America fails to enlarge the 
problem and transform itself, ter- 
rorism's war on civilization may 
soon grow too large and too dead- 
ly to be solved at all. □ 

Alan W. Dowd is an assistant vice 
president at the Hudson Institute 
in Indianapolis as well as a free- 
lance writer 

Article design: Doug Rollison 




Cradling his weapon, an Electrician's Mate 3rd Class monitors local boat traffic in San Diego 
Harbor while escorting the aircraft carrier USS Constellation (CV 64) to North Island, Calif. 
Escort duties are part of the Navy's force protection measures. U.S. Navy photo by Airman Jason Landon 
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Stolen Identities 

The nation's fastest-growing crime puts all Americans at risk, 
especially military personnel and veterans. 



BY GARY TURBAK 

A single phone call in March 
1997 rocked the lives of re- 
tired Air Force Col. John T. 
Stevens and his wife, Mary Eliza- 
beth. Their identities had been 
stolen. 

A bank investigator was on the 
line, wondering why Stevens - a 
university physicist - hadn't made 
any payments on the Jeep Chero- 
kee he bought in Dallas in 1996. 
Problem was, Stevens didn't buy 
the vehicle, and he hadn't been in 
Texas since serving at Randolph 
Air Force Base in 1950. An impos- 
tor used his name and identifica- 
tion to steal the vehicle, but that 
was only the tip of the iceberg. In 
all, Stevens' name had been sul- 
lied to the tune of 33 delinquent 
accounts and $113,000 debt. 

Simply put, identity theft is the 



unauthorized use or sale of some- 
one's personal information for the 
purpose of committing a crime. 
One crook purchased homes, ob- 
tained loans, incurred $100,000 in 
credit-card debt and even filed for 
bankruptcy - all in someone else's 
name. Identity theft is reportedly 
the fastest-growing crime in the 
nation. Last year, it accounted for 
40 percent of the consumer fraud 
complaints received by the Federal 
Trade Commission. Consumer 
groups estimate that 750,000 peo- 
ple suffer more than $1 billion in 
losses annually. 

In some cases, veterans are es- 
pecially vulnerable, but anyone 
can become a victim. One identity 
thief - a high-school dropout bus- 
boy - went for the deepest pock- 
ets, targeting 200 people on 
Forbes magazine's list of richest 
Americans. Another used some- 
one else's identity to enter a hos- 
pital and have her baby. Even 

Tiger Woods, Steven 
Spielberg and 




Oprah Winfrey have had their 
identities misused. 

Take a Number. Identity thieves 
learn about their victims by steal- 
ing mail, finding lost wallets, go- 
ing through someone's trash, 
looking over shoulders at ATM 
machines, posing as a lender to 
get a credit report or harvesting 
data off the Internet. In many cas- 
es, the key piece of purloined in- 
formation is the victim's Social 
Security account number (SSAN). 
"This is especially a problem for 
military people and veterans, be- 
cause so many records are tied to 
their Social Security numbers," 
says Deborah Snider, transition 
policy analyst at the Army Person- 
nel Command. 

Since their creation in 1935 ex- 
clusively for tracking earnings, 
SSANs have evolved into a kind 
of one-stop identifier by which 
many merchants, hospitals, 
lenders and others grant quick 
credit. With little more than a 
person's SSAN, an identity thief 
can wreak financial havoc. When 
Stevens finally got to see the illicit 
paperwork for the stolen Jeep, he 
found that the only accurate in- 
formation it contained was his 
name and SSAN. 

SSANs are not difficult to get. 
According to the American Associ- 
ation of Retired Persons, identity 
thieves can buy the numbers 
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online for $20 apiece. If the intend- 
ed victim is a veteran, crooks 
might simply go to a county court- 
house. Appropriated for military 
identification purposes in 1967, 
SSANs appear on many service- 
related documents, most notably 
DD-214 discharge forms. For 
decades, military authorities urged 
veterans to register their DD-214s 
at local courthouses so a certified 
copy might always be available. 
But such registration makes the 
DD-214 a public document - very 
public if a courthouse posts the 
forms online, as some do. 

Not surprisingly, identity thieves 
have learned to harvest this crop of 
DD-214 information. One crook's 
computer contained the names and 
SSANs of thousands of veterans, 
information apparently gleaned 
from county records. Consequent- 
ly, many military authorities no 
longer advise veterans to file dis- 
charge forms in any public place. 

The vulnerability of veterans 
and active-duty personnel goes far 
beyond courthouses. In 1999, 
someone gleaned the names and 
SSANs of several military retirees 
from the Congressional Record, then 
posted that information on the In- 



Avoid identity theft 

Experts suggest the following preventive measures: 

■ Scrutinize your credit report annually. 

■ Guard your Social Security number. Don't give it out 
unless absolutely necessary. 

■ Shred trash that contains personal information, 
including pre-approved credit-card offers and credit-card 
receipts. 

■ Never divulge personal information over the phone 
unless you have initiated the call. 

■ If possible, use a locked mailbox. 

■ Check credit-card statements, phone bills and bank 
statements for fraudulent charges or withdrawals. 

■ Keep your DD-214 and other personal documents in a 
safe place. 

■ Don't routinely carry your Social Security card, birth 
certificate or passport. 

■ Sign your credit cards. 

■ Don't put your Social Security number on checks. 

■ Don't write PINs and passwords on anything you 
routinely carry away from home. 

■ Always take credit-card receipts with you. Don't throw 
them in a store's trash. 



ternet. In 2000, a New Jersey man 
set up more than 300 fake credit 
cards after gleaning the SSANs of 
high-ranking military officers from 
Internet sites. The Stevenses believe 
their identities were stolen from Air 
Force records. People on active 
duty can be easy targets because 
they move often, may 
have financial accounts 
in multiple states or 
even countries and 
often live apart from 
their spouses. 



No Sympathy. 

Although the 1998 Iden- 
tity Theft Act makes it a 
federal offense to assume 
another person's identity with 
the intention of committing a 
crime, and stealing is always ille- 
gal, many victims quickly learn 
that no one much cares about 
their plight. Police, if they are in- 
terested at all, consider the 
ripped-off bank, credit-card com- 
pany or merchant - not the per- 
son whose identity was stolen - 
to be the real victim. Most credi- 
tors choose to write off the loss 
rather than go through the hassle 
of prosecution. 

Consequently, 
victimized individu- 
als are often left to 
fend for themselves. 
While they are not 
liable for most debts 
fraudulently attrib- 
uted to them, clear- 
ing their names can 
be a nightmare. 
Creditors put 
Stevens' house un- 
der surveillance, and 
one bank almost 
towed away his Ford 
Bronco, somehow 
thinking it might be 
the missing Jeep. He 
and his wife spent 
more than $6,000 
and hundreds of 
hours extricating 
themselves from the 
morass of bogus ac- 
counts, bad credit 
reports, banks de- 
manding payment 
and more than a 
dozen persistent col- 



lection agencies. 

When one real- 
izes that a victim 
isn't going to pay, it 
may sell that account 
to another collection 
firm, and the whole has- 
sle starts anew. One of 
Stevens' accounts was recy- 
cled this way six times. 
"There is always the feeling of 
waiting for another shoe to 
drop," Stevens says. He and his 
wife now worry about a creditor 
making a claim on their estate 
after they die. 

"It is degrading and demeaning 
to be accused of being an 
irresponsible deadbeat," Stevens 
says. "This is a crime that can 
completely disrupt your life. " □ 

Gary Turbak is a freelance writer 
living in Missoula, Mont. 
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Military success 

This month marks the first an- 
niversary of the beginning of com- 
bat operations in Afghanistan. 
Most observers agree that the U.S.- 
led assault on al-Qaida and its Tal- 
iban hosts, which began Oct. 7, 
2001, was an unqualified military 
success. Pentagon and State De- 
partment officials have detailed that success in a se- 
ries of briefings before Congress; however, they are 
couching their assessments with warnings that the 
anti-terror campaign is far from over. According to 
Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz, "our 
task extends well beyond Afghanistan." 

Still, the difficulty of the road ahead doesn't di- 
minish what has been accomplished. Indeed, just 
78 days after the beginning of combat operations, 
the United States and its allies had removed the Tal- 
iban and paved the way for the interim government 
of Hamid Karzai. Just six months after that, 1,500 
delegates representing every ethnic group and all 32 
provinces in Afghanistan endorsed Karzai's govern- 
ment and elected him to a two-year term as their 
president, marking the first time in 23 years the peo- 
ple of Afghanistan were free to choose their own 
leader. Since last October, some 1.2 million refugees 




have returned to Afghanistan, 
and the United Nations expects 2 
million refugees to return to this 
increasingly stable patch of Cen- 
tral Asia. 

Half of al-Qaida's 30 most- 
wanted terrorists have been killed 
or captured. More than 500 al- 
Qaida fighters are detained at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Pakistan alone has appre- 
hended 378 al-Qaida fighters. In addition, some 
2,400 suspected terrorists have been arrested in a 
global dragnet spanning 90 countries. The intelli- 
gence gleaned from these detainees has prevented a 
number of additional attacks in the United States, 
Morocco, Singapore, Pakistan and elsewhere. 

The success is even more impressive given the 
fact that a war plan for Afghanistan didn't exist on 
Sept. 11, 2001. According to Wolfowitz, "Gen. 
(Tommy) Franks was starting from scratch on Sept. 
20, when he received the order to begin planning, 
but less than three weeks later, on Oct. 7, we com- 
menced military operations." Wolfowitz called the 
attack and swift liberation of landlocked 
Afghanistan "a remarkable feat of logistical and 
operational agility." 

- A.W.D. 



New allies 

Even as the media leaked news 
about a possible U.S. attack on 
Iraq, what hasn't been as widely 
reported is some of the diplomatic 
activity swirling around the issue. 

With relations between Saudi 
Arabia and the United States 
increasingly chilly, Washington has 
begun to forge new friendships with 
key nations in the region. Eritrea, a 
little-known country on the western 
shore of the Red Sea, is one of those 
nations. The Pentagon has 
discussed basing rights with the 
Eritrean government, which has 
welcomed the budding friendship. 

Another likely bridgehead in 
any war against Iraq is Jordan, 
which actually sided with Baghdad 
during the first Gulf War. However, 
Jordan has indicated it is eager to 
cement an alliance with Washing- 
ton. Jordan's Prince Hassan repre- 
sented the kingdom at a high-pro- 
file conference of Iraqi opposition 
groups in June. Lt. Gen. Khalid 
Jamil Surayrih, Jordan's equivalent 
to America's chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, recently met with 
Gen. Tommy Franks, commander 
of U.S. Central Command. And 
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Jordan's King Abdullah has met 
with Bush no less than five times 
since February 2001 . Bush has al- 
ready doubled economic and mili- 
tary aid to Amman. 

Further fueling speculation of a 
U.S. -Jordanian military alliance are 
published reports that hundreds of 
American advisers have begun ar- 
riving in the kingdom. In fact, there 
are indications that the U.S. mili- 
tary is in the process of refitting 
airfields inside Jordan. U.S. military 
planners, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, concede that Jordan 
would serve as an ideal base for 
warplanes and ground troops in an 
attack on Iraq, just as Pakistan did 
vis-a-vis Afghanistan. 

In addition, after months of 
hedging, longtime U.S. ally Turkey 
has signed off on the campaign to 
topple Saddam Hussein. Turkish 
news agencies report that 
Wolfowitz's late-summer visit to 
Turkey persuaded Ankara to sup- 
port the second phase of the war 
on terror. Turkey played a key role 
in the Gulf War and is currently 
leading an international peacekeep- 
ing force charged with stabilizing 
the Afghan capital of Kabul. 



Greener pastures 

Responding to reports that the 
Capitol Hill Police force is losing 
scores of officers each month, Con- 
gress is working on legislation to 
recruit new officers and retain cur- 
rent ones with financial incentives. 

Many are headed to the newly 
minted Transportation Safety Ad- 
ministration, created in the wake of 
Sept. 11 to beef up security at air- 
ports and on commercial aircraft. 
In fact, the TSA has already 
received some 200,000 applications 
for the program. The TSA offers 
high-paying, benefit-laden jobs to 
police officers, many of whom will 
be deployed as "sky marshals." 
TSA officers can reportedly earn as 
much as $30,000 more per year 
than a Capitol Hill officer. 

Introduced by Rep. Bob Ney, R- 
Ohio, and Rep. Steny Hoyer, D-Md., 
the legislation provides for a steep 
pay raise, tuition reimbursement, 
bonus money for continuing educa- 
tion, retroactive overtime pay, an 
increase in the retirement age and 
recruitment incentives. The bill 
passed the House without dissent 
and now awaits Senate action. 

- Alan W. Dowd 



Honoring those who served our country. 




rCorp: 



Military Veteran Caskets $2,995. - including delivery 



White: 




• Available for overnight delivery throughout the US 
• Quality 18-gauge Carbon Steel, gasket protective construction. 



See them in person at Participating Funeral Homes near you. 



WhiteLight Capital, 
San Francisco, California 



Call for assistance and a Free 
WhiteLight Catalog featuring 
our full line of theme caskets. 



ssl-877-278-2275 

www.artcaskets.com 



Some stories deserve to be enjoyed across generations. 
Large Print makes it easier to share a good book. 




potpourri 



VERBATIM 

"I don't see a difference 
between a chimpanzee and 
my 4y 2 -year-old son (based 
on the fact that 98.7 percent 
of their respective DNA is 
the same)." 

- STEVEN WISE 

promoting his book "Drawing the Line: 
Science and the Case for Animal Rights/' 
at a Washington bookstore in June 

"Our constitution was 
made only for a moral 
and religious people. It is 
wholly inadequate to the 
government of any other." 

-JOHN ADAMS 

founding father, second president 
of the United States 



"I consider it injury to have 
government force dogma 
down the throats of little 
children." 

- MICHAEL NEWDOW 

avowed atheist from Sacramento, Calif, 
speaking out of concern that his daughter's 
rights were violated because the words 
"under God" were recited in the Pledge of 
Allegiance at her school 



"So, Your Honor, the pledge 
is unconstitutional because 
it says 'under God.' Guess 
that means when you were 
sworn in with your hand on 
a Bible, and at the end of 
your oath you repeated 'So 
Help Me God/ that makes 
your job unconstitutional! 
Therefore you have no job, 
which means your ruling 
doesn't mean squat." 

- DENNIS MILLER 

comedian 



FAMOUS LAST WORDS? 

"They couldn't hit an 
elephant at this dist ..." 

- 6EN. JOHN SEDGWICK 

Union commander, killed in 
combat in the Civil War, 1864 



Koran reading requirement 

OK With ACLU 



Last summer, when the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina was 
sued for requiring incoming fresh- 
men to read portions of the Koran 
and listen to a CD with an Arabic 
chant calling the faithful to 
prayer, the American Civil Liber- 
ties Union was deafeningly silent. 

One ACLU attorney explained 
that compulsory religious assign- 
ments are acceptable at state 
universities as long as they are 
cast as "belief" and not "fact." 
Students were asked to write es- 
says about their responses to the 
Koran excerpts - or explain why 
they would not. 

In August, a federal appeals 
court refused to halt the 
program after four lawsuits by 
UNC students. 

The ACLU's acquiescence did 
not escape notice on the editorial 
page of The Wall Street Journal, 
which noted that "the ACLU has 
found a religion it can tolerate . . . 



(SELECTED) 
MURPHY'S 
MILITARY LAWS 

1 . Never share a foxhole with 
anyone braver than you are. 

2. Friendly fire ain't. 

3. The problem with taking 
the easy way out is that the 
enemy has already mined it. 

4. Incoming fire has the right 
of way. 

5. If your advance is going 
well, you are walking into an 
ambush. 

6. The quartermaster has 
only two sizes: too large and 
too small. 

7. The only time suppressive 
fire works is when it is used 
on abandoned positions. 

8. The only thing more accu- 
rate than incoming enemy 
fire is incoming friendly fire. 

9. There is nothing more 
satisfying than having 
someone take a shot at 
you and miss. 

10. If your sergeant can see 
you, so can the enemy. 

Murphy's Laws and Corollaries Web site 
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It's hard to imagine the ACLU 
exhibiting the same large-mind- 
edness toward a state university 
that demanded all freshmen to 
read the New Testament or the 
Torah and meditate on the teach- 
ings and liturgical music." 



AND THE WIENER IS... 

113 Pounds 24-year-old Takeru 
Kobayashi of Japan weighed at 
the beginning of the 2001 world 
hot-dog eating championships. 

50.5 Number of hot dogs he ate 
to win first place. 

129 Pounds he weighed at 
the end of the 12-minute 
competition. 



■ 



ALL POLITICS ASIDE... 

In a lunch with The Washington Post 
last summer, Senate Majority Leader Tom 
Daschle - a possible Democratic candidate 
for president in 2004 - assessed President 
George W. Bush's performance to date: 
"Almost on every one of the issues involv- 
ing domestic policy, he has been a source 
of great disappointment. I think his record 
on the economy is a disaster. I think his 
position on education has fallen far short 
of expectations." Daschle also said the 
president had "failed to capture the ring- 
leaders of al-Qaida." 

One more thing Daschle said at the 
lunch, according to The Atlantic Month- 
ly: Bush is altogether too confrontational 
and political. 
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U.S. Government Military Insignia 

i Leather Wallet 

A Sensational Value Especially 
ft esigned For Our U.S. Veterans! 




Yes Sir, that's my Uncle Fran of World War 
II Watch fame. "Unc" passed away peace- 
fully, painlessly, and with honor January 
27, 1999 to rest in peace here in Phoenix 
at Veteran's Memorial Cemetery. I miss 
the man more than words can explain. He 
has left me a home full of treasures from 
his great gen- 
eration. A 
generation of 
patriots, true 
heroes, real 
men. 




Digging through dusty old boxes you find 
a life time of memories. An original pair 
of German field glasses, a Luger pistol 
(source unknown), Army ribbons, Uncle 
Fran's original Army hat from the photo 
above. And, an old tattered wallet with a 
1935 series $2 bill and four original black 
and white photos of "Unc" with his 
friends in the trenches of Germany. To 
say the least, it is difficult to sort through. 
It is in Uncle Fran's memory we have 
recreated the original wallet, and we 
have customized it with your choice of 
Military Insignia. 



Rugged Genuine Leather - Inside & Out! Full Color, Jewelry Quality Authentic 

U.S. Government Commemorative Military Insignia! 



■ Military ins 

*n miuj 







Roomy tri-fold design. Exterior of 
Wallet in top quality, finely grained 
hefty Leather. Yet, slim and trim and 
easy on the pocket. Beautifully 
trimmed and stitched. Outside flap con- 
tains your choice of full color Military 
Insignia - Army, Navy, Air Force, or 
Marines, and in your color choice of 
Ebony Black or Tawny Brown. 



Inside linings of matching smooth finished 
Leather. Large full length compartment for 
money. Comfortable easy access slots for 
eight credit cards, license, ID, and a 
twelve pocket clear-view insert for photos. 
We have reserved your wallet in your 
choice of color, select your branch of ser- 
vice, and order today at the commemora- 
tive Military Fare of only $12.95. 



|"ma1lWa7t^ 

i 405 West Fairmont Drive • Tempe, AZ 85282 

I yVAl Please rush my Genuine Leather Military Insignia 

I I CO* Wallet(s) as checked below. Your order is shipped 

I promptly via first class mail. 100% GUARANTEE: If at any time, 

I for any reason, you are not completely satisfied simply return 

I the wallet to us for a full refund of every penny you paid for it. 

■ Only $ 12 95 . 2 For $ 24 95 • 3 For $ 36 95 • 4 For $ 48 95 




Insignia 


Black 


Brown 


Army 






Navy 






Air Force 






Marines 






23K Gold WW II Watch $ 19 95 □ 



Total For 
Wallet(s) 
Total For 
Watch(es) 
Add Shipping/ 
Handling 
AZ Residents 
Add Sales Tax 
Total Paid Or 
Charged 



OO 



□ Check Enclosed □ Bill VISA □ Bill MasterCard 



Credit Card Number - Please Print All Digits 

Name 

Street 



Expires 



MAC. BY MAIL 
405 West Fairmont Drive • Tempe, AZ 85282 



City 

State_ 



Zip. 



living well 



Hope for hearing-impaired 




Implants typically consist of a device in the middle ear and an external processor held 
by a magnet behind the ear or hooked around the back of the ear. Symphonix Devices 



Surgical implants 
result in less 
distortion. 

BY TARA PARKER-POPE 

For more than a decade, retired 
Rear Adm. Allen Hill has hated his 
hearing aids. Although the River- 
side, Calif., resident found the de- 
vices amplified conversation, he 
felt the sounds he was hearing - 
particularly those of his own voice 
- were unnatural. 

"I wound up almost every 
morning determining what my 
schedule would be and whether or 
not I'd really need to wear my 
hearing aids," says Hill, 73. 

Hill isn't alone in his frustra- 
tion. Although today's hearing 
aids do help improve hearing, 
they also create so many annoy- 
ances that many people stop us- 
ing them. Hearing aids can make 
users feel like their ears are 
plugged and that they're talking 
in a tunnel. They can squeal, cre- 
ate feedback and pick up back- 
ground noise. 

New devices surgically implant- 
ed in the middle ear can help solve 
these problems. The implants don't 
make a big difference in compre- 
hension compared to hearing aids, 
but people who use them say the 
sound quality is vastly improved. 

The FDA has approved two im- 
plants: the Vibrant Soundb ridge 
from Symphonix of San Jose, 
Calif., and the Direct System from 
Soundtec of Oklahoma City. In the 
United States, about 400 patients 
have Soundtec implants. About 
250 patients in the United States 
use the Symphonix device. 

What prevents wider use is 
cost. The implants run between 
$5,000 and $15,000, including the 
implantation surgery, while the 
most expensive hearing aid costs 
about $3,000. They are typically 
not covered by VA or health insur- 
ance. VA will pay for other types 



of hearing aids if the hearing loss 
was due to military service. 

Like a hearing aid, an implant 
amplifies sound. But the process 
begins deep inside the ear, directly 
at the middle-ear bones. This 
more closely mimics the natural 
hearing process. And because the 
ear canal isn't plugged, the sound 
isn't distorted. 

To insert the Symphonix device, 
which can cost $15,000 or more, 
doctors drill a small hole behind 
the ear while the patient is under 
general anesthesia. A small 
processor sits behind the ear, held 
in place by a magnet. 

Surgery for the Soundtec 
device, which costs about $5,000, 
is less extensive. The patient is 
awake as doctors lift the eardrum 
and place the device in the middle 
ear. The processor hooks around 
the back of the ear. 

Occasionally, a patient will 
complain of a feeling of heaviness 
in the ear and have the implant 
removed. Less-common complica- 



tions include additional hearing 
loss, pain and altered taste, but 
these are rare. 

After switching to a new audiol- 
ogist, Hill learned of a study using 
the Vibrant Soundbridge implant 
and signed up. Two years ago he 
had the device surgically implant- 
ed. He says the implant has 
changed his life. 

"I think it's a minor miracle," 
Hill says. "Everything changed. I 
heard very well immediately. I'll 
never forget it." 

Tarn Parker-Pope is an author and 
health writer for The Wall Street 
Journal. 

Living Well is designed to provide 
general information. It is not in- 
tended to be, nor is it, medical ad- 
vice. Readers should consult their 
personal physicians when they 
have health problems. This article 
also is not intended to be, nor is it, 
an endorsement or advertisement 
for any product. 
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Too many veterans, 
too few dollars 



Veterans should 
be able to use 
Medicare benefits 
for VA care. 

BY SEN. JAY ROCKEFELLER 

Over the past few years, thou- 
sands of mostly elderly veterans 
across the country have joined the 
VA health-care system, seeking 
quality health care and prescrip- 
tion drug coverage. This influx of 
veterans has strained VA programs 
causing shortages in VA medical 
staff at hospitals, nursing homes, 
and clinics. With re- 
sources stretched thin 
and an already tight 
budget, VA desperate- 
ly needs every penny 
it can get - and ur- 
gently, as waiting 
times for 

appointments are of- 
ten more than a year. 

The fact is that VA 
health care does not 
have sufficient fund- 
ing to meet current 
demand by veterans. 
To help relieve VA of 
its budget pressures, 
I am working on leg- 
islation to allow VA 
to receive Medicare 
reimbursements, 
which would 
increase VAs funds 
dramatically. 

The May issue of The American 
Legion Magazine discussed 
"Medicare subvention" as a way 
for VA to bill Medicare, much in 
the same way that VA is now able 
to bill, collect and retain money 
from private insurance companies. 
Currently, VA is not authorized to 
bill Medicare and receive payment 
for health-care services, even 
though veterans have already paid 
into Medicare. I believe we 
should free up VA and allow for 



Other federal 
agencies are, in 
fact, permitted 

to receive 
reimbursements 
from Medicare, 
and there is no 

reason VA 
should not be 
granted the 
same freedom to 
increase its 
funding. 



Medicare billing as a way to 
reduce the budget constraints VA 
is currently facing. 

Other federal agencies are, in 
fact, permitted to receive 
reimbursements from Medicare, 
and there is no reason VA should 
not be granted the same freedom 
to increase its funding. We have 
been encouraged by the success of 
other federal agencies like the In- 
dian Health Service, which has 
received over $100 million in reim- 
bursements that have been added 
to its budget. 

Tens of thousands of veterans 
across the nation have waited long 
enough. And I mean waited - in 
long lines for medication or in over- 
crowded waiting 
rooms at VA clinics. 
This rationing of 
health-care services 
must stop. Veterans 
should not have to 
spend their retirement 
years waiting for the 
medical attention they 
need to stay alive. 
And worse, veterans 
should not have to 
worry if enough mon- 
ey will be left to care 
for them when they 
reach the front of the 
line. 

One easy way to 
help this situation is 
to give VA flexibility 
to increase its budget 
by collecting reim- 
bursements from 
Medicare. We must 
remember that these brave men 
and women who risked their lives 
to defend this nation have paid 
into the Medicare system, and to 
turn our backs on them now when 
they need and deserve our help is 
shameful. It's time to deliver on 
the health-care promises we made 
to our veterans. 

Sen. Jay Rockefeller, D-W.Va., is 
chairman of the Senate Veterans 
Affairs Committee. 



Rehabilitation 
Advisory 
Committee 
members picked 



Approximately 2.3 million 
veterans have medical prob- 
lems connected to military 
service. VA offers a wide range 
of rehabilitative services to 
help them, including medicine, 
vocational guidance, vocation- 
al rehabilitation, and special- 
ized employment and training 
programs. 

The Veterans Advisory 
Committee on Rehabilitation 
advises VA Secretary Anthony 
J. Principi on the rehabilita- 
tion needs of disabled veter- 
ans, reviews VA programs de- 
signed to meet those needs 
and offers recommendations 
for improvements. 

"This advisory committee, 
with the expertise of its new 
members, will help to ensure 
VA is providing the rehabilita- 
tive services that our veterans 
need," Principi said. 

Principi recently appointed 
five new members to three-year 
terms on the committee: John 
King, acting director of the 
Washington State Department 
of Veterans Affairs; Dr. Charlotte 
G. Dixon, chairperson of the 
Department of Rehabilitation 
and Mental Health Counseling 
in Tampa, Fla.; Marvin L. Mey- 
ers, president of the United Vet- 
erans Committee of Colorado; 
Dr. Maureen McGuire-Kuletz, 
assistant director of George 
Washington University's Reha- 
bilitation Continuing Education 
Program; and Barry A. Jesinos- 
ki, associate national service 
director for Disabled American 
Veterans in Washington. 

Carroll L. Williams, a 
member of The American Le- 
gion' s Veterans Affairs and 
Rehabilitation Division in 
Washington, is a member of 
the committee. The commit- 
tee's chairman is Chad Colley 
of New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
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immunize for health 



A simple shot can 
protect you during 
flu season. 

BY DR. JAMES F. BURRIS 

Many people consider the flu to 
be nothing more than a bad cold. 
However, each year the influenza 
virus is a major health threat in 
the United States. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the flu puts 114,000 
Americans in the hospital each 
year. About 20,000 die. Most of 
them are older than 65. 

You can avoid becoming one of 
those statistics simply by getting 
immunized. Although anyone can 
catch the flu at any time of year, 
the greatest threat occurs in the 
winter months when we spend 
more time indoors with other peo- 
ple. That means the best time to 
get a flu shot is October or Novem- 
ber. The immune system needs 6 to 
8 weeks to respond to the vaccine. 

The flu can be particularly severe 
for those older than 50 or those with 
weakened immune systems, 
diabetes or chronic heart, lung or 
kidney disease. Anyone in these 
groups - and their family members 
- should be certain they are immu- 
nized. Regardless of your overall 
health, seeing your doctor for a flu 
shot may be a vital step toward 
keeping yourself healthy this winter. 




Corbis StockMarket 



More than 60 percent of senior 
citizens receive their flu shots at 
the doctor's office. Researchers at 
the Minneapolis VA Medical Cen- 
ter found that many doctors across 
the country do not take advantage 
of opportunities to offer flu vacci- 
nations to patients making office 
visits for other types of health 
care. That means you may have to 
ask your doctor for a flu shot. 

Another Minneapolis-based 
study found that routine 
immunization could save money 
as well as lives. Researchers deter- 
mined that if everyone between 
the ages of 18 and 64 were vacci- 
nated, the nation would be spared 
about $13.66 per person - a total 



What to do if you have the flu 



It is easier to prevent the flu with a flu 
shot than to treat it once you show symp- 
toms. However, if you haven't been immu- 
nized and think you may be facing a bout 
with the flu, you can at least reduce your 
suffering. 

The first two days are critical for treat- 
ment, so be alert to symptoms manifested 
in early stages. The illness usually starts 
with a fever, headache, chills, a dry cough 
and minor aches. It progresses to extreme 
fatigue, combined with aches in the head 
and body, painful coughing and high fever. 

These symptoms distinguish the flu 
from the common cold, which is usually 
limited to a sore throat, stuffy nose and 



sneezing. The flu almost never causes 
symptoms in the stomach and intestines, 
disproving the existence of the so-called 
"stomach flu." Call your doctor if you have 
gastric symptoms such as nausea, vomit- 
ing and diarrhea. But these symptoms do 
not necessarily indicate flu. 

If you think you may have the flu, call 
your primary-care physician as soon as 
possible. Your doctor can prescribe med- 
ication that will ease the effects of the 
illness. You also can buy a variety of over- 
the-counter medicines that will help. 
Along with this, follow the advice you 
have probably heard for years - simply 
rest in bed and drink plenty of fluids. 



of $1.3 billion per year - in direct 
and indirect health-care expenses. 

Some people worry that the flu 
shot could give them the flu rather 
than prevent it. That simply is not 
true. Although a small chance exists 
you could still catch the flu after 
being immunized, the symptoms 
will be less severe. Additionally, the 
flu shot can cause side effects such 
as muscle soreness at the vaccina- 
tion site, low-grade fever and 
fatigue. Side effects may begin 6 to 
12 hours after you get your shot 
and may last up to two days. 

In short, there is really no good 
reason not to be immunized. If you 
won't be seeing your doctor soon, 
you may have other opportunities 
to get immunized. Flu shots are 
often available at health fairs, 
schools, clinics, senior centers and 
community events. Do what you 
can to stay healthy by getting a flu 
shot before winter arrives. 

James R Burris, M.D., is acting 
chief research and development 
officer of the Veterans Health 
Administration. 

Living Well is designed to provide 
general information. It is not in- 
tended to be, nor is it, medical ad- 
vice. Readers should consult their 
personal physicians when they 
have health problems. 
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VA sets new extended-care co-payments 



Some veterans without service- 
related medical problems will be 
charged new co-payments for ex- 
tended care, VA Secretary Anthony 
J. Principi recently announced. Co- 
payments will be individually cal- 
culated and based on ability to pay. 

"VA was mandated by Congress 
in the Millennium Health Care and 
Benefits Act to initiate extended- 
care co-payments," Principi said. 
"However, we wanted to ensure 
that each veteran's situation was 
evaluated so that none suffered 
financial hardship." 

The new co-payment is expect- 
ed to affect between 2,000 and 
3,000 veterans currently receiving 
VA extended care. 

Veterans not required to make 
extended-care co-payments 
include those with any compensa- 
ble service-connected disability, 
those whose incomes are below 
the VA single-pension level of 
$9,556, and those receiving con- 

VA appoints 
Chiropractic 
Advisory 
Committee 

VA Secretary Anthony J. Prin- 
cipi recently announced the forma- 
tion of a new Chiropractic Adviso- 
ry Committee that will advise him 
on the chiropractic health 
programs run by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. 

The new committee will "pro- 
vide direct assistance and advice 
to the secretary in the 
development and implementation 
of the chiropractic health 
program," according to Public Law 
107-135, which created the panel. 

The committee's goals are to 
advise the VA secretary on: proto- 
cols governing referrals to chiro- 
practors, protocols governing di- 
rect access to chiropractic care, 
protocols governing the scope of 
practice for chiropractic practition- 
ers, and definitions of services to 
be provided. 




tinuous VA extended care since 
Nov. 30, 1999, and earlier. 

Currently, higher-income, 
nonservice-connected veterans 
pay $5 per day, plus $812 - the 
Medicare deductible - for each 
90 days of nursing-home care. 

Under the new regulations, vet- 
erans will get the first 21 days of 
care free in any 12-month period. 
After that, the maximum a veteran 
could pay is $97 for each day of 
nursing-home care; $15 for each 



day of adult day health care; $5 for 
each day of domiciliary care; $97 
for each day of institutional respite 
care; $15 for each day of non-insti- 
tutional respite care; $97 for each 
day of institutional geriatric evalu- 
ation; and $15 for each day of non- 
institutional geriatric evaluation. 

Among the factors used to deter- 
mine individualized co-payments 
are income, expenses, assets and a 
daily $20 allowance. For example, a 
veteran will be allowed to keep 
enough money to pay the mortgage 
or rent on a home, land, farm or 
ranch; to pay for an automobile, 
education, utilities, taxes and insur- 
ance; plus a daily $20 allowance 
each for the veteran and spouse. 
After the first 21 days of care, 
which are free, veterans will make 
predetermined, individual co-pay- 
ments. These could vary from the 
maximum of $97 a day to as little 
as $97 a month, depending on the 
individual assets and expenses. 



55 MINT U.S. STAMPS^ 

OVER HALF-A-CENTURY OLD/ 




An $11 Retail Value/ 

DISCOVER THE THRILL of owning 55 valuable antique U.S. 
postal issues from the Roaring '20s, Rags to Riches '30s and 
Win the War '40s, now/ You'll also receive our Collectors 
Catalog filled with exciting offers plus selections of stamps on 
15-day free examination with no obligation to buy. 




KENMORE, 119 West St., Milford, N.H. 03055 



90-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 1 



Visit our web site at www.KenmoreStamp.com 

YES/ I enclose $4.00. Send me 55 valuable Mint U.S. 
stamps — plus valuable, full color Collectors Catalog/ 
(LimitOne) UR-151 
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in memoriam 



A Legion legend passes 



Past National 
Commander 
Daniel Foley's 
dedication 
never waned. 

Barely into his tenure as 
national commander of 
The American Legion, 
Daniel F. Foley of Minnesota 
received personal thanks from 
President John F. Kennedy for 
supporting a treaty to limit nu- 
clear weapons testing. In the 
months that followed, Kennedy 
was assassinated, the landmark 
Civil Rights Act was signed, 
North Vietnamese PT boats tor- 
pedoed U.S. warships in the 
Gulf of Tonkin, and Congress 
gave nearly unanimous support 
"for all necessary action" to 
defend American personnel in 
Southeast Asia. 

"Those were difficult days 
for our nation," said Past Na- 
tional Vice Commander Almo Se- 
bastianelli, whose friendship with 
Foley spanned more than 40 
years. "Dan Foley was the nation- 
al commander at the right time 
for the history of the Legion and 
for the history of our country. " 

Foley - whose ascent to the 
Legion's highest office in 1963-64 
was followed by four decades of 
continued, tireless service - 
passed away Aug. 17 at the age 
of 80. He and wife of two weeks, 
Jeane, were on their way to 
Charlotte, N.C., and the Legion's 
84th National Convention. "His 
years and years of service to the 
organization after his term as na- 
tional commander shows the 
dedication he had to The Ameri- 
can Legion," Sebastianelli said. 
"Dan is greatly responsible for 
where the Legion was going then 
and where it is today." 

A World War II Army sergeant 




Hon. Daniel F. Foley served as national command- 
er of The American Legion, 1963-1964. But his 
career of service continued for the rest of his life. 



whose first wife, Ellen, served in 
the Women's Army Corps, Foley 
made a lifetime commitment to 
public service. After the war and a 
law degree from New York's Ford- 
ham University, Foley practiced in 
Wabasha and Rochester, Minn. His 
judicial career began in 1966, first 
as a district court judge and later 
as one of the six original judges in 
the Minnesota Court of Appeals, a 
position he held until 1991. 

Judge Foley's legal expertise 
often proved beneficial in Legion 
issues. "He knew the Legion and 
all its legalities," Sebastianelli 
said. "He always took the floor of 
the convention when a legal issue 
came up, and everyone listened." 

Foley's legal expertise was cou- 
pled with inherent even-handed- 
ness, said Past National Comman- 
der John Geiger, who in the mid- 
1950s established a lasting 
friendship with Foley. "He had a 



very judicial attitude," Geiger 
said. "He would listen to you, 
learn and observe without 
jumping to conclusions. And 
he didn't walk away from is- 
sues. He stayed with them." 

Such characteristics distin- 
guished Foley on the bench. 
"What stands out about Dan's 
career is his fundamental fair- 
ness," Appeals Court Judge 
Harriet Lansing told the Min- 
neapolis Star-Tribune. "He was 
the kind of judge you hoped 
you'd get. He had a breadth of 
understanding about the law 
that we may not see again. He 
was not only a founding mem- 
ber of the (state appeals) court, 
but he was really the court's 
foundation." 

Likewise, he helped form 
The American Legion's founda- 
tion in the second half of the 
20th century. A 57-year mem- 
ber of Wabasha, Minn., Post 
50, Foley held nearly two- 
dozen national and 
department-level offices begin- 
ning in the mid-1950s. He 
spent 30 years on the National 
Advisory Committee to the Na- 
tional Commander and was presi- 
dent of Army, Navy, Air Force Vet- 
erans in Canada, United States 
(ANAVICUS). 

"He was one of the great ones," 
said Past National Commander 
John "Jake" Comer, who knew 
Foley for nearly 40 years. "He was 
one of the backbones of the Le- 
gion, and he'll be sorely missed." 

And he will be fondly remem- 
bered. Past National Commander 
Daniel Ludwig, who graduated 
from high school the year Foley 
served as national commander, 
knew him as a mentor. "He was a 
great patriot with a tremendous 
passion for freedom and democra- 
cy," Ludwig said. "And he was a 
man of impeccable integrity, un- 
believable wisdom and high prin- 
ciples. We will be talking about 
Dan Foley for generations. We can 
just try to live up to the example 
he set." □ 
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legion news 



JROTC marches into new era 




Air Force JROTC cadets from Ligonier Valley, Pa., School District line up for inspection 
during their annual inarching competition. Members of local veterans organizations, 
including Ligonier American Legion Post 267, served as judges. Courtesy Denise O'Neal 



BY DENISE O'NEAL 

They come from all walks of 
life. Each bucks the tide of peer 
pressure. They are high school 
students - 435,000 of them 
nationwide - enrolled in Junior 
Reserve Officer Training Corps. 

The students earn academic 
grades and full-year credit in sci- 
ence, social science or physical 
education for their JROTC classes. 

Air Force, Army, Navy and Ma- 
rine JROTC programs foster self- 
confidence, self-discipline, leader- 
ship, motivation, self-control, per- 
sonal responsibility, integrity, 
loyalty, dedication and self-esteem. 

Statistically, these traits translate 
into better behavior in students, 
higher graduation rates and better 
school attendance. During the 
1999-2000 school year, attendance 
rates for cadets averaged 2.5 per- 
cent better than those of the gener- 
al high-school population. Cadet 
graduation rates exceeded those of 
other students by 5.2 percent. 

Each branch designs a multi- 
year classroom curriculum taught 
by retired officers and non-com- 
missioned officers. Each unit, re- 
gardless of affiliation, incorporates 
academics in military history, sci- 
ence and technology. Other topics 
include the importance of national 
security, leadership and resource 
management, physical training 
and healthy habits, military 
demeanor, and drill and uniform. 

Outside the classroom, JROTC 
requires cadets to participate in 
community-service projects such 
as highway cleanup, recycling 
projects, visitation to aging veter- 
ans, cemetery refurbishment, me- 
morial flag placements, and help- 
ing the handicapped and needy. 

JROTC is one of the nation's 
oldest, largest public enterprises 
for youth development. But 
despite a successful history that 
dates back to 1916, JROTC is pres- 
ent in only 2,773 high schools - 
less than 15 percent nationwide. 
Funding has been a limiting factor, 
JROTC officials say, but the budget 
squeeze is loosening. 



Congress recently voted to 
expand JROTC to 3,500 units, which 
will increase enrollment to 500,000 
by 2005. The Department of Defense 
funded a 4-year expansion and 
added $14 million for fiscal 2001 to 
accelerate the program. DoD's total 
program cost in 2000 was $211 mil- 
lion, or $500 per student. 

However, JROTC faces formida- 
ble obstacles. Foremost is instruc- 
tor recruitment. A recent Pentagon 
release noted the need for an addi- 
tional 1,200 retired military offi- 
cers and NCOs over the next three 
years to teach JROTC. 

Other challenges include geo- 
graphical distribution and balanced 
military representation. The North- 
east reflects spottier coverage than 
other areas. Nationwide, 600 
schools were on waiting lists last 
year. But DoD aims for fair and eq- 
uitable unit distribution. 

JROTC also faces two major pub- 
lic misconceptions: first, that be- 
cause students wear uniforms, they 
are committed to military service 
after high school or are already part 
of it; and second, that JROTC is a 
military-recruitment program. 



While JROTC is not based on 
military recruitment, about 40 per- 
cent of JROTC two-year cadets end 
up with an enlistment, reserve or 
pre-commissioning military affilia- 
tion. In 1999, CSIS reported that, 
"For the armed forces, the impor- 
tance of JROTC lies not in its effect 
on recruitment but in its role as a 
bridge between military and civil 
society in an era when these two 
elements tend to diverge. This 
does not mean that JROTC 
promotes some sort of militaristic 
anti-individualism. On the 
contrary, JROTC seeks to nurture 
individualism in the service of a 
common cause." 

JROTC weaves U.S. military his- 
tory, strategy and science into the 
fabric of America's future through 
the nation's youth. Cadets learn 
skills for success in school and life 
after graduation. Ultimately, 
JROTC links students to a heritage 
of honorable values that America 
cannot afford to lose. 

Denise O'Neal is a freelance writer 
from Ligonier, Pa., and the wife of 
a JROTC instructor. 
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Ampli-Ear 2002... 

SO SMALL & POWERFUL 
YOU'LL THINK YOU HAVE 
BIONIC HEARING ! 
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FREE: 
FREE: 
FREE: 
FREE: 



4 Batteries 
Cleaning Brush 
Full Color Guide 
3 Custom Fitting 
Ear Pieces 



NEARLY 
INVISIBLE 

✓ Hear whispers and quiet conversations Clearly 

✓ Listen to Faint Phone Conversations with Ease 

✓ Watch TV with the volume on Low 

✓ Even Hear quiet footsteps on a carpeted floor 



Rush Delivery... Don't Delay! 



Send Order TO: American Research Institute 

21 Bridge Sq., Dept HD2-AML6, Westport, Ct. 06880 
*U YES! Please RUSH me (1) Ampli-Ear 2002 unit for only 

$9.95 + $4.95 rush delivery 
«*□ SAVE 20%: 2 Ampli Ears Only $15.95 + $6.95 P&H 

Lifetime Damage Replacement Guarantee $5.95 
*U Bonus Deal! 1,000 Hours of Batteries Only $5.95! Postpaid! 
<**□ Super Bonus! Both the Lifetime Guarantee & the 

1,000 Hours of Batteries Offer for Only $9.00! Postpaid! 

□ Postal Insurance only 990 

□ SUPER RUSH Service only 990 

□ Check or money order enclosed 

□ Charge my: □ Visa □ Amex □ MC □ Discover 



Card #: 

Name: 

Address:- 
City: 



_Exp:. 



. State: . 



. Zip: _ 



REQUIRED Signature:. 



or test before purchasing the Ampli-Ear I understand that The FDA has determined that my best 
would be served if I had a medical evaluation by a licensed physician who specializes in diseases of the ear, before 
02 - or a test by a licensed hearing aid dispenser utilizing established procedures and 
^instrumentation in the fitting of hearing instruments. 



legion news 



Legion urges vets to enroll in VA 



The American Legion believes 
funding for the nation's largest 
category of veterans could be en- 
dangered if those veterans fail to 
enroll in the Department of Veter- 
ans Affairs health-care system. 

Priority Group 7 - VAs designa- 
tion for non-indigent veterans 
without service-connected disabili- 
ties or injuries - need to enroll in 
the system lest Congress decide 
the funding no longer exists to ac- 
cept them. By enrolling, veterans 
will have access to a health-care 
system that includes a pharmacy 
benefit with a $7 co-payment for 
each 30-day supply of medication. 

American Legion department 
service officers are available to 
help with the process. A complete 
list of department service officers 
can be found on the Web at 
www.legion.org. 

When enrolling, Priority Group 
7 vete rans agree to make co-pay- 



How to enroll 

■ Enroll in person at any VA medical 
center or clinic. 

■ Mail or fax a completed FormlO- 
10EZ to the medical center or clinic of 
your choice. 

GETTING THE FORM 

■ Visit, call or write any VA health- 
care facility or veterans' benefit office. 

■ Call (877) 222-8387 between 8 a.m. 
and 8 p.m. Eastern time Monday 
through Friday. 

■ Enroll online by visiting the VA Web 
site www.va.gov. 



ments and identify their private 
health-insurance companies. It 
also is important to choose a spe- 
cific VA health-care facility as a 
preferred facility to receive 
primary care. If a selected facility 
is unable to provide the health 
care needed by an enrolled veter- 
an, then that facility will make 



arrangements for referral to anoth- 
er VA health-care facility or to one 
of VAs private-sector affiliates to 
provide the required care. 

Veterans not required to enroll 
in the system include: 

■ Those whose service- 
connected disabilities are rated at 
50 percent or more. 

■ Those who were discharged 
from military service less than a 
year ago for a disability that the 
military determined was incurred 
or aggravated in the line of duty 
but not yet rated by VA; and 

■ Those seeking care from VA 
for a service-connected disability 
only, even if the rating is only 0 
percent. 

Veterans normally will remain 
enrolled in the system for one 
year. Enrollment will be reviewed 
and renewed each year depending 
upon priority-group assignment 
and available resources. 



Legion continues 
to fight for pledge 



The American Legion filed 
a motion with the 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco July 30 to overturn 
the court's earlier decision 
that the Pledge of Allegiance 
is unconstitutional. 

The Legion planned to 
file an Amicus Curiae - or 
friend-of-the-court - brief 
on or about Aug. 19, join- 
ing 50 state and territorial 
attorneys general and the 
U.S. Senate, among others. 

"If the 9th Circuit's ruling 
is allowed to stand, millions 
of American schoolchildren 
will be denied the right to 
recite the pledge," National 
Commander Richard J. 
"Ric" Santos said. "The de- 
nial will exist simply be- 
cause the phrase 'one nation 
under God' offends one 
atheist and two judges." The 
Legion was instrumental in 



adding the phrase "under 
God" to the Pledge. 

"If the judges had read the 
Declaration of Independence, 
this outrage would never 
have occurred," Santos said. 
"With its references to 'God,' 
the 'Creator' and 'divine 
Providence,' it is clear that 
our founding fathers did not 
intend for America to be an 
atheistic nation. More impor- 
tantly, the 9th Circuit's deci- 
sion contradicts the words 
uttered during the opening of 
each Supreme Court session: 
'God save the United States 
and this honorable Court.' 

"As national commander 
of The American Legion, I 
promise that our organiza- 
tion will stand with the 
American people all the 
way to the Supreme Court, 
if necessary, to correct this 
grave injustice." 



New e-mail 
service 
offered 



Want to stay abreast of 
legislative issues and other 
information directly affect- 
ing veterans and their fami- 
lies? The American Legion 
now provides a Legion-re- 
lated news service to its 
members via e-mail. 

To sign up for the serv- 
ice, members must visit the 
Legion Web site at 
www.register.legion.org to 
provide their e-mail 
addresses. When submit- 
ting an e-mail address, 
each member must include 
name and membership 
number as they appear on 
the membership card. 

E-mail addresses will be 
used for official purposes 
only and will not be shared 
or sold to any other organi- 
zation. 
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Legion members save on prescriptions 



With the cost of prescription 
drugs becoming the fastest-grow- 
ing component of health insurance 
today, Legionnaires and their im- 
mediate families may wish to take 
advantage of a membership bene- 
fit that's been around for years. 
Since August 1995, Legion family 
members have saved more than 
$23,527,177 using The American 
Legion Discount Prescription Pro- 
gram. Members and their families 
are auto- 

FOr more matically 
rui IIIUIC enrolled in 

information the 



Call RxAmerica 
(800) 905-9818 



program. 
To re- 



ceive a pre- 
scription drug discount at any of 
the thousands of participating 
pharmacies across the country, 
members need only present a cur- 
rent membership card. Convenient 
mail service also is available when 
members wish to order 30- to 90- 
day supplies of their prescriptions. 

Prescription discounts vary, 
ranging up to 83 percent depend- 
ing on the medication, but aver- 
age overall savings is about 17 
percent. Members need to keep 
in mind, however, that the sav- 
ings plan is prohibited when us- 
ing a co-pay program, as pharma- 
cies can only store one prescrip- 
tion program. 

Members who currently have a 
co-pay program should stick with 



One Network 
update 

CVS pharmacies are no 
longer participating in The 
American Legion Discount 
Prescription Program. Legion- 
naires should ensure that fel- 
low post members are made 
aware of this so they can 
continue to take advantage of 
discounts at other participat- 
ing pharmacies around the 
country. 



mm. cha 



menca 

Charting Solutions - Achieving Results 

it because it is the most cost-effec- 
tive. However, if your insurance 
program mandates that you pay 
100 percent of the cost of your 
medication and submit it for reim- 



bursement under the provisions of 
the plan, you can still use The 
American Legion Discount 
Prescription Program to get a dis- 
count up front. 

With rising prescription costs 
on everyone's mind, this benefit - 
offered to members at no cost - 
serves as a great recruitment tool. 




make the difference! 



Your Legion Card Can Help Provide Security 
for You and Your Family! 

Your membership in The American Legion or Sons of the American Legion can mean 
savings on life, health, dental and supplemental insurance. Call the numbers below for 
FREE, no obligation information and put the power of membership to work for you. 
For a complete listing of your benefits visit www.legion.org (under MEMBER BENEFITS). 



AMERICAN LEGION 
LIFE INSURANCE 

The American Legion presents $10,000 
combined whole life and accidental death 
insurance. This program helps provide 
quality financial protection for your family. 
Phone UNION FIDELITY today for a 
FREE Information Kit, call TOLL-FREE 
1-800-523-5758, or write: Union Fidelity 
Life Insurance Co., Administrative Office, 
500 Virginia Drive, Fort Washington, 
Pennsylvania 19034. 

The American Legion also offers a 
Simplified Issue Term plan (that is ideal for 
younger members too!). This program is 
available to American Legion and Sons 
of The American Legion members and 
dependents. For a free information kit, call 
toll free 1-800-523-5758. 

Valuable TRICARE Supplement 

benefits are available for active duty and 
retired military members. For more infor- 
mation, call 1-800-542-5547. 



PLEASE NOTE: 

The plans below may not be available in all states 

AMERICAN LEGION HEALTH 
AND DENTAL INSURANCE 

The American Legion offers three new 
programs to meet the health and dental 
insurance needs of Legion and SAL mem- 
bers. The Health Insurance Mart works 
to match members' health insurance needs 
to programs available in your community 
(coverage available for your family, too!). 
The Small Employer Plan provides 
employee benefits to businesses with 2 
to 50 employees, including Posts and 
Departments. The Dental Insurance 
Plan covers routine and more extensive 
dental work. 

Call 1-877-886-0110 for more infor- 
mation on these plans. 



Cut Out and 
Save this Information for 
Future Reference! 



Look for additional benefits in future issues. 
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American Legion unveils plaque 
marking birthplace of Gl Bill 




Former Sen. Bob Dole recently joined a group of prominent Legionnaires in Washing- 
ton to unveil a plaque marking the birthplace of the Gl Bill . Sandy Schaeffer 



The American Legion recently 
unveiled a plaque in Washington 
marking the birthplace of the Gl Bill 
of Rights. The plaque is in Room 
570 of Washington's Mayflower Ho- 
tel, where on Dec. 15, 1943, Ameri- 
can Legion Past National Comman- 
der Harry W. Colmery of Topeka, 
Kan., penned the first draft of the 
historic legislation. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
signed the original Gl Bill on June 
22, 1944. The measure helped vet- 
erans buy homes, attend college 
and start businesses. It also gave 
rise to the American middle class 
and the suburbs. 

"The Gl Bill of Rights was the 
most significant domestic legisla- 
tion of the 20th century," Ameri- 
can Legion National Commander 
Richard J. Santos said. "A plaque 
marking its birthplace is an appro- 
priate, lasting tribute to the organ- 



ization and to the man who 
helped to make dreams come true 
for veterans and their families." 
The plaque reads: "December 



1943. Room 570. Harry W. 
Colmery, Past National Comman- 
der of The American Legion, 
worked tirelessly in this room 
drafting the Servicemen's Readjust- 
ment Act of 1944, The Gl Bill.'" 

Santos added, "I commend 
Chairman Chris Smith for introduc- 
ing the Veterans Education and Ben- 
efits Expansion Act of 2001, which 
the president signed in December. 
The measure raised the monthly Gl 
educational benefit from $672 to 
$985 by October 2003." 

American Legion National Ad- 
jutant Robert Spanogle was joined 
at the plaque unveiling by VA Sec- 
retary Anthony Principi, House 
Veterans Affairs Committee Chair- 
man Chris Smith of New Jersey, 
House Veterans Affairs Benefits 
Subcommittee Chairman Mike 
Simpson of Idaho, Rep. Jim Ryun 
of Kansas, former Sen. Bob Dole, 
former House Veterans Affairs 
Committee Chairman Sonny Mont- 
gomery, and Michael Bennett, au- 
thor of "When Dreams Came True: 
The Gl Bill and the Making of 
Modern America." 

Reps. Simpson, Smith and Ryun 
have formally requested that Presi- 
dent Bush posthumously honor 
Colmery with the nation's highest 
civilian honor, the Medal of Free- 
dom Award. The president has not 
yet acted upon the request. 




AMAZING 



Unique design 
folds flat for 
easy storage. It 
even hangs on 
the wall! 



Ends 
Back-Breaking 
Property Cleanup 
Forever! 

Commercial-power vacuum turbine lifts and 
pulverizes tons of leaves, twigs, pine needles 
and lawn debris as you drive. 

Great for big grass-mowing jobs— Giant 300 gallon 
capacity clears huge areas without stopping. 

Hitches to virtually any riding mower or tractor. 

Folds up flat for compact storage. You can actually 
hang it on the wall! 



Free Information Kit 



MAIL THIS 
COUPON TODAY 

OR CALL TOLL-FREE 

1-800-646-1000 



www.CycloneRake.com/aL 



YES! Please rush me FULL INFORMATION 

on the revolutionary CYCLONE RAKE® and 
special pre-season sale prices. 



MAIL TO: WOODLAND POWER PRODUCTS, INC. Dept. AL1002 
pSfBSS. 72 Acton St., West Haven, CT 06516 



Increased Male Virilit 




Now There 
Approach To Enhanc 

A GIANT BOOST OF MALE 
VIRILITY. . . AT ANY AGE! 

Modern technology and ancient herbal science 
has come up with a product that battles and 
wins the fight for male virility. Now, millions 
of active American men have a natural, more 
affordable alternative to prescription drugs when 
they want to enhance strength, stamina, perform- 
ance and an extra burst of energy. EnerX, an all- 
natural herbal supplement, contains ingredients 
to enhance sexual energy and performance when 
— taken on a regular basis. 



No doctor's visits, or loss 
of privacy. 

No more expensive pre- 
scription drugs which are 
notorious for causing dan- 
gerous side effects. EnerX 
is a NATURAL, chemical- 
free herbal supplement, 
proven effective alternative 
that's affordable, and it gets 
the results men want. 



Is An Easy, Natural and Affordable 
ing Male Strength, Stamina and Performance^ 




Testimonials From Our Many Satisfied Customers 

- "Our whole life is different. He has more energy... There is more 
lovemaMng. EnerX is great." - Georgiann T. 

- "After being married for over 25 years, love making warn 't the 
same. . . The desire was gone. . . but after taking EnerX, I felt and acted 
likeldid the first few years." -Harris H. 

- "lean 't believe the new man lam. At 58, I have the drive when I 
was 18 and 28. 1 found what was missing the last 10 years. We both 
love it!" -Bobbie S. 
A BURST OF ENERGY AT CRITICAL 
MOMENTS EnerX stimulates sexual energy 
by expanding blood vessels causing increased 
blood flow to specific areas of the body. Men 
are amazed that with EnerX they can actually 
feel the increase of energy and confidence. 



PAIN RELIEF IN MINUTES 

■■■GUARANTEED! 

Discover the new natural solution to pain relief, help to reduce 
soreness and restore the ease of movement - in just minutes! 



"EnerX stimulates sexual 
energy by expanding blood 
vessels causing increased 
blood flow to specific areas 
of the body." 
—Steven H. Becker, 

M.D. Internal Medicine 



RESPECT FOR OUR CUSTOMERS 
PRIVACY IS TOP OF THE IIST 

EnerX customers are also greatly pleased with 
the discretion in which EnerX is delivered - 

- right to their doorstep (Overnight delivery 
is available) in an unmarked discreet package. 



WE GUARANTEE IT! 

EnerX will enhance your 
male potency or send it 
back for a full product 
refund- 30 day money 
back guarantee! 



Call now and ask 
how you can get a 
30 day supply of 
EnerX free! 



Fast Service Call Toll Free.. 




1-800-639-9424 

24 hours a day ~ 7 days a week/ we accept checks by phone! 

Ask about EnerX special formula for women! 



Blessed relief from pain in 
just minutes as you apply 
soothing MagnaBlue 



NO* $39 




100% NATURAL SOOTHING HERBAL 
EXTRACTS & DEEP PENETRATING ESSENTIAL 
OILS FOR PAIN RELIEF IN JUST MINUTES 

This unique formulation of deeply 
penetrating EMU OIL, ALOE, MSM and 
HERBAL EXTRACTS temporarily relieves 
minor aches and pains from backaches, 
arthritis, strains, bruises, more! Here's 
how simple it works. Massage a dab 
of the non-greasy MagnaBlue gel onto 
the affected area and PAIN IS GONE 
IN MINUTES! Get back to the things 
you enjoy- gardening, exercising, 
dancing, you name it! Satisfaction 
Guaranteed or send back for a full 
product refund! At these incredible low prices, supplies 
won t last long. ORDER TODAY FOR PAIN 
RELIEF NOW! 
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CALL TOLL FREE: 

1-800-379-5447 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week / we accept checks by phone 

Or mail coupon below. 




Mail to: MAGNABLUE, Dept. 938 

6960 Eastgate Blvd., Lebanon, TN, 37090 
Please rush me: 

□ One MagnaBlue Only $9.95 + $3.95 S&H 
(Total $13.90). 

□ SAVE! 2 MagnaBlues Only $17.95 + $5.95 S&H 
(Total $23.90). 

□ SAVE MORE! 3 MagnaBlues Only $24.95+ 
$7.95 S&H (Total $32.90). 

□ BESTOFFER! 4 MagnaBlues Only$29.95 + 
$7.95 S+H (Total $37.90). 

Name_ 



Address 


City State 


-Zip 


Enclosed is check or M.0. for 


(NY, NJ, & TN 


res. add sales tax.) 




Charge my: □ VISA □ MasterCard 


□ Disc □ Am Ex 


Account # 





Amazingly eases soreness 
and restores your freedom 
of movement! 



PAIN RELIEF GEL 

"»th Aloe, Emu Oil, MSM & Herbal Exrocfr 
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Exp. Date. 



comrades 



How to Submit a Reunion 



The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for vet- 
erans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Com- 
rades Editor, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630- 
1280 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number 
and e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge. 

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion Maga- 
zine will publish a group's listing only once a year. Notices should be 
sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 



Other Notices 



"In Search Of" is primarily a means of getting in touch with people 
from your unit to plan a reunion. Listings must include the name of the 
unit from which you seek people, the time period and the location, as 



well as a contact name, address, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades Edi- 
tor, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail 
reunions@legion.org. The magazine will not publish the names of indi- 
viduals, only the name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings 
are published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who have 
been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not include a 
member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Mem- 
berships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be approved by the Legion's 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify an 
injury received during service, contact your Legion department service 
officer for information on how to publish a notice. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 



AIR FORCE 



8th Tact Ftr Wing 8th Ftr Grp, Galveston, TX, 
11/20-24, Frank Knight, (281) 488-4077, 
martinails@aol.com; Webb AFB, All Units 1951- 
1977, Big Spring, TX, 10/11-12, Jim Little, (915) 
264-1999, hangar25@crcom.net 

ARMY 

3187th Sig Serv Bn, Peoria, IL, 10/10-12, Donald 
Goldman, (512) 446-0371, dancintrees@ 
texl net; Society of the Honor Guard, Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier (SHGTUS), Fort Myer, VA, 
11/8-11, Neale Hart, (703) 354-0829, 
inhart@erols.com 

JOINT 

65th Gen Hosp of WWII (Duke Univ Unit), 

Durham, NC, 10/25-27, Ivan Brown, (863) 682- 
6647; Iwo Jima Veterans & Family Assn, Wichita 
Falls, TX, 2/19-23, Howard "Phil" Philips, (714) 
990-2560, howardphil@aol.com; Nat'l Assn of 
Black Military Women, Norfolk, VA, 1 0/9-1 3, 
Juanita Scott, (323) 290-0918, jrscottvp@ 
yahoo.com 

MARINES 

9th Spec Basic Class 1951, Triangle, VA, 10/24- 
26, Herb Hart, (703) 912-6124, camphart1@ 
aol.com; USS Philippine Sea Mar Det, CV 47, 

Hershey, PA, 10/15-20, Ralph Lund, (215) 345- 
6430, ralpml@aol.com 

NAVY 

MCB 6, San Antonio, 2/28-3/4, John Bevier, (231) 
839-2011, jbevier@michweb.net; NAVCAD 8-53, 
Pensacola, FL, 2/10-2/13, Ted Lukens, (215) 
766-8724, oldnavypilot@juno.com; USS 
Bingham, APA 225, New Orleans, 1 1/13-16, 
Peter Xanthos, (716) 773-5852, xanthosp@ 
aol.com; USS Crux, AK 115, WWII, Myrtle Beach, 
SC, 11/3-6, Wilton H. Price, (919) 365-5926; 
USS George W. Ingram, DE 62, Eastaboga, AL, 
10/12-15, JackSchlemmer, (937) 384-0323, 
jschlemmer@graphtronics.net; USS Luzon, ARG 
2, Corpus Christi, TX, 11/14-18, Charles Mitchell, 
(845) 692-5760, luzon@frontiernet.net; USS 
Navarro, APA 215, San Mateo, CA, 10/10-13, 
Ken Bell, (650) 341-1097, cwobell@aol.com; 
USS Radford, DD/DDE 446, St. Louis, 10/3-6, 
Vane Scott, (740) 498-8803, vane@saferinternet. 
com; USS Relief, Sun City Center, FL, 10/5, Paul 
Bandelier, (813) 633-9049, pb80and@aol.com; 
USS Semmes, DDG 18, Charleston, SC, 12/7-10, 
Tom Camann, (716) 694-5424, sanbaggr@ 
aol.com; USS Shields, DD 596, Korea, San 
Diego, 10/17-20, A.D. Burchfield, (662) 289- 
4745, adbshields@aol.com; USS Threadfin, SS 
410, Las Vegas, 10/31-11/3, Charlie Callender, 



(410) 965-6488, charles.callender@ssa.gov; VP- 
28, Las Vegas, 1 0/1 5-1 7, Jim Miller, (81 6) 761 - 
8724, patron28@aol.com; VS-831/VS-36 1951- 
1954, Norfolk, VA, 10/11-14, John Meyer, (320) 
252-8778 



LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 



Post 60, CA: Richard A. Washington 

Post 540, CA: Frank W. Watts 

Post 187, CT: John H. Smith Jr. 

Post 43, FL: William Blagriff 

Post 125, FL: David Birdsall 

Post 219, FL: Donald W. Mann 

Post 95, NJ: Robert McCormick, Dennis J. Walker 

Post 328, NJ: William J. Duffy, Joseph Petrone, 

Michael Totin, William D. Wray 
Post 469, OH: William J. Nagy 
Post 40, PA: Clement E. Barsh 
Post 525, PA: Mark Gushanas 
Post 17, WV: Richard D. Bentel, Roderick A. 

Devison, Dominick J. Romino 



IN SEARCH OF 



1st AAA AW Bn. Any Marines who served in a 
battery at Camp Pendleton, Calif., between 1951 
and 1953, contact Bill Morgan, Box 298, 
Galloway, OH 43119, call (614) 878-6672 ore- 
mail wcmorgan@att.net. 

1st Bn 65th Rgt 3rd Inf Div. Anyone who served in 
Korea between November 1952 and April 1953, 
contact George Bjotvedt, 19700 N. 76th St., Unit 
1050, Scottsdale, AZ 85255 or gbjotvedt@ 
cox.net. 

1st Inf Tank Div. Any MPs who served in 
Gottingen, Germany, or Japan in 1945, contact 
Anita Foster at (229) 924-6422. 

2nd AF 307th Bomb Wing Field Maint Sqdn. 

Anyone who served on Okinawa in 1953, 
contact Loren G. Parker, 3285 175th St., Fort 
Madison, IA 52627 or call (31 9) 372-1 393. 

3rd Recruit Tng Bn. Any Marines who served in a 
platoon at San Diego during the 1950s, contact 
Bill Morgan, Box 298, Galloway, OH 43119, call 
(614) 878-6672 or e-mail wcmorgan@att.net. 

5th AF 386th Bomb Sqdn. Anyone who served 
between January 1942 and October 1945, 
contact Andrew C. Johnson Jr., P0. Box 1 1 3, Des 
Allemands, LA 70030 or call (985) 758-9866. 

5th MP Bn. Any Marines who served in Saipan 
between 1945 and 1946, contact Frank E. 
Bowman, 7381 Constitution Circle, Fort Myers, 
FL, 33912, call (239) 466-7273 ore-mail 
macfrankl 944@yahoo.com. 

16th A0D. Anyone who served at Fort Bragg, N.C., 
and Echterdingen Army Airfield, Germany, 
between January 1959 and September 1960, 
contact Thomas W. Senuta, 79 Fanning Road, 
Ledyard, CT 06339, call (860) 889-0654 or e- 
mail twstrucks@msn.com. 



19th Gen Hosp. Anyone who served during WWII, 
contact Richard R. Powell, 1254 Silk Oak Court, 
Fort Collins, CO 80525. 

20th SOS "Green Hornets." Anyone who served 
between 1965 and 1972, contact Robert Hall, 
2552 Eidmann Road, Belleville, IL 62221, call 
(618) 566-4310 or e-mail robert.hall@ 
scott.af.mil. 

22nd Troop Carrier Sqdn. Anyone who served at 
Tachicawa, Japan, between March 1952 and 
July 1954, contact Tom Switzer, 101 Humbolt 
St., Canyon City, OR 97820, call (541) 575- 
1678 or e-mail tdswitzer@oregontrail.net. 

27th and 28th Bns, 9th Tng Rgt. Anyone who 
served in Camp Croft in Spartanburg, S.C., 
during WWII, contact Robin T. Zimmerman, 3429 
Friar Tuck Road, Spartanburg, SC 29302 or call 
(864) 582-8733. 

47th Eng B Co. Anyone who served on Makin 
Island, Saipan or Okinawa, contact Roy Kirchner, 
320 N. 17th Court, Estherville, IA 51334 or call 
(712) 362-8052. 

59th Eng Const Co. Anyone who served at Ladd 
AFB, Alaska, between 1953 and 1956, contact 
Charles Bettis, 6717 N.W. 128th Terrace, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73142. 

69th Armd 4th Inf Div. Anyone who served in 
Vietnam between September 1967 and 
September 1968, contact Ronald Roy, 501 
Cardinal Place, Midwest City, OK 73130 or e- 
mail rroy2@cox.net. 

69th Div Arty HQ Btry. Anyone who served in the 
Rhineland during the Central Europe campaign, 
contact George Walker Bowman, 3504 
Rosendale Road, Schenectady, NY 12309, call 
(518) 785-5277 ore-mail 
bowmang29@aol.com. 

70th AAA Bn. Anyone who served in New 
Caledonia between March 1942 and January 
1943, contact Donald Backe, 703 E. Main St., 
Crawfordsville, IN 47933 or call (765) 362- 
6448. 

72nd Periodic Maint Sqdn, 72nd Bomb Wing. 
Anyone who served between June 1953 and 
June 1956, contact Bob Ruttman at (225) 774- 
9743 ore-mail bobpolski@aol.com. 

98th A&E/A5 Sec. Anyone who served at Lincoln 
AFB, Neb., between 1957 and 1965, contact 
Ralph Hartzell, 31 1 Old Airport Road, 
Douglassville, PA 19518, call (610) 385-3587 or 
e-mail ralphjam01@aol.com. 

98th Depot Repair. Anyone who served at the 
USAAF field in Blythe, Calif., in summer 1943, 
contact H.E. Harvey, R.R. 1 , Box 259, Clarksville, 
AR 72830. 

125th Air Traffic Cont Co. Anyone who served in 
Saigon, Song Be, Pleiku and Kontum between 
October 1967 and September 1969, contact 
Mike Isabelle, 152 Bishop Drive, Framingham, 
MA 01 702, call (508) 626-2732 or e-mail 
mjbell1@rcn.com. 
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SAVE MONEY ON 
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS 



with 

The American Legion Discount Prescription Program 

Administered by 

RAmerica 

^m. Charting Solutions - Achieving Results 

Five Great Reasons to Use the Program 

* Save as much as 20% or MORE on all your prescriptions! 

* Fill prescriptions at thousands of pharmacies nationwide 

* Receive home delivery through mail service 

* Rest easy knowing RxAmerica's Mail Service is guaranteed 
more cost effective than AARP 

* Use your current American Legion or Sons of The American 
Legion Membership card, it's that easy 

To find out more, call the Legionnaires' toll-free Help Desk at 

1-800-770-8014 



Veteran's Travel Specials 



Lowest Cruise Prices 



J • Veteran's Receive Up To 

Per Cabin Book By 10/31/02 

9-14 Day Alaska 2003 CruiseTours 

May - September, 2003 
Lowest Rates Guaranteed! Call for your FREE Alaska Brochure 

l±l RoyalCaribbean 




H Carnival. 



PRINCESS Holland (^America 




15 Day / 14 Nt Scandinavia & Russia 

Norwegian Cruise Line • Norwegian Dream • April - August, 2003 
Includes: 2 Nights in London with Breakfast 

& Sightseeing, 12 Night Cruise 7Q0 
Roundtrip from London f ro n7 I f Ov 

17 Day / 16 Nt Australia & New Zealand 

Princess Cruises • Star Princess • November & December, 2003 
Includes: 2 Nights in Sydney with Sightseeing, 12 Night Cruise 
from Sydney to Auckland (or reverse), 2 Nights 

in Auckland with Sightseeing, $1 QQQ 
$100 p.p. Shipboard Credit fronf I «J£«I 

Best Price and Satisfaction Guaranteed 

SHIP'n'SHORt 






S 800-475-6712 

—www.shipandshorecruises.com — 

Prices are per person, double occupancy; port charges are included; gov't taxes are 
additional; limited availability. Prices shown are min. fares for select departure dates. 
Other dates higher. Not responsible for last minute changes of price or itinerary by cruise 
""" " 3r any errors or omissions in the content of this ad. Some restrictions and cancellation 
Ities may apply. Promotional offers are valid on specific sailing dates, capacity 
controlled by the cruise lines, and may not be combinable with other offers. Best Price and 
Satisfaction Guarantee: for complete details, call us or visit our website. Ships' Registry: 
Greece, Norway, Bahamas, Liberia, Panama & Italy. Fla. Seller of Travel Reg. No. ST- 
31 1 20, IA tvl no. 654, OH no. 87891 21 , CST # 20281 07-50. Licensed & Bonded © 2002. 




One Veteran to Another... 

I Know Impotence... Let SOMA Blue help 
you feel like a young man again. 



After my retirement from the Armed Forces, I wanted to work in a field 
that enhanced men's lives, one that made a difference. Litde did I 
know that I would eventually be seeking the solution that I have 
strongly encouraged others to purchase over the past 12 years. SOMA 
George P. Roese Blue has over three decades of experience with erectile dysfunction! 

VP. Corporate Development 

SOMA Blue products are FDA registered and are approved by Medicare and most Secondary Insurance 
Companies - which means NO out-of-pocket expense to you. Products are discreetly shipped to your 
door. So why wait another day to live your life to the fullest? Call one of our trained clinical specialists 
today to learn more. I am so confident that you'll find our product beneficial that we offer an 
unconditional, risk-free, 90-day money back guarantee. 



Sincerely, 

George/ P. Koete/ 

George P Roese, CPT (P), Ret. 

Vice President Corporate Development 

Veteran of the Armed Forces 



Afrohouto^UO Hone* 

SOMABLUE 

Medical Sy stems 

The Miracle of Simplicity 



You deserve the best SOMA Blue vacuum therapy products deliver.. 



• Spontaneous/Immediate Results 

Create an erection in less than IV2 minutes! 

• Controllable - begin/end the erection 
when YOU desire! 

• Predictable/Consistent - each time, every time! 



Cost Effective - Little or NO cost, Lifetime Warranty 
Safe and Effective - NO Pills, NO Implants, 
NO Injections, NO Drugs - NATURAL PROCESS! 
Medicare & Secondary Insurance Filing, 
Prescription Assistance 



Call (800) 827-8382 or visit www.somablue.com 
for information and online ordering. 



Versatile New DR® FIELD 
and BRUSH MOWER... 



cuts down and chops up tall, wiry field grasses 
- even 2-1/2"-thick hardwood saplings! 

PERFECT FOR RECLAIMING pastures, meadows, 
fencelines, trails, woodlots.-anv area too rough q 
overgrown for ordinary mowers. 
PIVOTING MOWER DECK prevents 
scalping. MULCHING CHAMBER shreds 
vegetation into small pieces! 
4-SPEEDS, POWER-REVERSE I 
engines from 9 to 17 HP. 
LOADED WITH NEW FEATURE 
and options— gas gauge, 
lights, brakes, hour 
meter, 
differential 
and more! 



For your FREE 
CATALOG AND VIDEO 
Call Toll-Free 



The DR® Now 
CONVERTS 
in seconds 
to — 


A 
L 


ow I 

3 


n 

Throw 1 jf| I 
Snow! 1 i 






1-888 
382-9184 



Please mail this coupon TODAY for complete FREE DETAILS of the 
DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER including prices, specifications, 
and Factory-Direct Savings now in effect. There is no obligation. 




COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS®, Dept. 44336X 
Meigs Road, P.O. Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 ] 
www.drfieldbrush.com 1 



comrades 



133rd Rgt 34th Div. Anyone who served in Italy 
between 1944 and 1945, contact Bruce Brady, 
31 Lake Shore Drive, Limerick, ME 04048. 

189th Sig Repair Co. Anyone who served in 
Europe during WWII, contact James E. Ferriero, 
246 High St., North Arlington, NJ 07031 or call 
(201) 991-6599. 

202nd MP Co. Anyone who served at NATO Site 4 
or at the Pendleton Barracks in Giessen, West 
Germany, between March 1983 and January 
1985, contact Michael Fink, RO. Box 305, 
Tyrone, PA 16686. 

212th MP Co. Anyone who served at Camp Darby, 
Italy, between 1960 and 1963, contact Bob 
Sullivan, 33 Kolbe Road, Bloomingburg, NY 
1 2721 , call (845) 386-9339 or e-mail 
rd@warwick.net. 

226th Sig Corps Serv. Anyone who served in 
South Korea between August 1953 and July 
1954, contact Wanda Hensley Ninichuck, 3142 
Ninichuck Road, Bethel, OH 451 06 or e-mail 
wninichuck@hotmail.com. 

267th FA Bn. Anyone who served between March 
1943 and December 1945, contact Woody 
Shadid, 2109 Keokuk Drive, Springfield, IL 
62702, call (217) 528-3096 or e-mail 
criswood29@aol.com. 

314th FMS. Anyone who served with the "Dirty 
Dozen" at Ching Chuan Kang AB, Taiwan, 
between October 1968 and March 1970, contact 
Darrell A. Fortune, PO. Box 103, Jones, OK 
73049 or call (405) 399-4636. 

385th Port Bn 670th Port Co Persian Gulf Cmd. 
Anyone who served in 1943 and 1944, contact 
Lloyd F. Henderson, 315 Five Forks Road, 
Simpsonville, SC 29681, call (864) 288-3847 or 
e-mail Hoyd4281@charter.net. 

523rd MP Co. Anyone who served at the 
Edgewood Arsenal or the Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds, Md., between May 1981 and March 
1983, contact Michael Fink, PO. Box 305, 
Tyrone, PA 16686. 

572nd MP Co. Anyone who served at Fort Ritchie, 
Md., between 1968 and 1971, contact Ed 
Crager, 308 N. Grant St., Waynesboro, PA 
17268, call (717) 762-2283 ore-mail 
kcrager@supernet.com. 

597th AAA AW Bn (Mobile). Anyone who served 
at Fort Bliss, Texas, or Salzburg, Austria, during 
WWII, contact R.E. Erts, 5019 Burt St., Omaha, 
NE 68132, call (402) 556-5625 or e-mail 
rerts@hotmail.com. 

606th AAA Gun Bn. Anyone who served at Grand 
Island, N.Y, between October 1955 and July 
1 957, contact Jerry L. Phillips, 244 Maria Ave., 
Jackson, MS 39204 or call (601) 372-5166. 

642nd Bomb Sqdn 409th Bomb Grp. Anyone who 
served in France between October 1944 and 
February 1945, contact James L. Presson, 41 
Norwood Circle, Iowa City, IA 52245 or call 
(319) 338-0937. 

667th, 932nd, 933rd and 934th AC&W Sqdns. 
Anyone who served in Iceland, contact William 
Chick, 104 Summit Point Court, Chapin, SC 
29036, call (803) 932-9596 or e-mail 
littlechick@msn.com. 

691st AF Band. Anyone who served at Erlangen, 
Germany, between 1945 and 1947, contact 
Ralph Watts, 67 Brookside Ave., Hershey, PA 
17033, call (717) 533-7601 ore-mail 
wattsgold@aol.com. 

728th Amph Tract Bn. Anyone who served in the 
Pacific, contact Elmer Hallen, 1161 Stark St., 
Kewaskum, Wl 53040, call (262) 626-2253 or 
e-mail betel@juno.com. 

843rd Eng Avn Bn B Co SCARWAF. Anyone who 
served at Chaumont AFB, France, between 1954 
and 1955, contact Bobby James, 13330 
Laraway Drive, Riverview, FL 33569, call (813) 
677-5742 ore-mail bobjames13330@aol.com. 

1095th SRS/ADG. Anyone who served at Bossier 
Base, La., between 1955 and 1968, contact Al 



Cota, HCR #1, Box 1597-N, Tucson, AZ 85736 
ore-mail swp1095th@aol.com. 

1288th Eng Bn HHC and HS Co, APO N.Y. Anyone 
who served between February 1942 and 
November 1946, contact Charles Thoe, PO. Box 
574,Texico, NM 88135. 

3097th Avn Depot Sqdn. Anyone who served at 
Stony Brook AF Station, Mass., between 1955 
and 1960, contact Clarke Ketter, 3244 Carriage 
Lane, Lexington, KY40517, call (859) 273-2259 
or e-mail crketter@insightbb.com. 

4683rd AF Hosp. Anyone who served at Thule 
AB, Greenland, between February 1963 and 
February 1964, contact Charles Meador, 898 
Highway 1 33, Columbia, LA 71 41 8, call (31 8) 
649-5335 ore-mail meador@3g.quik.com. 

7405th Support Sqdn. Anyone who served in 
Wiesbaden, Germany, between 1961 and 1964, 
contact Ben "Moe" Mazenkas, 1011 Washington 
St., Abington, MA 02351, call (781) 871-0791 
ore-mail bh44bandit@aol.com. 

7559th Aircraft Repair Sqdn. Anyone who served 
at Burtonwood AFB, England, between 1953 and 
1956, contact Howard D. Hoke, PO. Box 39, 
Mount Upton, NY 13809 or call (607) 764-8419. 

A Btry 60th Coast Arty. Anyone who served in the 
Philippine Islands between March 1941 and 
October 1942, contact Clark Casetta, 307 S. 
Lafayette St., Shawano, Wl 54166 or call (715) 
526-3590. 

B Co 67th Armd Rgt 2nd Armd Div, "Hell on 
Wheels." Anyone who served in North Africa, 
England, France, Belgium, Germany and Holland 
between 1942 and 1945, contact Nelson Lee 
Goss, 216 Olive Ave., New Albany, IN 47150 or 
call (812) 944-0152. 

B-26 Tow Outfit/Target. Anyone who served in 
Tonaph, Nev, and Chico, Calif., between 1944 
and 1945, contact Lester E. Wills, PO. Box 45, 
Cantril, IA 52542 or call (319) 397-2359. 

C Co 843rd Eng Avn Bn SCARWAF. Anyone who 
served in France and Germany between 1 953 
and 1954, contact A. Paldino, 16 Madison Court, 
Manalapan, NJ 07726 or call (732) 863-6631 . 

C Co 862nd Eng. Anyone who served in Erding, 
Germany, between 1945 and 1948, contact 
Edward "Red" Murphy, 2 Crystal Lane, Paterson, 
NJ 07501, call (973) 523-3836 ore-mail 
redmurphysr@aol.com. 

Carrier Div 22. Anyone who served in the South 
Pacific between July 1944 and August 1945, 
contact Patrick M. Driscoll, PO. Box 272, Lake 
Alfred, FL 33850 or call (863) 956-9575. 

CASU (F) 11. Anyone who served on Okinawa 
between August 1945 and December 1945, 
contact Richard Engstrom, PO. Box 1274, Lake 
Placid, FL 33862 or call (863) 465-0572. 

Co 591. Anyone who served at Great Lakes, III., in 
July 1942, contact Wayne K. Thompson, 5330 
Keel Way, Ft. Pierce, FL 34949 or call (772) 
461-2566. 

Co U Sig Tng Rgt. Anyone who served at Fort 
Monmouth, N.J., in July 1947, contact Al 
Maggard, PO. Box 1014, Glenwood Springs, CO 
81602, call (970) 945-8311 ore-mail 
almag@rof.net. 

Commander Carrier Div 27. Anyone who served 
in the South Pacific between July 1944 and 
August 1945, contact Patrick M. Driscoll, PO. 
Box 272, Lake Alfred, FL 33850 or call (863) 
956-9575. 

Commander Serv Divs 10 and 101. Anyone who 
served on the Marshall or Philippine islands 
between 1944 and 1946, contact A.R. 
Lombardo, 3158 E. Flamingo Road #204, Las 
Vegas, NV89121 or call (702) 431-7740. 

E Co 7th Rgt 3rd Inf Div. Anyone who served in 
North Korea in December 1950, contact William 
H. Lawall Jr., 604 Grape St., Whitehall, PA 
18052, call (610) 264-8202 ore-mail 
jtlawall@aol.com. 

Flights 89 and 90. Anyone who went through basic 



training at Sampson AFB in Geneva, N.Y, between 
March 1951 and May 1951, contact Anthony L. 
Mirando, 2078 Pine St., Baldwin, NY 1 1 51 0. 

Flight 1083. Anyone who went through basic 
training at Sampson AFB in Romulus, N.Y, 
between November 1951 and February 1952, 
contact Carroll Corns, 73 Trine St., Canal 
Winchester, OH 43110, call (614) 837-8919 or 
e-mail ccorns@yahoo.com. 

H&S Co 5th Mar 1st Prov Mar Bde 1st Mar Div. 
Anyone who served in Korea between 1950 and 
1951, contact Paul Hall, 34 Stahlman Place, 
Kingston, NY 1 2401 or call (845) 338-1 91 3 or 
e-mail paulh103@hotmail.com. 

KMAG Corp. Anyone who served at Op 14 in Kriano, 
Korea, between January 1949 and February 1949, 
contact Lonnie Bazor, 32630 Happy Lane, Fort 
Bragg, CA 95437 or call (707) 964-8923. 

MCB 8. Anyone who served in Da Nang or Hue- 
Phu Bai, Vietnam, between September 1965 and 
May 1966, contact Ralph Cole, 9 Allen St., 
Presque Isle, ME 04769 or call (207) 764-8533. 

Med Det, 124th Inf. Any doctors who served at 
Fort Benning, Ga., in 1 942, contact Herbert A. 
Thurston, 250 S. Sykes Creek Parkway #205, 
Merritt Island, FL 32952 or call (321) 453-4475. 

Naval Torpedo Station. Anyone who served in 
Keyport, Wash., between 1943 and 1945, 
contact Stanley Walker at (406) 453-8077 or e- 
mail wohler@msn.com. 

NAVCAD 8-53. Anyone who served at NAS 
Pensacola, Fla., contact Ted Lukens at (215) 
766-8724 or e-mail oldnavypilot@juno.com. 

Ohio Mar Corps Reserves. Any Marines at Camp 
Pendleton, Calif., who were activated in 
September 1950, contact Bill Morgan, Box 298, 
Galloway, OH 43119, call (614) 878-6672 ore- 
mail wcmorgan@att.net. 

Operation Hula. Anyone who participated during 
WWII, contact Donald C. Wait, 1300 Michigan 
Ave. #22, Iron Mountain, Ml 49801. 

Sampson Naval Hosp. Anyone who served as a 
hospital corpsman in New York in 1946, contact 
Don Dean, Cherry Tree Lane, Wabash, IN 46992. 

Task Force 593-1, LZ English. Anyone who 
served in Vietnam between 1968 and 1969, 
contact Larry Sorrentino, 1 1 1 08 Hartsook St., 
North Hollywood, CA 91601, call (818) 763- 
2766 or e-mail ljsorr@adelphia.net. 

USAHS Louis A. Milne. Anyone who served 
aboard during WWII, contact Ray Lau, 40114 
Route 78 North, Stockton, IL 61085 or call (815) 
947-2724. 

U.S. Army Test Board #3. Anyone who served at 
Ft. Benning, Ga., between October 1950 and 
October 1952, contact Richard L. Posey at (601) 
743-5340 or e-mail yoohoodenise@yahoo.com. 

U.S. Navy Armed Guard. Anyone, including gun 
crew or communications personnel, who served 
aboard the SS Edwin L. Drake between August 
1943 and July 1944, contact Donald H. Stormo, 
Box 310, Monticello, MS 39654, call (601) 587- 
2269 or e-mail badwxo@telepak.net. 

U.S. Navy Hosp 128 PHTH. Anyone who served 
as a staff hospital corpsman, contact Arthur 
Senter, 15 Hawthorne St., Rockland, MA 02370. 

USS Bradley, DE/FF 1041. Anyone who served 
aboard while commissioned, contact Bruce L. 
Gottsch, 20 Crambrook Road, New City, NY 
10956, call (845) 634-3993 ore-mail 
bgottsch@optonline.net. 

USS Buchanan, DDG 14. Anyone who served 
aboard with the commissioning crew in 
Bremerton, Wash., or San Diego between 1961 
and 1965, contact George Mezori at (502) 231- 
5081 ore-mail shirley63@mindspring.com. 

USS Elizabeth C. Stanton, AP 69. Anyone who 
served aboard between 1942 and 1944, contact 
Charles Glover, 105 N. Douglas Corner Drive, 
Starkville, MS 39759 or call (662) 323-6155. 

USS Knudson, APD 101. Anyone who served 
aboard in the Pacific between 1944 and 
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December 1 957, contact Wayne J. Reynolds, 
1981 Tilburg Ave., Deltona, FL 32725, call (386) 
789-8612 ore-mail wjreynolds@mpinet.net. 

USS LCI 588. Anyone who served aboard between 
1943 and 1945, contact RM. Patterson, 8400 
Hood Drive, Richmond, VA 23227, call (804) 
264-1 1 38 or e-mail michaell 51 8@netzero.net. 

USS Liddle, APD 60. Anyone who served aboard 
between October 1954 and 1957, contact RM. 
Patterson, 8400 Hood Drive, Richmond, VA 
23227, call (804) 264-1138 ore-mail 
michael1518@netzero.net. 

USS LSMR 401. Anyone who served aboard 
between 1951 and 1952, contact Joseph 
Samulowicz, 21417 Evergreen St., St. Clair 
Shores, Ml 48082 or call (586) 293-7476. 

USS LST 1082. Anyone who served aboard 
between September 1950 and December 1954, 
contact John Lemaster, 1531 20th N.E., Miami, 
OK 74354, call (91 8) 542-961 2 or e-mail 
jonbobbye@datalinkok.com. 

USS Onslow, AVP 48. Anyone who served aboard 
in 1 956, contact John M. Knoll, 1 071 6 7th St. 
N.E., Blaine, MN 55434, call (736) 757-2477 or 
e-mail kbOul@juno.com. 

USS Pender County, LST 1080. Anyone who 
served aboard between 1955 and 1958, contact 
Gerald Pete King, 3277 Carriage Lane, Lexington, 
KY 4051 7 or e-mail gking4051 7@aol.com. 

USS Platte, AO 24. Anyone who served aboard, 
contact Al Baker at (650) 926-4849 or e-mail 
awb@slac.stanford.edu. 

USS Rolette, AKA 99. Anyone who served aboard 
between May and December 1945, contact 
Herman Rosenberg, 48177 McKay Creek Road, 
Pilot Rock, OR 97868 or call (541) 443-3373. 

USS Salvager, ARS(D) 3. Anyone who served 
aboard between 1946 and 1965, contact Bob 
McArdle, 906 N. 7th St., Bellevue, IA 52031 or 
e-mail hullbd1@iowatelecom.net. 

USS Sitkoh Bay, CVE 86. Anyone who served 
aboard between April 1945 and August 1946, 
contact Leon Eller, 1 106 Woodvale Drive, 
Gallatin, TN 37066, call (615) 452-8277 ore- 
mail birdfeeder4u2@aol.com. 

USS Snatch, ARS 27. Anyone who served aboard 
between 1944 and 1946, contact James N. 
Smith, 34 Wolfe Drive, McGehee, AR 71654, call 
(870) 222-4359 or e-mail jamesinmcgehee@ 
webtv.net. 

USS St. Mary's, APA 126. Anyone who served 
aboard between 1 944 and 1 946, contact Tony 



Calco at (330) 688-8179 ore-mail 
buckitoo@aol.com. 

USS Tarawa, CV 40. Anyone who served with 
Carrier Air Grp 1 , Composite Sqdn 1 0, in 1 948, 
contact Bob Pomponi, R.D. 1 2, Box 448, 
Greensburg, PA 15601 or call (724) 837-2284. 

USS Tazewell, APA 209. Anyone who served 
aboard between 1944 and 1946, contact H. Neal 
Hellman, 102 Cardinal Way, Santa Rosa, CA 
95409 ore-mail nealmou@aol.com. 

USS Vermillion, AKA 107. Anyone who served 
aboard between 1945 and 1946, contact Jack E. 
Cumbie, 1011 MoreheadAve. S.E., Roanoke, VA 
2401 3 or call (540) 342-0933. 

USS Wabash, AOG 4. Anyone who served aboard 
between August 1945 and August 1946, contact 
Webb "Dutch" Van Dokkumburg, 441 River Bend 
Road, Cleveland, GA 30528, call (706) 348- 
1685 or e-mail wvandok@yahoo.com. 

USS YMS 62. Anyone who served aboard the 
minesweeper in 1943 and 1944, contact James 
A. Reed, 806 Bright Road, Apt. 805, Findlay, OH 
45840. 

USS YMS 96. Anyone who served aboard 
between 1942 and 1946, contact Herb Banta, 
1609 Ohio St., Apt. 1, Terre Haute, IN 47807, 
call (812) 232-8091 ore-mail glenn.banta@ 
verizon.net. 

VB-153. Anyone who served in Oceana, Va., in 
summer 1 945, contact William Kay Angle, 3432 
Knoup Road, Dakota, IL 61 01 8 or call (81 5) 
449-2493. 

VMF-311 MCAS El Toro. Anyone who served in 
Santa Ana, Calif., between May 1948 and May 
1950, contact Andy Anderson, 4439 N. Romero 
Road, Tucson, AZ 85705 or e-mail 
swedel @mymailstation.com. 

VP-18. Anyone who served at the Naval Air Station 
in Jacksonville, Fla., between 1955 and 1956, 
contact Leo Wilhelm at elmerlynch@aol.com. 

VP-49. Anyone who served in Bermuda between 
1952 and 1955, contact Ken Nyland at (608) 
527-2264 or e-mail avcmkn@tds.net. 

VP-84. Anyone who served between 1941 and 
1943, contact Myrrill Cox, 3006 Ontario Road, 
Keysville, VA 23947, call (434) 736-0333 or e- 
mail mcox@hovac.com. 

VR-7, VR-8. Anyone who served at Hickam AFB, 
Hawaii, in 1954 and 1955, contact Bill 
Ketcherside, 1107 Tyler Ave., Warrensburg, MO 
64093, call (660) 747-8987 ore-mail 
bilketch@iland.net. 



TAPS 



Kenneth Ardron, Dept. of North Carolina. Nat l 

Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 2000-2002. 
H. Gordon Burleigh, Dept. of New York. Nat l 

Mbrshp. & Post Activ Cmte. Memb. 1965-1966, 
Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 1969- 
1970 and 1971-1972, Dept. Cmdr. 1974-1975, 
Alt. Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1975-1977, Nat'l 
Conv. Cmsn. Memb. 1975-1994, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. 
Memb. 1976-1980, Nat'l Conv. Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 
1995-2002 and Nat'l Vice Cmdr. 1994-1995. 

Thomas A. Miller Sr., Dept. of Florida. Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 1969-1970 
and 1972-1974, Nat'l Veterans Preference Cmte. 
Memb. 1970-1972, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. 
Cmte. Memb. 1970-1972, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. 
Memb. 1981-1994, Nat'l Constitution & By-Laws 
Cmte. Consultant 1984-1995 and Nat'l Resolution 
Assignment Cmte. Memb. 1995-2002. 

J. Frank Ray, Dept. of North Carolina. Nat'l 
Housing Cmte. Memb. 1964-1965, Nat'l Counter- 
Subversive Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1965-1984, Nat'l 
Law & Order Cmte. Memb. 1975-1984, Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1986- 
1989, Dept. Cmdr. 1989-1990 and Nat'l Sec. 
Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1990-1994. 

Clifford E. Stoddard, Dept. of Nebraska. Nat'l 
Defense Civil Preparedness Cmte. Memb. 1992- 
1998, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cmsn. Memb. 
1998-1999 and Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. 
Cmsn. Memb. 1999-2002. 

John P Swift, Dept. of Massachusetts. Nat'l Sec. 
Training Cmte. Memb. 1951-1954, Nat'l Rehab. 
Cmsn. Advisory Board Memb. 1955-1956 and 
1980-1984, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. 
Memb. 1956-1957 and 1966-1976, Dept. Cmdr. 
1957-1958, Nat'l Economic Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 
1957-1958, Alt. Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1957- 
1959, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Vice 
Chmn. 1958-1959, Nat'l Law & Order Cmte. 
Memb. 1960-1967, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1975-1976 and 1983-1986, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. 
Memb. 1977-1980, 1999-2000 and 2001-2002, 
Nat'l Legis. Cmsn. Memb. 1986-2001 and Nat'l 
Constitution & By-Laws Cmte. Memb. 2001-2002. 

Edward J. White, Dept. of Nevada. Nat'l Child 
Welfare Cmsn. Advisory Memb. 1960-1962, 
Dept. Cmdr. 1989-1990 and Nat'l Cmsn. on 
Children & Youth Region 7 Memb. 1990-1992. 

Harold 0. Wilson, Dept. of District of Columbia. 
Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Memb. 1967-1969. 



SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE TO: 

Joan Rizzo, Classified Advertising, The American 
Legion Magazine, c/o Fox Associates, inc., 347 
5th Ave., Suite 1110, New York, NY 10016. (212) 
725-2106, FAX (212) 779-1928. All classified adver- 
tising is payable in advance by check or money 
order. Please make remittance payable to "The 
American Legion Magazine." RATES: $24 per word. 
Count street addresses and box numbers as two 
words; all city, state and zip codes as three words. 
CIRCULATION: 2,550,000 per month. DEADLINE: 
Advertising copy must be received 60 days before 
cover date of issue desired. All advertisements are 
accepted at the discretion of the publisher. 

APPAREL 



SUSPENDERS. Patented "no-slip clip." Catalog, 
(800) 700-4515. 

BOOKS & MAGAZINES 



BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. Ivy House 
Publishing Group. Write: 5122 Bur Oak Circle, 
Dept. AL, Raleigh, NC 27612, (800) 948-2786. 

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS 

DRINK TOKENS. Catalog, (800) 233-0828. 
FINANCIAL 



VETERANS' FREE DEBT CONSOLIDATION! Cut 



payments 50%, reduce interest, save thousands. 
Non-profit, bonded, licensed, (800) 887-D-E-B-T. 

GET OUT OF DEBT FREE! Stop collection calls, 
reduce payments up to 50%, lower interest. 
Nonprofit, licensed, bonded. Call toll-free, (866) 
866-1938, www.amerix.com. 

HEALTH/HEALTH-CARE PRODUCTS 

NEED HELP WITH HIGH BLOOD GLUCOSE? (877) 
569-1337, www.lowglucose.com. 

MEDICARE QUESTIONS, (800) M-E-D-l-C-A-R-E. 

INVESTMENTS 

TRADING FOR STOCK/ COMMODITY PROFITS, 
johnstonpe@mindspring.com. 

MISCELLANEOUS 



CIGARETTES AT DISCOUNT PRICES. Call toll- 
free, (877) 945-0862. Volume discounts, free 
shipping, free lighters. 

DISCOUNT CIGARETTES. Cartons start at $13.95. 
Toll-free, (877) 234-2447, www.senecasmokes.com. 

CIGARETTES/TOBACCO-START $9.75! Shipped 
fast, (877) 945-0704, www.rednationtobacco.com. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 



BUX-MONT FLAGS/ FLAG POLE COMPANY, vet- 
eran discounts, (866) 675-1040. 



MILITARY, WA, POW/MIA, www.teesonthenet.com. 

TAX FREE TOBACCO. Toll-free, (800) 773-5017, 
www.bluemoonsmokes.com. 

WWW.AMERICANSPRIDE.COM. 

TAX FREE CIGARETTES Starting at $9.99. Call 
us, (800) 542-6041, www.1SingleFeather.com. 

WWW.MILITARYPLUS.COM, serving veterans. 

PERSONALS 

ASIAN WOMEN! Overseas. Sunshine Penpals, 
(808) 325-7707. 

MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931) 879- 
4625. 

WANTED 

BUYING MPC, (308) 635-7900. 

OLD GUITARS, (800) 451-9728. 

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 455-2519. 

JAPANESE SWORDS, (724) 413-3292. 

WINE & BEER MAKING 

FREE CATALOG, (800) 841-7404. Kraus, Box 7850- 
LM, Independence, MO 64054, www.eckraus. 
com/offers/lm.asp. 
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The Warmth of Wood Without the Fuss! 

Franklin Gas Fireplace 

• No Wood to Load, No Ashes to Remove 

• Beautiful View of Real Flames 

• Uses Natural 
or LP gas 

• Easy to Install- 
No Chimney 
Required 

• Soothing 
Radiant Heat 

• Heats Up 




Heirloom Stoves Handmade in 
Our Factory For Over 24 Years. 

No Electricity Needed-Protects 
Against Power Outages 

• Convenient Controls 

• Optional Remote- 
C ontrol / Thermostat 

• High Efficiency-Clean Heat 

• Six Month Risk-Free In Home Trial 

• Factory Direct Prices & Financing 

www.gasstove.com 




FREE CATALOG AND VIDEO 

Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Phone ( ) 

E-mail 




Woodstock Soapstone Co., Inc 

66 Airpark Rd., Dept. 1378 
West Lebanon, NH 03784 



TOLL FREE 1 -888-664-81 88 



4 WHEEL BIKE 

DRIVES LIKE A CAR! 

• Easy to Pedal 

• Multi Speed 

• Street Legal 

• 1 , 2 & 4 Seater ^Bipgf ¥ree Literature 
1-615-822-2737 Ext. 3 38V www.4wc.com/73381 

nil Aline / rAi» DEPT 3381 * 125 rhoades ln 

lllH#m*C# \HK hENDERSONVILLE TN 37075 



HEARING AIDS 

UP TO 60% SAVINGS 



30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

- ALL MAKES & MODELS * TERMS ARRANGED 

- 30 YRS. EXPERIENCE • ALL MAKE REPAIRS 

. CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 

FOR FREE INFORMA TION CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL BOX 1645, R0CKF0RD, IL 61110 




A treasured 
symbol of your 
service 




Choose from over 140 different rings 
Classic Military Rings are in a different 
league from typical service rings. They're 
proudly worn by over 18,000 servicemen and 
women, both active duty and veterans. 

Call today for a FREE color catalog: 
1-503-731-9256 (24 hr. recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Military Rings, 
435 SE 85th Dept. A-1002, Portland OR 97216. 
^www. Classic Rings. com | Code A-1002^ 



• HAT 




PINS • MEDALS * 
09 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Ton-free! 
1-888-223-1 159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O.Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 



1 



Celebrate July 4th & All Events 

BIG-BANG® CANNON 

GREAT GIFI IDEA! ^_ . $159.95 




The only SAFE substitute 
for fireworks! Cannons 
produce a loud bang with a 
realistic flash of light. Patented in 1907. Made of cast iron and sheet 
metal. Easy loading and firing. Great for display when not in use. Made 
in the USA to last a lifetime. Available in 3 sizes; 9" cannon, $69.95 
postpaid; 17" cannon, $129.95 postpaid; 25" cannon (shown here) 
with rapid firing and automatic loading, $159.95 postpaid. The larger 
the cannon the louder the bang! Bangsite® ammo, about 100 shots, 
$8.50; 3-pack $20.00. Spark plugs, 3-pack $2.00. Order via mail, 
phone or website. Mastercard, Visa, check or money order accepted. 
Money back guarantee. Send for FREE CATALOG! 
The Conestoga Co., Inc., DeptAL, PO Box 405, Bethlehem, PA 18016 

*★ Call 1-800-987-BANG 

www.bigbangcannons.com 



MEN'S WIDE SHOES 



EEE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-13 

• Over 175 styles 
•FREE catalog 
•High quality 

HITCHCOCK SHOESJNC. 

Dept. 5J Hingham, MA 02043 
1 -£00-992- WIDE www.wideshoes.com 




America's First Small Cent 



The Rare 1857 
& 1858 Flying 
Eagle Cent 




241 



Special Price Only 

The historic Flying Eagle cent was struck for 
only three years 1856-1858 and is difficult to 
obtain in all grades. Desirable as our first small 
cent. Good & Better condition. Limited sup- 
plies available. Maximum 5 coins per order. 
Add $4 per coin for for postage and insur- 
ance. 30-Day Money Back Guarantee. 

mm 1-800-835-0008 

I Accepted | n cw Y or k residents add sales tax where applicable. 

Eastern Numismatics Inc. internet 

642 Franklin Ave., Garden City, N.Y. 1 1530 USCOinS.COm 



TUS & MILITARY FLAGS 
MILITARY BALL CAPS 
FLAG LAPEL PINS 

Distinguished Products 

888-954-3524 
www.flagsale.net 




<f|^ COMBAT UNIT HATS 



Postage & Handling $4.95 

.00 per each additional hat for P&H) 1 



Mail to Military Matters, I 




30' x 50' x 10' 

$5,095 



I We Ship Anywhere In The USA!!! 10,000 Sizes, Bolt-Together Steel 
iBuildings & Homes. Call Today For A Price Quote And Brochure. 



HERITAGE BUILDING SYSTEMS. 

800. 643 .5555 
heritagebuildings.com 



GS 


flMIHI FREE RIBBON BAR MOUNTING SERVICE 

w|V EXPERT ASSISTANCE, FAST DELIVERY 


"O 


I 




w iull rncc i ci_: ouu-ooi-auoz 
' VETS SUPPLY LINE 
L 10650 CO. RD. 81, #131 


1 


DO 


ffiS 


W MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 

* SEND $1 .00 FOR OUR 48 PAGE CATALOG 


m 

CO 


CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 


WEB SITEiwww.vetssupplyline.com 
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Don't Let A 
Hard-To-Fit Size 
Cramp Your Style! 



MOVING? 





Finely Crafted 
Leather Footwear 
For Men In 
Sizes 6 to 20 
& Widths 
AAA to EEEEE. 



FREE CATALOG! 
1-877-587-5747 
code N424D. 

E.T. Wrig ht' 

An American Tradition Since 1876 





New 

& 
Used 


WORLD'S 
LOWEST PRICES 


Buy, 
Sell & 
Trade 



Factory Direct 

V 




All Sizes 

Electropedic® Scooters & Wheel Chairs Chair & 
Adjustable Beds Vehicle Lifts & Elevators Stair-Lifts 




ElectroEase.com 
800-446-5040 



FLAG CO., INC, 

P.O. BOX 1118 

800-992-3524 



www.martlnsflag.com 



"Ask for our colorful catalog" 
ES - PROMPT SHIPMENT 



All Nations Tobacco 
Tax Free Cigarettes 
Starting as low as $11 .95, Marlboro, Parliament, 
Salem, Winston Start as low as $27.99 
Must be 18yrs of age, Call 1 -888-401-2000 
www.allnationstobacco.com 
All Nations P.O. Box 384, Salamanca, NY 14779 
Minimum 2 carton order 





3000 Official 
Medals, Badges, 
Patches & Insignia 
Army • Navy 
• Marines 
• Air Force 

Call for your FREE Color Catalog 

Kc? 1-800-486-1651 



web'store @ www.usmedals.com 




Super 
Heavy 
Steel 
Buildings 



Ideal for shop, boat & vehicle storage 



20 x 30 30 x 44 47 x 100 
25 x 32 40 x 60 50 x 1 20 



Inventory varies 
\ Factory Direct ■ Toll Free 

1 800/71 5-6482 



RHODES HEARING 
FREE CATALOG! 

MINI-CANAL ^0^^M 

MINI- ■ « 

......... .T..JMM 



rrfUIVI J>l»y <x Ur 



SAVE HUNDREDS! 
• 45 DAY TRIAL! 



CALL OR WRITE: 

RHODES HEARING 

201 R11 OHIO ST., 
Brookport, IL 62910 
800-320-3300 EXT R11 



J 



* Lifetime Warranty ^35&x 

* Nationwide Service gyJtM 




S\eep (omfort 

FREE ADJUSTABLE BEDS 

Video & 1-800-401-8692 

Brochure www.sleep-comfort.com 




northAmerican Offers 
Moving Discount 

SAVE $$$ 

On Your Next 
Interstate Move! 

North American Van Lines offers 
American Legion members a minimum 50% 
discount on interstate moves. Let North 
American, the world's largest professional 
mover, transport your household goods with 
moving services to meet every need and 
budget. In addition to saving 50%, you will 
receive up to $50,000 coverage on your 
household goods at no charge. 

For more information or a free estimate 
call: North American Van Lines/Moving 
Solutions 

1-800-524-5533 

Email: andy 2828@aol.com 



MEN: BE TALLER!! 



TIRED OF BEING 
SHORT? TRY 
OUR HEIGHT 
INCREASING 
SHOES FOR MEN. 
UP TO 3" TALLER. 
OVER 100 STYLES. 
HIDDEN HEIGHT INCREASER. IN BUSINESS SINCE 
1939. MONEYBACK GUARANTEE . CALL OR WRITE 
TODAY FOR FREE CATALOG. 
www.elevatorshoes.com 




ELEVATORS® 



D 



RICHLEE SHOE COMPANY, DEPT. AL20 
RO. BOX 3566, FREDERICK, MD 21705 



1-800-343-3810 




IMPOTENCE 

IMPO^EL 

• VACUUM THERAPY SYSTEM 

• 95% SUCCESS 

• FDA AND MEDICARE APPROVED 

Osco Savon Eckerd 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800- 475-3091 



Enjoy an active 
rewarding lifestyle! ? 

Scooter Lifts & Ramps Available. 
Quality & Savings You Deserve! 

1-800-229-1317 
Scooter Discounter s 
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parting shots 




Bumper sticker seen 
on a stealth bomber: 
"If you can read this, 
then we wasted 
$50 billion." 

LOG ARITHMIC EVOLUTION 

■ 1950 - A logger sells a truckload 
of lumber for $100. His cost of 
production is four-fifths of the 
price. What is his profit? 

■ 1960 - A logger sells a truckload 
of lumber for $100. His cost of 
production is four-fifths of the 
price, or $80. What is his profit? 

■ 1980 - A logger sells a truckload 
of lumber for $100. His cost of 
production is $80 and his profit is 
$20. Your assignment: Underline 
the number 20. 

■ 1990 - By cutting down forest 
trees, a logger makes $20. Discus- 
sion: How did the birds and squir- 
rels feel as the logger cut down the 
trees? No answer is wrong. 

■ 2000 - A logging company ex- 
ports its wood-finishing jobs to its 
Indonesian subsidiary and lays off 
the corresponding half of its U.S. 
workers. It cuts down 95 percent 
of the forest, leaving the rest for 
the spotted owl, and lays off all its 
remaining U.S. workers. The com- 
pany tells the workers that the 
spotted owl is responsible for the 
absence of fellable trees and lob- 
bies Congress for exemption from 
the Endangered Species Act. Con- 
gress instead exempts the compa- 
ny from all federal regulation. 
What is the return on investment 
of the lobbying costs? 




"I'm the only one not on the Web." 
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TWO MEN WERE boasting to 
each other about their Army days. 
"Why, my outfit was so organized 
that when it presented arms all 
you could hear was 'slap, slap, 
click,' " the first man said. 

"That's great," the second man 
said. "When my company present- 
ed arms you'd just hear 'slap, 
slap, jingle.'" 

"What was the jingle?" the first 
man asked. 

"Our medals," the second man 
replied. 

EAGLES MAY SOAR, but weasels 
don't get sucked into jet engines. 

A POLICEMAN PULLED a man 

over for speeding and asked him 
to get out of the car. After looking 
the man over, he said, "Sir, I 
couldn't help but notice your eyes 
are bloodshot. Have you been 
drinking? " 

The man became indignant and 
replied, "Officer, I couldn't help 
but notice your eyes are glazed. 
Have you been eating doughnuts?" 

DESPITE THE COST of living, 
have you noticed how popular it 
remains? 




"Thanks a lot, Butch. Word got out 

that you had it done and now all 
our wives want us to get neutered." 



ON THE OTHER hand, Rome was 
burnt in a day. 

A BOY'S FATHER picks him up at 
school. Knowing the cast for the 
school play has been posted, he 
asks his son if he landed a part. 

"I play a man who's been mar- 
ried for 20 years," the boy says. 

"That's great, son," the father 
replies. "Before you know it they'll 
be giving you a speaking part." 

IF AT FIRST you don't succeed, 
destroy all evidence that you tried. 



Asbestos Cancer Hits Former Sailors 

• Many who served aboard ship in the 1940's, 1950's, 1960's and early 1970's 
were exposed to asbestos. 

• Due to the long latency period of these diseases, some are now coming down 
with asbestos-related cancers. 




IF YOU NOW HAVE MESOTHELIOMA or 
LUNG CANCER, OR A LOVED ONE HAS 
RECENTLY DIED FROM ONE 
OF THESE CANCERS 

For Medical Resources: 



Visit the Mesothelioma Web: www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 
or call toll-free 1-877-367-6376 to receive a free packet or to ask 
questions. (Packet includes information on mesothelioma treatment, clinical 
trials, cancer links, how to access legal and financial resources, and frequently 
asked questions with answers by the law firm below.) 



For Information on Compensation from the Asbestos Industry: 
Law Offices of Jonathan David, P.C.* 

10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 
Handling cases nationwide with 
local counsel in state of filing. 

www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 





Call Toll-free 1-800-998-9729 



licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization 
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New customer offer: 




Wear them with a belt or without; 
you'll love the comfort! 



I, Pres. 

)0 Pennsylvania Avenue ^Atlantic Blue 
ckville, PA 18452 vil lMWm 



CharcbaT ! 



Golden 
Brown 



Atlantic 
Blue 



Honeycomb 
Tan 




This plush 8-wale 
cotton/polyester Corduroy 
is just right for crispy, 
cold days/ And it's 
100% NO-IRON machine 
wash & dry easy care too. 

Plus you get: 

• Full elastic waist AND 
belt loops 

• Front zipper AND 
snap closure 

• NO IRON wash & wear 

• 2 deep front pockets 

• Inside coin pocket 

• 2 button-close 
rear pockets 

5 FAVORITE COLORS: 

Choose Atlantic Blue, 
Honeycomb Tan, Rust, 
Golden Brown or Charcoal. 
Just be sure to order now! 



CORDUROY p.*» Q 

joes ^ ° ' y 

' 3 for 42.65 4 for 55.25 5 for 67.25 



Importe 



Haband 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Peckville, PA 18452 

Send slacks. 

I enclose $ 



Waist Sizes: 30 32 34 36 38 40 42 44 

*Big Men (just $4 more per pair): 
46 48 50 52 54 56 58 60 

Inseams: S(27-28) M(29-30) L(31-32) XL(33-34) 



purchase price plus 
i $3.95 toward postage. 

GA residents add sales tax 

□ Check □ Visa 

□ MasterCard □ Am Ex 

□ Discover/NOVUS® 



Card #_ 



© 7EL-0A0 


WHAT 
WAIST? 


WHAT 
INSEAM? 


HOW 
MANY? 


GW 


Golden Brown 








UC 


Honeycomb Tan 








8W 


Atlantic Blue 








KD 


Rust 








07 


Charcoal 








Exp.: / 



Mr./Mrs./Ms. 
Address 



1 City & State _ 



. Apt. # . 



.Zip. 



100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! 



CALL 1-800-543-4810 



visit us at 

www.haband.com 



tow 



